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Tue course of a man who has been 
engaged in the public ministry for 
nearly half a century, acceptably dis- 
charging without intermission the 
duties pertaining to his station, cannot 
fail to bespeak the most favourable 
regard, and excite a desire to perpetuate 
his memory. Such was the lengthened 
period during which the venerable 
father, whose name appears at the head 
of this article, laboured in the vineyard 
of his Lord. When in addition to this 
fact we call to mind the many excellent 
features of Mr. James’s character as a 
man, a Christian, and a minister ; his 
indomitable zeal, his abundant labours, 
his extensive acquaintance in both 
England and Wales, and above all his 
habitual godliness, we are surprised 
that so much time has elapsed since his 
decease without any biographical ac- 
count of him being furnished to our 
English periodicals. The writer of this 
sketch would have long since complied 
with the request of the relatives of the 

VOL. XIII,—-FOURTH SERIES. 


deceased, and the solicitations of many 
friends in England, by forwarding the 
subjoined facts, had he not hoped that 
some one who was more intimately 
acquainted with Mr. James, and more 
adequate to the duty than himself 
would do so. But as his expectations 
in this respect have not been answered, 
having succeeded Mr. James in his 
church, and being in possession of his 
diaries, &c., he has undertaken the 
work, trusting that he shall be enabled 
to give a faithful delineation of his cha- 
racter, and humbly praying that the 
memoir of this truly great man in 
Israel will be rendered useful and will 
lead its readers to “follow his faith, con- 
sidering the end of his conversation.” 
Mr. James was born at Aberystwith, 
a town in Cardiganshire, on the 29th 
day of August, 1777, and was the eldest 
of eight children. His parents, John 
and Elizabeth James, owing to the 
dissoluteness of the former, moved in 


the humble walks of life. It was not 
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his happiness to be blessed with paternal 
religious example, which he greatly de- 
plored to the end of his days; for to 
use his own words, “ Had I been re- 
ligiously instructed when young,” said 
he, “I should not have committed many 
of the sins of my youth, especially that 
of scoffing at the people of God, which 
since has caused me many mournful 
seasons,” The disposition of a scorner 
manifested itself very decidedly and 
openly in him, when the ordinance of 
baptism was administered. On more 
than one occasion did he make appoint- 
ments with others of his thoughtless 
companions, to assemble at the baptis- 
mal waters to interrupt the minister in 
his duties, The death of his mother 
was the means of bringing him to 
serious reflection, and softening his 
prejudice against the religion and ordi- 
nances of Christ. “For,” said he, 
“having heard Mr, Evans the baptist 
minister preach at my mother’s funeral, 
from the words, ‘Therefore be ye also 
ready,’ dvc,, I never afterwards ridiculed 
the people of God.” A change in his 
character soon became evident, for the 
arrow of conviction had entered his 
heart; and often would he seek for a 
secret place to pour out his soul to God 
in prayer. In course of time, having 
in the interval regularly attended the 
public ministry, that the way of God 
might be expounded unto him more 
perfectly, he became resolved to offer 
himself a candidate for membership in 
the baptist church at Aberystwith, then 
under the pastorate of Mr. Thomas 
Evans. He was baptized on Lord’s 
day, March the 27th, 1796, in the 
eighteenth year of his age. Respecting 
this event he writes, “My experience 
at the time was happy, and if ever my 
soul had communion with God it was 
enjoyed in the river, in the burial by 
baptism. My Saviour was in Jordan, 
the heavens were opened, and the com- 
mand of Christ was most explicit before 
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me.’ It is remarkable that the offici- 
ating minister, Mr. Evans, observed on 
the day of Mr. James’s baptism to 
many of the brethren, “that he had on 
that day baptized a prophet, and to 
others that he had baptized a preacher.” 
What occasioned Mr. Evans to form 
this opinion is unknown, but so it 
proved, as Mr. James enjoyed a long, 
laborious, and successful life in the 
work of the ministry. It soon became 
perceivable that he possessed abilities 
which might prove a public blessing, 
and he was consequently encouraged to 
exercise them; but his diffidence at 
that time being great, three full years 
elapsed ere he began to preach. His 
first sermon in the church meeting was 
from the words, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd,” &c., on the 27th day of 
September, 1799, when in the twenty- 
second year of his age. He commenced 
the important work of the ministry 
under many disadvantages, especially 
those of a domestic nature. But being 
of a resolute mind he pursued his 
course steadily, and entered into a 
covenant with his God that he would 
not relinquish the Christian ministry, 
“My language,” said he, “under those 
discouragements was similar to that of 
Jacob, ‘If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat and raiment 
to put on, then shall the Lord be my 
God.’” He was engaged in the work 
of preaching both in the town and 
neighbouring villages, and that regu- 
larly and untiringly for about four 
years before he was set apart for the 
full work of the ministry; during which 
time his experience and knowledge 
greatly increased. In the year 1801, 
his pastor, Mr. Evans, who also was a 
faithful and devoted man, and who in 
all things endeavoured to promote Mr, 
James's interests, died; from which 
time till the year 1803 the church had 
no stated minister. During this inter- 
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val the pulpits in the town and country 
stations were for the most part supplied 
by Mr. James and his friend Mr. Samuel 
Breeze, excepting when the ordinances 
were to be administered, at which time 
a neighbouring ordained minister was 
sought after. In the year 1802, when 
Mr. James had entirely devoted him- 
self as an evangelist, he became par- 
ticularly anxious to possess the scrip- 
tural qualifications of a minister of 
Christ; and being personally desirous 
to obtain instruction, as well as being 
advised by his friends, he was warmly 
recommended to the Bristol Academy, 
then under the able superintendence of 
Dr. Ryland. His application was 
favourably received, and admission at 
the next vacancy promised, but the 
church at Aberystwith insisted upon 
ordaining him and Mr. Breeze to be its 
co-pastors, to which he reluctantly 
assented. Their ordination took place 
in the month of October, 1803, when 
the Revs. Zechariah Thomas and David 
Saunders preached. These two men 
of God jointly and successfully laboured 
in this important and extensive sphere 
for the space of nine years, during the 
whole of which time the greatest con- 
cord and amity prevailed between 
them.* In a note written by him upon 
hearing of Mr. Breeze’s death, he ex- 
claims, “But O! Samuel Breeze! O 
Samuel! Samuel is dead! is dead! 
yea, is dead! Great is my sorrow, 
trouble, and mourning, after him. I 
think whilst I live I shall never meet a 
person with whom I can better live 
than Samuel Breeze.” 

In September, 1804, he entered into 
the matrimonial state with Catherine 
Davies, a member of the church under 
his care. This relation greatly contri- 
buted to his comfort in after life, 
especially during the last years of his 


* Vide the Memoir of the Rey. Samuel Breeze, 
written by the Rey. Christmas Eyans. 
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career; this he in his diaries frequently 
acknowledges, and repeatedly adverts 
to it in terms expressive of the warmest 
gratitude. There were born unto 
them three children, one son and two 
daughters, whom they brought up in 
the fear and admonition of the Lord. 
Their son died in London in 1826, to 
the great grief of his parents and sis- 
ters. The mother and daughters with 
their respective families are still living 
at Bridgend; and our prayer in their 
behalf is, that He who has promised to 
be a husband to the widow and a father 
to the fatherless will verify his promise 
on their part. The connexion of Mr. 
James as a preacher with the church 
at Aberystwith extended over a period 
of eighteen years; four years an 
assistant preacher, nine years co-pastor 
with Mr. Breeze, and five years after 
Mr. Breeze’s departure, during which 
time his labours were extensively 
blessed of the Lord, as the additions 
made to the church in those years 
clearly show; for from his public recog- 
nition as pastor till his departure from 
Aberystwith, he baptized to the Chris- 
tian faith no fewer than one hundred 
and eighty-five persons. 

But his immediate pastoral labours 
in his own particular sphere formed 
but a small part of his usefulness. He 
took repeated tours through North 
Wales, and was the means of strength- 
ening the scattered churches in this 
then neglected district, so that his 
name is not only known but greatly 
revered unto this day. His visits to 
London and Liverpool, especially the 
latter, were abundantly blessed of the 
Lord. The writer, when supplying the 
Welsh church in Liverpool in October 
last, remembers speaking to one of the 
aged members, who said that during 
the month Mr. James was among them 
in the year 1805, his activity and zeal 
were such that besides preaching for 
them on an average four or five times a 
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week, he was made instrumental in 
gathering the scattered Welsh members 
together, and in establishing among 
them greater union and co-operation 
than were ever before witnessed. But 
notwithstanding his zeal and success, 
his domestic circumstances rendered it 
necessary that he should leave Abery- 
stwith, which he accordingly did in the 
year 1817, but as might be naturally 
supposed, a sphere endeared to him by 
so many interesting associations was 
not quitted without great perplexities 
and mental struggles, it being the place 
where he had commenced his earthly, 
his religious, and his ministerial career. 
Under date of January, 1817, we find 
him thus expressing his feelings :—“ I 
am greatly aided in preaching, and 
much powerful influence accompanics 
the ministry. My mind and that of 
the congregation are greatly perplexed 
and grieved in thinking of my leaving 
them.” He, however, delivered his 
farewell sermon on Lord’s day, March 
17, 1817, to an overflowing audience, 
estimated at about a thousand people, 
many of whom shed bitter tears. His 
text on the occasion was, ‘‘ May the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost be with you. Amen.” 
And of that service he writes, “O 
heavy meeting, being obliged to preach 
a farewell sermon!” In the preceding 
February he had accepted the pressing 
invitation of the then newly formed 
church at Pontrhydyrun, Monmouth- 
shire, which then consisted of only 
eight members, all of whom were 
members of the same family, that of 
Mr. Conway, father of the present C. 
Conway, Esq. In the latter end of 
March he removed thither with his 
family, when a hearty and Christian- 
like reception was given him by Mr. 
Conway and his household. His la- 
bours while at Pontrhydyrun appear to 
haye been even more abundant than at 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. JOHN JAMES. 


Aberystwith, inasmuch as he was ne- 
cossitated to discharge his ministrations 
in both languages, English and Welsh, 
almost in an equal ratio. His ministry 
here was under the divine blessing the 
means of very considerably reviving 
the baptist interest. Many additions 
were soon made to the sabbath school 
and to the church, so that it was found 
necessary to enlarge the chapel to 
accommodate those who attended. 
The number of accessions to the church 
at Pontrhydyrun, through baptism, 
whilst he was there was sixty-three, 
and in other places in the neighbourhood 
twenty-one, making in all eighty-four. 
Thus did his God bless his labours in 
this place. But the death of his only 
son, which event took place in Septem- 
ber, 1826, greatly affected the health of 
himself and family. It shook his 
whole frame, and brought severe attacks 
of illness upon both Mrs. James and 
himself which lasted for a considerable 
time. These and other circumstances 
over which he had no control, caused 
him to wish to leave his present situa- 
tion; and having received an invitation 
to Glamorganshire, he tendered his 
resignation to the brotherhood at 
Pontrhydyrun, having served them in 
the pastorate for a little more than ten 
years. 

In May, 1827, he removed, together 
with his family consisting of his wife 
and two daughters, to Bridgend. The 
cause at that time was in a very low 
state, there being but few, and the 
majority of them very aged and 
scattered. So scattered were they that 
the members of this small church lived 
in nine different parishes. Mr. James 
determined to endeavour to effect a 
change in the affairs of this neglected 
church. About this time he writes, 
“We must first get a revival in the 
church, then we shall surely prosper 
with the ministry. I beseech the Lord to 
send now prosperity.” This prayer was 
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in some measure answered, for during 
his first year among them he baptized 
nineteen, and the congregation greatly 
increased, so that it became necessary 
to enlarge the chapel, which was done 
in the year 1828, at a cost of £500. 
Mr. James laboured most assiduously 
in defraying the debt thus contracted. 
To this end he visited the chief places 
in the Principality and many towns in 
England, and was very successful in 
his undertaking, for in 1832 he and 
the congregation were in possession of 
this commodious chapel free from debt. 
His labours in the neighbouring dis- 
trict were exceedingly abundant; he 
usually preached three times on the 
sabbath and almost every night in the 
week. The country members continu- 
ally increasing it was agreed to build 
another chapel in Pyle, which being 
done, he was enabled to pay for entirely 
by the end of the year 1838. These 
facts show that his labours were not in 
vain in the Lord, but that he was made 
an instrument in “ enlarging the place 
of Sion’s tent, in lengthening her cords, 
and strengthening her stakes.” 

His collecting excursions gave him 
opportunities of forming many valued 
friendships, which continued unbroken 
till death. During these tours many 
churches, in both England and Wales, 
became greatly attached to him; so 
that during his stay at Bridgend he 
received many pressing and encouraging 
invitations, which if he had accepted 
would have been greatly to his pecuniary 
advantage; but it appears that he and 
the church had entered into a kind of 
compact that they were not to part till 
separated by death; which together 
with the union of brotherly love that 
subsisted between him and his flock at 
the time, entirely precluded the idea of 
removing. The sphere in which Mr. 
James moved was eminently public. 
His connexion with public institutions, 
especially those of our own denomina- 
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tion, brought him to considerable note. 
These found in him a zealous and faith- 
ful advocate. Besides being secretary 
to the County Association, he was for 
years the official correspondent of the 
district for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, until the formation of 
the Bible Translation Society, at which 
time he felt called upon to relinquish 
his connexion with the former and join 
the latter. He also held similar offices 
in behalf of the Bath Aged and Infirm 
Ministers’ Society, the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society, the Baptist Union, the 
Widows’ Fund, &c., to the financial and 
general prosperity of which he greatly 
contributed. The interests of our 
colleges also, especially that of Ponty- 
pool, laid near to his heart. Mr. James 
himself was never privileged with an 
academical education, which he very 
much regretted, as is seen from the 
following extract from his diary :—“ I 
lament my want of English education, 
it has caused me much labour, W&., as 
if it were up-hill work all my days, 
Yet the Lord condescended to bless my 
humble endeavours.” In proof of his 
attachment to the colleges, we may 
mention that in 1841 he undertook a 
journey to London and other English 
towns, as advocate of the claims of 
Pontypool College, and he continued 
till the last to contribute his mite 
towards its support. It would be very 
desirable were all the ministers of 
Christ, especially those who have en- 
joyed the benefits of college education, 
to follow the example of this honoured 
servant of Christ in this particular. 
The above journey, however, called him 
from home during severe weather, 
exposure to which day after day in 
canvassing for subscriptions caused him 
a violent cold, which clung to him the 
remainder of his days; his energies 
were so prostrated by this attack, in 
addition to a disease, the asthma, to 
which he was subject from his youth, 
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that he was ever afterwards rendered 
unable to leave his home as he had 
been wont to do. During the last years 
of his life he suffered more than can be 
easily imagined; but he endured the 
whole with a calm and cheerful resig- 
nation to his divine Master. It is 
surprising, considering his extreme 
weakness, that he was able to preach 
so often. In course of the last three 
years of his life he was enabled to 
preach three hundred and twenty-six 
sermons, although at the time so infirm 
in body as to be utterly unable to walk 
even the short distance from his house 
to the chapel. 

Mr. James’s pen was frequently 
employed. His first production was a 
“Sermon on Election,” in the year 
1808, which was printed at the request 
of the quarterly meeting before which 
it was preached. In 1811 he published 
a “Selection of Welsh Hymns.” He 
also wrote three of the Glamorganshire 
association letters upon plain practical 
subjects, through each of which we 
trace a fine vein of piety. He was also 
a regular correspondent to the Welsh 
periodicals of the day, from the year 
1819 till he was rendered unable by 
affliction. Oftimes were we also re- 
freshed by his productions in the 
English magazines, particularly the 
Baptist Magazine, the Reporter, the 
Revivalist, &c. In the year 1835, a 
memoir of the late Rev. John Roberts of 
Cowbridge, written by him, appeared in 
the Baptist Magazine, which in our 
humble opinion reflects great credit on 
the writer, especially when we consider 
his limited attainments in the English 
tongue. Mr. James as an author never 
made any pretensions to tread far from 
the beaten track; his ideas were gene- 
rally striking, his language plain, and 
a tone of personal piety pervaded the 
whole. 

But the hand which guided his pen 
for so many long years moulders in the 
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dust; the tongue which like the pen of 
a ready writer was apt to teach, is silent 
in the tomb! On Lord’s day, January 
30th, 1848, this venerable and much 
lamented minister of Christ breathed 
his last, in the seventy-first year of his 
age; having been a member of the 
baptist denomination for fifty-two years, 
a preacher forty-nine, and an ordained 
minister for forty-five. In the course 
of this protracted period he preached 
about twelve thousand sermons, and 
baptized six hundred and seventy-three 
persons. “This was the Lord’s doing, 
and marvellous in our eyes.” For the 
followingaccount of what occurred when 
he was about entering the valley of death, 
we are indebted to his daughter, Mrs. 
Marks, who was privileged to minister 
to his comfort in his last days. 

On the Thursday previous to his 
death, his friend and neighbour, Mr. 
Lewis, called to see him, and found him 
evidently fast ripening for heaven; he 
appeared to be conscious “that the 
time of his departure was at hand,” for 
when he had addressed to him many 
words of counsel and consolation, he 
said, “Give my regards to your dear 
mother,” who was a member in his 
church, and in her eighty-third year, 
“and tell her,” said he, “that I shall 
never again see her this side of Jordan, 
but we shall soon meet in heaven, 


“ «Then will we sing more sweet, more loud, 
And Christ shall be our song.’ ” 


And so it was, for this exemplary 
mother in Israel survived him but a 
very short time. On the following 
Saturday morning, his daughter went 
to his chamber and found him awake, 
possessing a cheerful and placid coun- 
tenance. Being asked if he had enjoyed 
a little sleep and ease since her last 
visit, he answered emphatically, “ Yes, 
my child, and more, I have also enjoyed 
much rich communion with God, who 
was pleased to reveal himself again and 
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again to his undutiful servant in his 
affliction. Glory! glory! glory! I 
will again say, glory be for ever unto 
him.” He also said, “that it was good 
for him to have been thrown into the 
furnace of affliction, for that in it and 
through it he had had a glimpse of the 
heavenly Canaan, and a foretaste of its 
happiness.” 

The following sabbath morning he 
repeated several verses of scripture, 
together with stanzas from the Selection. 
And among others, “These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, 
and haye washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
After which he again lifted his voice as 
if in ecstacy and said,— 

“Ere since by faith I saw the stream, 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die.” 
In the afternoon of this day an evident 
change was apparent. Every appear- 
ance indicated that the vital spark was 
about taking its final flight. He was 
now able to speak scarcely anything 
audibly, but as a final effort of exhausted 
nature, he raised his hand, stretching it 
towards his daughter, and exclaimed, 
“Allis right! Allis right!” He soon 
afterwards fell asleep in Christ, without 
a single sigh or struggle, or the least 
indication of suffering. 
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On the following Friday, February 
4th, the remains of this faithful minis- 
ter of Christ were interred in the 
burying ground attached to the chapel. 
There was present on the occasion a 
vast assemblage of people from both 
town and country, among whom were a 
number of ministers of different deno- 
minations, thus testifying the esteem in 
which he was held among them. The 
parties who took part in the solemnities 
of his funeral were the Revs. W. and 
D. Jones, Cardiff, Dr. Davies, J. Evans, 
and Jabez Lawrence. The event was 
also improved on the following sabbath 
by Mr. D. Jones from Phil. i, 21—23; 
which sermon, by request, he afterwards 
preached at the following Glamorgan- 
shire Association, thus showing the 
affection with which his memory was 
still cherished. In the chapel in which 
he so long laboured a marble tablet has 
been erected, containing the following 
inscription ;— 


“IN MEMORY OF THE REY. JOHN JAMES, 
BORN AT ABERYSTWITH, auGUST, 1777. 
BAPTIZED, MARCH, 1796. 
COMMENCED PREACHING, 1799. 
ORDAINED AT ABERYsSTWITH, JULY, 1803. 
REMOVED TO PONTRHYDYRUN, MARCH, 1817, 
10 BRIDGEND, MAY, 1827. 

DIED, JANUARY 30TH, 1848,” 
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BY THE REV. B. C. YOUNG. 


Wuen a man would measure the 
success of the missionary enterprise, 
he mostly studies its statistics and 
forms his judgment on them, and yet 
scarcely any test would give a more 
defective conclusion. Statistics may 
show that not less than a certain 
amount of good has been effected, but 


how much more than has been thrown 
up upon the surface they will not 
reveal, 

A large measure of latent influence 
diffused through society lurks beneath 
the figures, which in many cases 
is like the pent-up force of some 
Vesuyius, which is now unseen and 
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anon breaks forth and astonishes the 
world. In these times of mental 
activity especially, a large amount of 
religious truth and feeling lies buried 
in the souls of men working and fer- 
menting, a sort of elementary material 
to be wrought up by the hand of God 
into Christian character and excellence. 

There is a progression from small to 
great in most of the divine operations, 
and there is a history of development 
in Christian labour. Step by step the 
panting aspirant reaches the summit of 
some lofty elevation: by the same kind 
of progress the conquest over sin and 
prejudice is made. Call the product of 
labour a harvest, then before the golden 
produce is housed amidst the shoutings 
of the harvest-home, the seed is scat- 
tered, and the soil moistened with the 
tears of the anxious labourer. Call 
the work a building, then before the 
result is visible above the surface, 
much labour has been expended, and 
much valuable material buried beneath 
the soil. 

Even progress attended by extra- 
ordinary assistance has seldom been 
entirely exempted from this law of 
progression. The work of Pentecost 
does not stand alone. The herald from 
the desert pointing to the Lamb of 
God—the divine preacher congregating 
the thousands of Israel—the seventy 
disciples itinerating through the cities 
and villages of the favoured land—the 
decease accomplished at Jerusalem— 
and the resurrection from the dead, 
were all precursive of that eventful 
season when the streaming eyes of 
thousands were in sympathy with the 
tremulous voices that asked, “ What 
must we do ?” 

As we stride on to the fruitful ma- 
turity of the last days, we find the 
divine arrangements and a more 
copious supply of the Spirit giving a 
rapidly increased development of the 
divine mercy, but preparatory labour is 
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not dispensed with. “Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord, when the plough- 
man shall overtake the reaper.” So 
abundant shall be the fruitfulness that 
the delighted harvester will find the 
time too short for gathering in the 
glorious crop. The ploughman shall 
appear in the field again before the 
ground is cleared. Yet he is there, he 
cannot be dispensed with, the soil must 
be cultivated again before it will yield 
its increase. 

Nor will the church be relieved from 
prayerful and watchful anxiety. She 
will always be brought into suffering 
sympathy with her Lord. Zion will 
have to travail for her children, only 
there shall be an abundant result for 
her solicitude. 

Perhaps no words are more frequent- 
ly on the lips of Christians than some 
which Isaiah has been made to utter. 
“ A nation shall be born in a day,” hag 
become familiar to the expectants of 
the latter-day glory. Strange that lan- 
guage should have impressed itself on 
almost every Christian imagination 
when God has never written it on the 
prophetic scroll. There is a pleasing 
approximation, one, however, which 
while it indicates a delightfully rapid 
maturity, points out the means by 
which the blessing is preceded. “Shall 
the earth be made to bring forth in one 
day ? Shall a nation be born at once ?” 
If the enlargement of Zion be com- 
parable to the earth bringing forth in 
one day it would yet be the earth full 
of the herb-bearing seed. If the suc- 
cess of the church be illustrated by a 
nation born at once, still Zion is imaged 
as travailing in birth for her numerous 


progeny. 

At present the field of labour yields 
its increase tardily and after much 
cultivation. The preparatory work 


y 
must consume a large portion of the 


labourer’s time. The husbandman 
must have long patience, And shall 
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the long season of patient energetic 
cultivation be overlooked? Shall the 
prolific hours of harvest only fill the 
mind of the observer? Christ will not 
permit us to calculate thus. If the 
disciples are delighted with the whiten- 
ed crop that waves before them, he 
reminds them that “other men have 
laboured.” Yet this is the rule by 
which the church’s success is measured. 
How many souls have made a confes- 
sion of Christ? How many have died 
triumphantly ? How many large and 
flourishing churches have you? are 
almost the only questions asked of the 
missionary church. Few comparatively 
inquire, How much ground have you 
cultivated? How much seed have you 
in the soil? What incipient promise 
is there of future fruitfulness ? 

Placing in contrast the East and 
West Indies as spheres of missionary 
enterprize, how many of the surface- 
thinkers of our churches have sung 
some such chorus as that of the women 
of Israel? Carey, and Marshman, and 
Yates, have slain their thousands, our 
Coultart, and Knibb, and Burchell, 
their tens of thousands. (A song, by 
the way, in which the last-named 
honoured men would have been far 
from uniting.) And if numerical re- 
sults be the only measure of success, is 
not the conclusion just? Yet zs the 
success of the west superior to the 
results of the east? In the one case a 
field is found ready prepared of the 
Lord. ‘The missionaries sowed broad- 
cast and reaped a glorious harvest. 
And let none undervalue their success. 
It was a gleam of joy thrown upon the 
panting heart of missionary enterprize, 
a love-token from Him who has pro- 
mised to cheer his church in the 
wilderness. In the east the work has 
been of a different character. The 
mission has contemplated the conver- 
sion of the millions of India, and the 
effort has been in keeping with the 
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large purpose, not in the magnitude of 
its operations but in their character. 
As one of its purposes it has sought the 
immediate surrender of the heart to 
Christ, but comprehensive in design 
and prospective in its large expecta- 
tions, it has laid broad and deep the 
foundation of future prosperity. The 
language of the Hindoo and Mussul- 
man, the learned and the rude, has 
been filled with the signs of heavenly 
grace, and henceforth shall be mixed up 
with their thinkings and feelings. The 
huge system of idolatry which had 
stood intact for ages has felt the first 
shock of paralysis. The scroll of inspi- 
ration is being unfolded far from the 
centres occupied by the ambassadors of 
God, to offer its silent testimony that 
“God is love.’ The missionary in 
Jamaica found minds and _ hearts 
vacant. No idol temples concentrated 
their thoughts, no pagan priesthood 
stimulated their religious feelings. 
They had no earthly comforts, no plea- 
sures to surrender. Their hearts were 
yearning for some drop of consolation. 
Glad tidings were new to them, and a 
friend they had never seen till the 
herald of God smiled upon them. In 
the east the missionary was met by a 
system of gross yet intellectual idolatry 
which had ramified itself through all 
the thinkings and feelings of the people. 
Idolatry must be displaced before there 
is room for the gospel. There was not 
only a larger field to cultivate but a 
long and necessary work of preparation 
to be done, and there was no alterna- 
tive but to begin at the beginning or 
let it alone. 

It is only by keeping in mind some 
such distinctions as these, that mission 
work in Ireland can be understood. 
Opposition more fierce and sanguinary 
may be felt in some savage communi- 
ties where the restraint of law does 
not operate, but hostility so systematic, 


so watchful, so malignant, and s0 per- 
U 
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severing, cannot be experienced where 
the dark wisdom of the man of sin is 
not put into exercise. Should the 
missionaries of the cross hold intact 
the principle of their Master who said, 
“My kingdom is not of this world,” 
their difficulties will increase. Another 
ecclesiastical system will expend some 
of its best energies to counteract their 
influence. 

Now it may be laid down as an 
axiom, that where a section of the 
Christian church have faithfully, ener- 
getically, and perseveringly exhibited 
the gospel under circumstances in 
which penalty is endured for embracing 
it, a great amount of good is effected 
short of a public profession of their 
principles. It follows that the numeri- 
cal position of the baptists and other 
bodies similarly circumstanced cannot 
measure the amount of their success. 
They must bide their time. That time 
is not yet. Some changes must proba- 
ply be wrought before they realize full 
success. They may have to prophesy 
in sackcloth some time longer, but they 
haye been doing the work of their 
generation, and God will by and bye 
show them the whitened fields ready 
for their sickle, Sometimes the exhi- 
bition of a few naked principles is of 
more service to the world than the 
successful efforts of a generation. 
Besides saving souls and collecting 
churches some of the nonconformists 
in Ireland have placed before the public 
mind principles of the utmost import- 
ance to the religious welfare of the 
people. The baptists have carried on 
their operations in Ireland by great 
effort and self-denial. What have they 
effected? What are their prospects ? 
Have they exerted a greater influence 
than can be indicated in their reports ? 
In the great coming struggle with 
antichrist is any special work assigned 
them? Comparatively they are a small 
body, will they be lost amongst their 
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friends in the battle field? If the 
strength of the Lord’s host be reckoned 
by numbers only they will stand for 
one of the smaller divisions, but if it 
be a struggle for principles they may 
occupy an important place in J ehovah’s 
army. 

It is a source of lamentation that 
God’s true church is divided, especially 
so in relation to her attack on the 
papacy. The enemy keeps a book of 
protestant heraldry in which every 
star, and stripe, and hue, is marked, 
while the fact is made a huge bugbear 
to scare the man who would pass the 
borders of its territory. One thing is 
plain. An amalgamation cannot be 
effected by compromise. It ought not, 
It has been recommended that Chris- 


tians should make a grave, bury their 


differences, and shake hands over the 
tomb. Make a grave! For what? 
To bury the truth (for surely there 


must be truth on one side or the other). 


Where shall it be interred? There is 


not a spot on God’s earth that would 
be granted for such a purpose, and if 


there were it would be vile as the field 
purchased with the traitor’s silver. 
Something, nevertheless, can be done. 
Christians can make a large grave, and 
bring their own jealousies, and surmises, 
and bickerings. Whereto they have 
already attained they can walk by the 
game rule. They can hold two reviews 
and then a field-day in which to hoist 
the great Calvary-banner, and show 
that they are one at the cross. 

But if the evil cannot yet be remoy- 
ed, may not some good be gathered 
from it, which shall be in part a com- 
pensation for the affliction? May not 
the separate standing of the several 
forces provoke to activity and good 
works? And may not some truths 
which are to answer an important pur- 
pose in the church’s warfare have been 
more carefully guarded thereby? The 
baptists have always been a peculiar 
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people. They have held one view 
especially by which they were distin- 
guished from the whole of Christendom. 
They consequently became a marked 
people. They have suffered in the 
public estimation, in their influence, 
and in their standing in society, from 
their firm adhesion to what they con- 
sidered an important truth. They have 
been moved to do so by their love for 
truth and their fidelity to God, but it 
is worth while to inquire, will their 
stern maintenance of their distinctive 
doctrine serve them at all in the great 
conflict which is before the church ? 
The bearing of the baptists’ peculiar 
view on the theological controversies of 
the future is a subject of great interest, 
especially when considered in relation 
to the papacy. 

It is curious and instructive to see 
how in the part-popish, part-protestant 
country under consideration, almost 
every theological question is mixed up 
with baptism; partly by the force of 
circumstances, and partly by the influ- 
ence of the baptists, the creed of the 
protestant community is strangely 
speckled and broken on this subject. 

The amount of antipedobaptistic 
feeling which prevails is greater than 
most persons would be prepared to find. 
It does not always amount to sympathy 
with the baptists’ creed, and, therefore, 
the ungainly word above has been used. 
Some object to sponsors, others object 
to the baptismal service of the church 
of England, as tending to the support 
of popish principles, while a large 
number reject infant baptism alto- 
gether as unscriptural and absurd. It 
is not a difficult thing to find whole 
families growing up without baptism, 
and many are baptized because some 
kind mother or other fond relative has 
strong feelings on the subject. Others 
again not only repudiate infant bap- 
tism but hold the baptists’ view on the 
subject. The want of a thorough con- 
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secration, of the requisite moral courage, 
or of right views on Christian duty, 
prevent their practical homage to 
truth. 

It is, however, in relation to popery 
and Puseyism that the importance of 
the baptists’ mission is best seen. In 
the general struggle with a bigoted 
ecclesiasticism, in the broad conflict 
with sin, other divisions of the evan- 
gelic force will be able to present a 
bolder front and exert a wider influ- 
ence, but when some of the distinctive 
features of popery are the subjects of 
contention, the baptists will be found 
of essential service in meeting it hand 
to hand and foot to foot. Indeed, as 
the sword-fish follows the monster of 
the deep, so the baptists should track 
the man of sin to give him miortal 
thrusts. Like the creature referred to 
they may be small as compared with 
their huge antagonist, but their power 
is in their principles not in their 
number. 

Whether the false system take the 
phase of Rome or Oxford its two dis- 
tinctive errors are “the insufficiency of 
holy scripture as a rule of faith and 
practice, and baptismal regeneration.” 
The church takes the place of the bible, 
and baptism that of Christ. Give the 
people the word of God and correct 
views on baptism and the man of sin 
will grow feeble as Samson when his 
hair was shorn. Now in the estimation 
of Romanists and Puseyites, only bap- 
tists can consistently meet them on 
these subjects. They charge the whole 
pedobaptist community with incon- 
sistency in attacking them. They take 
up this proverb against their adversary, 
“Physician, heal thyself.” 

Some time back a baptist: missionary 
sojourning awhile in England, was 
travelling to one of our collegiate 
towns. A fellow occupant of the 
coach was a student in the university. 
They were free and communicative, and 
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soon disclosed their respective positions 
in society. The missionary’s companion 
was discovered to be a Puseyite with 
his face Rome-ward. The baptist en- 
deavyoured to show him that his pro- 
posed destination was an unsafe one. 
His answer is worthy of serious con- 
sideration. “I must go,” he said, “to 
Rome or come to you.’ Of course he 
was speaking of principles. Does a 
pedobaptist assert the sufficiency of 
scripture as a guide to the church ? 
The Romanist almost invariably asks 
for the plain text of scripture that 
warrants /is practice in baptizing in- 
fants. Does he denounce baptismal 
regeneration ? His opponent confronts 
him with such words as these, “‘ Except 
a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” “ Arise and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sin.” “As many 
as have been baptized into Christ, have 
put on Christ,” and asks, If such lan- 
gnage be applied to unconscious sub- 
jects who cannot believe, whether they 
must not teach that grace is conveyed 
to the soul by or with the water ? 

A short time ago, a convert from 
Romanism who had been baptized met 
a respectable priest who ministered 
amongst a large congregation in one of 
the crowded cities of Ireland. The 
good man was questioned by the eccle- 
siastic respecting his present views. 
He offered an explanation in the form 
of a sensibly written tract advocating 
believers’ baptism. The priest read it, 
and on returning it made these candid 
remarks, “I have read your tract 
carefully. You are wrong in leaving us 
for we are the true church, but as 
protestants you are right. If the bible 
only is to decide the question your 
arguments cannot be answered. Pro- 
testants around you boast of following 
the bible, but from cover to cover there 
is not one word in it about infant 
baptism.” The spread of popery has 
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thrown protestants upon principles of 
which many did not see the end. They 
have shouted, “The bible, the bible 
is the religion of protestants,” without 
being aware of the ground they had 
taken. Some, however, have looked 
before them and discovered whither 
their principles were driving them. 
The rise of Puseyism has a history of 
this kind. A number of shrewd men 
looked ahead and recoiled from the 
destination to which they were being 
conducted. They foresaw that if the 
bible only was to be the standard of 
faith, the time would come when 
“sculls that could not teach and would 
not learn,” would cease to excite the 
reverence of mankind. They foresaw 
that ritual observances would be reduced 
to simple acts of obedience performed 
by the faithful, and that there would 
be no room for the pretensions of those 
who professed to regenerate by the 
mystic drops. They looked, they did 
not like the prospect, and they turned 
back. They would rather return to 
the misty ages of the past, than proceed 
to the simple light of the future. They 
were not, however, the discoverers of 
this distant region to which protestant- 
ism was being carried. Some of the 
same fraternity had looked ahead be- 
fore. Bishop Sanderson who lived in 
the days of Charles II., assures us 
(preface to his thirty-four sermons) 
that archbishop Whitgift and the 
learned Hooker foresaw that taking the 
scripture as an adequate rule of con- 
duct would draw in anabaptism after 
it. The bishop thus endorses what 
they said, “They only considered ag 
prudent men that anabaptism had its 
rise from the same principles the puri- 
tans held, and its growth from the 
same courses they took ; together with 
the natural tendency of those principles 
and practices thitherward, especially of 
that one principle as it was by them 
misunderstood, that the scripture was 
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adequata agendorum regula, so as no-| felt in the remarkable periods of the 


thing might be lawfully done without 
express warrant either from some com- 
mand or example therein contained. 
The clue whereof, if followed as far as 
it would lead, would certainly in time 
carry them as far as the anabaptists 
were then gone.” 

Baptists of these eventful times! 
Your views on baptism have become 
increasingly valuable as the doctrinal 
lumber of the dark ages is being turned 
out and sifted. Besides being an act of 
confession, Christian baptism turns out 
to be a powerful antidote to the heresy 
of the misty past. It cannot save, but 
it is antagonistic to the error that 
destroys. Are you prepared to sur- 
render this doctrine? Are you prepared 
to hide it? Are you prepared so to 
blend yourselves with even evangelical 
communities as that this truth shall be 
suppressed? Do we now need no witness 
to the necessity of personal intelligent 
consecration? Are these the times in 
which it should be hid? What! when 
religion by proxy is rife? When the great 
battle with antichrist may be about to 
commence? When the priests around are 
impudently and in the name of God 
professing to regenerate by water, or by 
some sort of spiritual electricity snap- 
ping at their fingers’ ends, to be the 
conveyancers of grace? No, brethren, 
while we hold tenaciously that ritual 
observances are secondary to the doc- 
trines of the cross; while we are fore- 
most in showing our oneness with all 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
may not hide a truth which Christ has 
made prominent, and which gives an 
impressive testimony against prevailing 
error. 

Christians of these exciting times! 
Let us not hastily conclude that the 
cause of Christ is declining. Because 
there have been fluctuations in our 
numerical progression; because there 
has been the subsidence of excitement 


missionary enterprise by which its 
funds have been lessened; because cer- 
tain prophets are declaring that the 
world is growing worse; because the 
spread of millenarianism has withdrawn 
or withheld some missionary supporters, 
shall we therefore conclude that God 
has forsaken Zion? In these days 
when the world’s midnight has passed, 
when the latter-day glory is before us, 
what mean the vast changes that are 
taking place? Is God overturning 
thrones and the institutions of ages to 
introduce a time of greater darkness ? 
Has the universal mind been brought 
into a state of ferment that it may 
settle down again upon the stupid dog- 
mas of the dark ages? Have our 
sabbath school teachers educated mil- 
lions of growing minds that the uprising 
generation may be befooled by the 
priestly witchcraft of former times? 
Has the word of God, which shall not 
return unto him void, been distributed 
amongst the millions of the human 
family that it may be the harbinger of 
darker days? Shall idolatry hide its 
head for very shame that it may waken 
again to its former power? Shall infi- 
delity take the place of this senseless 
worship when the mere common sense 
of men is turning to faith of some sort 
as the aliment of their hope? No, 
brethren, it cannot be. Zion is engraven 
on the hands of her Lord. The pro- 
mises are written on the everlasting 
record. The prayers of the church 
have accumulated before the throne, 
The vital seed of heaven has been 
thrown broadcast on the vast field. 
And though faith may be sorely tried, 
some second Pentecost shall pour out 
its influence upon the cultivated soil, 
and as her numerous progeny shall 
stand before her, the church in her 
surprise and gratitude shall exclaim, 
“Who hath begotten me these? These 
where had they been ?” 
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The first argument in support of the 
sentiments expressed in the heading of 
this articleisdrawn from the spirit of hu- 
manity which pervaded the law of Moses. 
All distinctions in the law between what 
was ceremonial and what was moral are 
here overlooked in a reference to the 
spirit which generally runs through the 
institutes of Moses, and my argument 
is that those institutes most ably plead- 
ed the cause of the poor and needy, 
Indeed his laws were humane towards 
animals, how much more then may we 
expect to find them kind towards men ? 
and above all to the poor ? 

In the commandments upon the sab- 
bath, the ox, the ass, and the cattle, 
were to rest from labour in common 
with the man-servant and the maid- 
servant. Moses did not permit the 
farmer to “muzzle the ox that was 
treading out corn,’ lest the animal 
should not be able to eat as well as 
work, Deut. xxv. 4. In a note upon 
this passage in the Pictorial Bible it is 
said, “the indulgence must be under- 
stood as extended also to the ass, and 
other animals employed in the same 
labour. Its moral signification is also 
extended to man, and became in time a 
proverbial expression of the duty of 
kindness and liberality to all those who 
labour for and are dependent on us.” 
To such an extent did a spirit of kind- 
ness pervade the regulations of Moses 
that a man who saw the ox or the ass 
of his enemy going astray was ordered 
to restore it unto his owner, or if he 
saw the ass of one that hated him lying 
upon the ground under a burden, the 
law required that he should help it up, 
Exod. xxiii. 4, 5. Protection was 
granted even to dirds against persons 
who robbed their nests, for though they 


were permitted to take the eggs or the 
young ones the law ran in these words, 
“thou shalt in any wise let the dam go,” 
Deut.xxii.7. “This precept was intend - 
ed to humanize the minds of the people, 
leading them to feel that divine Provi- 
dence extended its regard over all its 
creatures, and that a spirit of benevo- 
lence and compassion would not be un- 
prized by God even as manifested 
towards the animal creation.”* The 
conclusion is obvious, that inasmuch as 
these humane directions were given to 
the Jews respecting birds and beasts of 
burden, it is but reasonable to think 
that the same Lawgiver would inculcate 
a kinder and more merciful spirit 
towards the chief sufferers in the hu- 
man family. 

That such was the fact may now be 
shown by an appeal to some of the social 
customs of the Jews. It is known to 
those who are familiar with Jewish 
history that most of the Jews were 
cultivators of the soil in the infancy of 
their commonwealth, and that the land 
of Canaan was eminently fitted for © 
pastoral and agricultural pursuits. 
Some tilled the ground, some kept their 
flocks, many dressed their vineyards, 
and others reaped the harvests. This 
will account for the fact that many of 
the laws of Moses were made for an 
agricultural rather than for a commer- 
cial population, and it is our business 
now to prove that his laws were both 
humane and wise. 

As an illustration and a_ proof 
of this remark you may read the 
following passages respecting the har- 
vests in Canaan, Lev. xix. 9, 10, and 


Deut. xxiv. 19—21. According to 


* Pictorial Bible in loco. | 
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these regulations the farmer was for- 
bidden to reap the corn which grew in 
the corners of his field, or the after 
growth, nor was it lawful for him to 
gather up the ears which had fallen 
upon the ground, or to return for a 
sheaf which had been accidentally left 
in the field. Upon the same principle, 
the owner of a vineyard or of an olive- 
yard was not permitted to glean the 
trees, for in such cases the right and 
privilege belonged to the widow, the 
fatherless, and the stranger. Moses 
gave directions, moreover, that the 
same objects of compassion should par- 
ticipate in the festivities which distin- 
guished the close of harvest among his 
countrymen, Deut. xvi. 9—12. “In 
what code of laws, merely human, is a 
requisition to be found so counteracting 
to selfishness, so encouraging to liberal- 
ity, and so beneficently considering to 
the poor and needy? But the Mosaic 
dispensation, like the Christian, breathed 
with love to God and benevolence to 
man.”* Whether these laws and cus- 
toms had their origin in the Source of 
all good or not, the most hardened 
sceptic will scarcely have boldness 
enough to ascribe them to the wisdom 
and disinterestedness of man; _ but 
there they are in the code of Moses, 
and the opponent of divine revelation 
must account for them as he can upon 
his own wretched principles. Right or 
wrong the Jewish people never called 
in question their divine authority, much 
less did they ever think that such 
monuments of superhuman wisdom and 
kindness could be the production of 
fabulous lawgivers and worldly senates. 

Respecting hired labowrers Moses gave 
directions that were full of equity and 
compassion. Masters were forbidden 
to oppress, defraud, or rob their ser- 
yants, whether Hebrews or strangers, 
lest they should cry unto heaven, and 
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the Judge of all should redress their 
wrongs. Every day at sunset they 
were to receive their wages, and it was 
expressly prohibited that the wages 
should remain in the hands of the 
master “all night until the morning,” 
Ley. xix. 13, and Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. 
The same regulations continued to be 
acted upon in the time of Christ, and 
are in force to this day in some eastern 
countries, Matt. xx. 1—15. Hired la- 
bourers, moreover, enjoyed the rest of 
the sabbath and the produce of the 
sabbatical year in common with other 
classes of the community. 

Wise and humane laws were made on 
the subject of pledges. No person could 
legally take a millstone in pledge, and 
the law gave as a reason for this prohi- 
bition that it was taking a man’s life to 
pledge, Deut. xxiv. 6. The Jews ground 
their corn for domestic use from day to 
day by means of two stones that were 
worked by one or two persons, and 
“they were forbidden to take either of 
the stones to pledge, because if they did 
the poor family would not be able to 
prepare their necessary food, and thus 
suffer for want of bread. Hence they 
are called a man’s life. The same rea-~ 
son held good against receiving in 
pledge or distraining for debt any 
instruments of labour by which men 
earned their livelihood.”* Nor did the 
laws of Moses permit the lender of 
money or of goods to enter the 
house of the borrower to fetch a 
pledge, lest by design or by accident he 
might take away an article of necessity; 
but the borrower had a legal right to 
choose his own pledge, and thus an 
opportunity was given him of parting 
with something that he wanted least, 
Deut. xxiv. 10,11. When it happened 
that a poor man’s raiment had been 
given up as security to a creditor the 
law commanded that it should be re- 


* Comprehensive Bible on Ley. xix. 9, 10. 


* Comprehensive Bible. Note. 


148 


turned to him by the going down of the 
sun, “that he may sleep in his own rai- 
ment, and bless thee; and it shall be 
righteousness unto thee before the Lord 
thy God,” Exod. xxii. 26, 27; Deut. 
xxiv. 12, 13. “The raiment here re- 
ferred to was most likely the same as 
the hyke of the Arabs in which they 
often carry their provisions, as well as 
wrap themselves in the day, and sleep 
in the night, being their only substitute 
for a bed. How necessary then it was 
to restore the hyke to a poor man be- 
fore the going down of the sun, that he 
might have something to repose on, will 
sufficiently appear from these conside- 
rations. The pledge restored in the 
evening might have been taken back to 
the creditor next morning.” * It should 
be added that there was an absolute 
prohibition against taking a widow’s 
raiment in pledge, Deut. xxiv. 17, 18. 
Admirable arrangements were made 
for the support and comfort of the Jews 
in allotments of land. When Joshua 
and his countrymen had conquered the 
Canaanites the land was divided into 
twelve parts, which the tribes drew by 
lot according to their families. The 
district of country which each tribe 


had drawn was then subdivided amongst. 


the families composing that tribe. All 
the heads of families thus became free- 
holders, and their patrimonial estates 
could not suffer perpetual alienation. 
Kivery citizen had a portion of land as 
his stake in the country—he could cul- 
tivate it for the benefit of his children, 
and at his death it descended to the 
next in succession, but the law inter- 
posed to prevent its alienation beyond 
the next jubilee. Before the jubilee, 
however, the Jew could redeem his in- 
heritance by paying the creditor an 
equivalent in money, or if he was not 
able to do it the law empowered the 


* Comprehensive and Pictorial Bibles on the 
texts quoted, 
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nearest akin to do it for him, Lev. xxv. 
23—27. These regulations had a ten- 
dency to foster in the minds of the peo- 
ple generally a spirit of independence, 
while they raised up a barrier against 
the plots of ambitious men who might 
wish to enslave their countrymen by 
getting the principal part of the land 
into their own hands. Under such a 
system every man felt that he was of 
some importance in the commonwealth, 
he had powerful motives to maintain 
order and subordination, he watched 
over his own rights with all the zeal of 
a patriot, and it was no vain boast that 
he was a citizen. Industry and frugal- 
ity were indispensable to the comfort of 
every household, while temptations to 
pride and luxury were but few in num- 
ber. We may readily believe that such 
arrangements increased the stock of 
national happiness, and it is evident 
enough that they wore a benign aspect 
towards the poorer classes in the land.* 

On the subject of slavery the laws of 
Moses breathed a spirit of justice and 
humanity. Slavery was in existence 
before Moses flourished, and indeed be- 
fore the days of Abraham. It has been 
urged as an argument against the divine 
legation of Moses that he did not 
abolish or forbid slavery among his 
countrymen, but had he done so there 
is every reason to believe that the sur- 
rounding nations, in which the evil 
prevailed in its worst forms, would have 
combined against the infant common- 
wealth of Israel under the hope of 
crushing such a dangerous neighbour. 
But though the Jewish lawgiver did not 
put down slavery he placed upon it 
many strong and merciful checks which 
modified the evil and gave protection 
to the captive. Slavery had been per- 
petual, he limited it toa certain period. 
Masters had possessed the power of life 
and death over their slaves, Moses took 
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THE BIBLE THE FRIEND OF THE POOR. 


away that power and defended the 
bondman against the unrestrained 
cruelty of his owner. If a master 
wounded or maimed a slave the injured 
party obtained his freedom in conse- 
quence, and if the slave died from his 
wounds the offender was punished for 
homicide. Moreover, all slaves rested 
from labour on the sabbath day, and on 
those annual festivals which were pecu- 
liar to the Jewish nation. When a 
slave had made his escape from another 
country and sought protection among 
the children of Israel, the law com- 
manded that they should receive him 
with kindness, and on no account give 
him up to his owner or pursuer, Deut. 
xxiii, 15, 16. Death was the penalty 
for stealing or for selling a man, Exod. 
xxi, 16, and on the year of jubilee 
every bondman recovered his freedom. 
These laws of Moses for regulating 
the social customs of his countrymen 
were mild and just, sheltering the poor 
from the exactions of the rich, protect- 
ing the weak against the oppression of 
the strong, and full of charity and be- 
nevolence towards widows, orphans, and 
strangers. Whether they came from 
heaven or not, it is certain that no hu- 
man laws were ever like them for com- 
passion to the poor, for even-handed 
justice between man and man, for the 
protection of innocency, for the punish- 
ment of evil-doers, and for diffusing the 
largest amount of good among the 
greatest number of persons. Whatever 
may have been their origin it would be 
the height of absurdity to regard them 
as the offspring of man, whose nature 
is selfish even to a proverb, and in whom 
the lust of power has the force of a law. 
Among all the nations of antiquity the 
Jewish people stood alone with this code 
of laws, and unbelievers who deny the 
divine legation of Moses incur the re- 
sponsibility of accounting for his insti- 
tutes upon some better principle. No 
school of infidels, no sect of philosophers, 
VOL, XIII.—FOURTH SERIES, 
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none of the fabulous or of the actual 
legislators of mankind, ever made such 
just and humane laws as those written 
in the Pentateuch by Moses the servant 
of God and the interpreter of his will. 
“This is that Moses,” said the martyr 
Stephen, “who received the lively oracles 
to give unto us,’ and who was admon- 
ished “to make all things after the pat- 
tern showed to him in the mount.” 

The argument for the humanity of 
the law gathers strength from an appeal 
to the religious customs and festivals of 
the Jews. In the statutes which enforced 
and regulated the payment of ¢zthes the 
poor and needy were not forgotten. 
There is no room here to go into the 
controversy respecting tithes, nor would 
this correspond with the design of the 
present article, but the interests of 
truth justify the remark that the laws 
bearing upon Jewish tithes breathed 
compassion to the widow, the fatherless, 
and the stranger. In addition to the 
gleaning of corn fields, of vineyards, and 
of oliveyards, which constituted one part 
of the tithes that belonged to the poor, 
they were mercifully remembered when 
richer neighbours presented their offer- 
ings before the Lord either in Jerusalem 
or in other places. Persons who lived 
in the country were permitted to re- 
deem their tithes for an equivalent in 
money, which they were to spend in 
Jerusalem at one of the sacred festivals 
in making provision for the Levite and 
other necessitous individuals, Deut. xiv. 
22—27. Every third year tithe payers 
were released from the obligation to go 
up to Jerusalem, but the law directed 
that they should spend at home what- 
ever their tithes were valued at in feast- 
ing the stranger, the fatherless, the 
widow, and the Levite, as a sure way of 
bringing down the blessing of God upon 
the work of their hands, Deut. xiv. 28, 
29, Thug at every stage in the argument 
compassion to the poor shines forth asa 


beautiful feature in the ancient econo- 
».4 


my, and as remote from the spirit of 
man as heayen is from earth. 

From the payment of tithes let the 
reader now pass on to the laws of Moses 
respecting the sabbatical year, Lev. Xxv- 
1—7. This was a remarkable institu- 
tion both in its design and in its results. 
There has been no parallel to it in the 
history of the world, and it stands in 
the pages of the Old Testament a pro- 
found mystery apart from our belief in 
divine interposition. It ordained that 
all labour should cease in the field, and 
the whole land remained fallow for 
the space of a year. No plough- 
share disturbed the soil, no knife 
pruned the vine, and no servant reaped 
the harvest. Nature yielded her fruits 
spontaneously for the common good; 
and that there might be no scarcity 
during this season of long repose the 
Lord promised that the sixth year 
should produce a threefold crop, and 
therefore a sufficiency to supply the 
wants of the people until the harvest of 
the eighth year was ripe. Inasmuch as 
all work was forbidden, it was wisely 
ordered that no debts should be collect- 
éd this year,and every Hebrew in bonds 
rhight demand his freedom, Deut. xv. 1, 
and Exod. xxi. 2. The whole country 
was thrown open for the benefit of all 
classes who had a right to any fruits 
they found, whether in the valley of 
Eshcol or among the glories of Lebanon. 
Thelaw itself was a powerful check upon 
the selfishness of man, and it made the 
people feel their dependence upon the 
bounty of heaven. Men did not then eat 
bread in the sweat of their faces, cattle 
rested from their toils,and every corner of 
the land was under the special protection 
of God, Therich manand the poor widow 
were equally dependent upon the good- 
ness and the care of Jehovah. How 
the manservant and the maidservant, 
how the bondman and the debtor, re- 
joiced under this respite from labour 
and bondage! Surely it is not too much 
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to say that no human lawgivers ever 
made such laws as Moses did, that no 
other nation ever had such an institu- 
tion as the sabbatical year, and that the 
name of God is stamped upon it in 
unmistakable characters. To my own 
mind there is no resisting these conclu- 
sions without an utter disregard to the 
light of history, to the experience of 
mankind in every age, and to signs and 
wonders from heaven. 

There were some connecting links be- 
tween the sabbatical year and the judilee, 
Ley. xxv. 8. Thiscame round once in fifty 
years, and brought with it a season of 
universal freedom and rejoicing. The 
first nine days were spent in festivities 
and gratulations, but the tenth day was 
ushered in by the blowing of trumpets 
which published liberty through all the 
land of Canaan. As soon as the trum- 
pets sounded every bondman became 
free, every prison door was opened, and 
every debtor escaped from the power of 
his creditor. From his dungeon the 
prisoner came forth to breath the sweet 
air of liberty, and to roam in the val- 
leys, or on the hill-sides, where he had 
spent his youth. Lands that had been 
sold in consequence of poverty, or 
through any other misfortune, reverted 
to the original proprietor or to the next 
in succession. Whatever circumstances 
leda Jew to sell or pledge his inheritance, 
he recovered it at the next Jubilee, and 
the buyer calculated its value by the 
time that must elapse before the year 
of freedom returned ; and when a He- 
brew had been reduced to slavery 
through debt, or war, or any other 
calamity, the trump of jubilee restored 
him to liberty. Such a law became a 
barrier against the oppression of the 
poor, and interposed strong checks upon 
creditors and slaveowners. While it 
placed liberty and property upon a sure 
foundation, it made provision against 
the extremes of poverty and wealth. 
Whatever inequalities had taken place’ 
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in the course of fifty years, they dis- 
appeared on the return of jubilee; and 
the man who had been for a time 
monarch of all he surveyed, returned to 
a position of equality with those who 
had been his bondmen or poor neigh- 
bours, Hereditary wealth and perpetual 
serfdom could not exist under an econo- 
my such as that of which the jubilee 
formed a part. No people in the history 
of the world have been so sure of their 
rights and possessions as the children 
of Israel were under the protection of 
their divine and wonderful institutions. 
“How incredible is it that any legislator 
would have ventured to propose such a 
law as this, except in consequence of 
the fullest conviction on both sides, that 
a peculiar providence would constantly 
facilitate its execution. When this law, 
therefore, was proposed and received, 
such a conviction must have existed in 
both the Jewish legislator and the 
Jewish people. Since, then, nothing 
could have produced this conviction but 
the experience or the belief of some 
such miraculous interposition as the 
history of the Pentateuch details, the 
very existence of this law is a standing 
monument that, when it was given, the 
Mosaic miracles were fully believed, 
Now this law was coeval with the wit- 
nesses themselves. If, then, the facts 
were so plain and public, that those 
who witnessed them could not be mis- 
taken as to their existence or miraculous 
nature, the reality of the Mosaic mira- 
cles is clear and undeniable.”* 

From the jubilee we pass to the sab- 
bath, which was made for man. The 
origin of the sabbath was anterior to the 
promulgation of the law, and coeval 
with the work of creation. Gen. i. 3. 
The sabbath itself was eventually in- 
cluded in the Ten Commandments, and 
the observance of it was enforced upon 
every Jew by the authority of God. 


*® Greayes on the Pentateuch, vol, i. p. 171. 
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Kx, xx. 8-11. The day itself was a- 
memorial of God’s resting from the 
work of creation, and was designed as a 


season for universal rest. Both man 
and beast reaped its advantages. The 
labourer rested from his toils. The 


slave enjoyed a period of repose. The- 
husbandman recruited his strength and 
girdedup his loins for new duties: while 
the plough and the pruning-hookwerelaid. 
aside for the harp and other instruments: 
of music. No one was permitted to 
travel more'than a sabbath day’s jour-: 
ney, no sound of a mill-stone was heard: 
in the land, nor could any man violate: 
the law without bringing down upon: 
himself the penalty of transgression.- 
It was a day of joy and not of sorrow, it: 
was the holy of the Lord and honour-: 
able, it was a national holiday that re- 
turned every week, and brought to the 
people precious advantages. Great and 
manifold, however, as its advantages: 
were to the nation at large, none en- 
joyed them so much as the poor, the 
man-servant and the maid-servant, the 
children of toil and field labourers. To 
them it was “the torch of time,” “the 
light of the week,’ “the antidote of 
heaven to the curse of labour,” and “ the 
pearl of days,’ In the’ words of Her- 
bert, it was 
A “day most calm, most bright, 
The fruit of this, the next world’s bud, 


The week were dark but for thy light, 
Thy torch doth show the way.” 


Any day the rich man could rest if he 
thought well, the only rest of the poor 
man was the sabbath. Had no such 
law been made by God, life and health 
would have been sacrificed to the crav- 
ings of avarice and upon the altars of 
mammon. Human life would haye 
been shortened to a frightful extent by 
a ceaseless round of labour and anxiety, 
but the poor would have been the first 
and the principal sufferers for want of 
such a periodical rest. The Lord of the 
sabbath foresaw the evil and interposed 
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a check. He made the sabbath for 
man in general, for the benefit of the 
poor in particular, and as a safeguard 
to the whole nation. Thus divine wis- 
dom and compassion“are seen in the in- 
stitution of such'a rest, nor can any 
man of candour fail to trace it up to 
God. 

In addition to the religious festivals 
already noticed, the passover, the pen- 
tecost, and the tabernacles, were so- 
lemnly observed by the Jews as memo- 
rials of divine goodness towards them 
as a nation. These festivals were an- 
nual, and lasted seven or eight days in 
succession. All the males of every tribe 
were required to attend them in Jeru- 
salem as an acknowledgment of their 
dependence upon God, and of his 
guardianship over them as a peculiar 
people. In their absence from home 
the land was taken under the special 
protection of God, who engaged to pre- 
serve it from internal commotions and 
from foreign invasion. These were 
seasons of national rest and of general 
rejoicing. Tribe met tribe in the holy 
city. Kindred united with kindred in 
the temple of worship. The man-servant 
and the maid-servant, the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow, rejoiced be- 
fore the Lord in Zion, the perfection of 
beauty. Wealthy citizens abounded in 
hospitality towards their poor country- 
men, the love of nationality was cher- 
ished in almost every bosom, and a 
multitude of circumstances warranted 
Moses in saying “ There is no nation so 
great, that hath statutes and judgments 
so righteous as all this law which I set 
before you this day.” Deut. xvi. 9—17. 

This cursory glance at the religious 
customs of the Jews proves that the 
laws of Moses were humane in a high 
degree, and pervaded by a spirit of true 
benevolence. Protection to the poor, 
provision for the poor, compassion to the 
poor, meet us on every hand, and reveal 
to us the mind of God. Honour the 
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widow, pity the fatherless, and be kind 
to the stranger, run through these laws 
and institutes, showing most clearly 
their divine origin, and that Moses 
had not been up into the mount with 
God in vain. Thus far the argument 
sets forth the bible as the poor man’s 
friend, the ablest defender of jhis rights, 
and the best security for his happiness. 
Whoever then may neglect or despise 
such a book, the poor should love it 
more than silver or gold. 

And now, the argument might be 
concluded by ‘a reference to some pre- 
cepts of the law with regard to the 
suffering portions of mankind. Take 
the following injunctions touching the 
widow and the fatherless. Exodus xxii. 
22—24, and Deut. xxvii. 19. With re- 
gard to the stranger Moses gave these 
directions. Lev. xix. 33, 34. Deut. xxiv. 
14, 15. Respect and veneration were 
demanded for the old man. Lev. xix. 
32. Compassion was enjoined towards 
the blind and the deaf. Ley. xix. 14, 
Deut. xxvii.18. Disobedience and cruelty 
to parents were punished as sins of the 
first magnitude. Deut. xxvii. 16, Exodus 
xxl. 15, and Proverbs xxx. 17. The 
poor in general were to be treated with 
kindness, Deut. xv. 7—11, and therefore 
the oppression of the poor was abso- 
lutely forbidden. Psalm xii. 5. Proverbs 
xiv. 31. xvii. 5. Such injunctions as 
the above were backed by the promise 
of rewards, and by worthy examples. 
Deut. xxviii. 1—12. Ps. xli.1. Job xxix. 
11—17. 

But time and room would fail to pro- 
duce a tithe of the precepts and pro- 
mises which inculcate benevolence and 
charity to the poor and affiicted. In 
every part of the Old Testament truth, 
justice, love, and mercy are commanded; 
while violence, fraud, covetousness, and 
inhumanity are condemned. No people 
could ever boast of laws so just and 
merciful as those which the Jews had. 


Go into their courts of justice, and if 
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you find a partial judge you will hear 
the divine Lawgiver saying to him, 
“Thou shalt not respect the person of 
the poor, nor honour the person of the 
mighty, but in righteousness shalt thou 
judge thy neighbour.” Ley. xix. 15. 
Deut. xxv. 1. Lay hold of a man that 
violates the common principles of ho- 
nesty by using false weights, and the 
law says to him “a false balance is 
abomination to the Lord.” Ley. xix. 35, 
36. Walk over the farm of a man that 
has robbed his labourers of their hire, 
and though you may not see a blight 
upon his corn, or upon his vines, or 


upon his olive-trees, yet you will hear | 


God saying, by the prophet Malachi, 


“T will be a swift witness against those | 


that oppress the hireling in his wages, 
the widow and the fatherless, and that 
turn away the stranger from his right.” 
Mal. iii. 5. Find any one that has built 
his house without paying the workmen 
their hire, and it will seem as though 
the very stones and beams had become 
vocal in uttering “ Woe unto him that 
buildeth his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by wrong; that useth 
his neighbour’s service without wages, 
and giveth him not for his work.” Jer. 
xxii. 13—17. 

Such duties and prohibitions as the 


foregoing were taught the Jewish | 


people in their sacred books, in their 
national history, by a succession of 
illustrious prophets, by their great 
moralist himself, and by the exam- 
ples of their best kings. Principles 
of justice and mercy ran through every 
part of their economy, such as gave 
them a moral pre-eminence over sur- 
rounding nations. Such a stern oppo- 
sition to injustice under every form, 
and such arguments for loving mercy, 
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can be found in no book but the bible, 
nor will the most admired laws of pagan 
legislators bear any comparison with 
the institutes of Moses. Even the de- 
mocracy of Athens and the republic of 
Rome, are cast into the shades by the 
commonwealth of Israel with regard to 
the elements of true greatness, while 
the Twelve Tables of Roman renown 
are darkness itself when brought near 
the light of the Ten Commandments. 
Among all the lawgivers of antiquity, 
Moses stands pre-eminent for wisdom, 
for justice, for compassion, for humanity, 
and for a code of laws whose origin 
cannot be traced satisfactorily apart 
from divine inspiration. As far then as 
the argument has conducted us, the 
bible pleads the cause of the poor above 
all other books, so as to leave those who 
reject it absolutely without excuse. 
When poor men speak against the bible 
they know not what they do. Prejudice 
or ignorance has blinded their minds. 
They might as well find fault with the 
sun when it is shining in the heavens, 
and making the earth glad with its 
cheerful beams. Whether their enmity 
is traceable to the wickedness of the 
human heart, and whether it has been 
aggravated by the arts of evil men, or 
by the inconsistencies of Christian pro- 
fessors, it ought not to exist another 
moment even in the smallest degree. 
Nor would it influence them any longer 
had they but candour and honesty 
enough to study the book for them- 
selves, and to judge of its merits after a 
careful examination of its own pages, 
rather than be guided by the misrepre- 
sentations of its enemies, or even by the 
eulogies of its friends. Undoubtedly 
the bible bears the image and super- 
scription of God. 
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THE CHRISTIAN A BLESSING. 


BY THE REV. DAVID THOMPSON. 


«Thou shalt be a blessing.” 


Retraton is not only to do us good 
but to make us good. We not only re- 
ceive and enjoy, but have something to 
communicate or impart. Abraham was 
blessed, and so became a universal 
blessing. And blessings received and 
communicated ever widen and increase, 
It is their nature to grow and accumu- 
late. We must not judge of them by 
present appearances. Of what use is 
that small spring in yonder mountain ? 
It is the source or head of that rolling 
water that bears on its bosom ships of 
burden. Cut off the spring and you 
dry the stream. So it is in religion. 
Christianity has its source or head. But 
for Abraham there could not have been 
an Isaac; but for Isaac there could not 
have been a Jacob; and but for Jacob 
there could not have been a Joseph and 
his brethren. And we believe that the 
salvation of the unnumbered ransomed 
ones around the throne may all be 
traced up to the prayers, and tears, and 
pious efforts of some one individual 
living in the first ages. Abraham is 
the father of the faithful, the grand 
parent of believers. Though dead, he 
speaks. He is held in everlasting re- 
membrance, and is more useful now 
than when alive. His faith and works 
speak grand lessons, written as with a 
sunbeam. 

It is vain to judge of the usefulness 
of another by present results. We may 
misjudge fearfully by ascribing too 
much to a ministry that is seemingly 
successful. Sinners are eonverted by 
the preaching of the gospel; but who 
knows but that those saved are saved 
rather in answer to the prayers of the 
church, or to the earnest supplications 
of some one pious individual who is 
weeping in secret, than as the reward 


of ministerial fidelity. Still it must be 
received as a truth that Christianity is 
beneficent, and that those who receive 
and enjoy its blessings are a good unto 
others. They are a present good; they 
are an wndying good. The influence of 
their goodness widens and increases by. 
age. The circle enlarges—the number 
converted multiply. The spiritual. 
father of a Carey, or a Williams, or a. 
Knibb, has numerous spiritual grand- 
children in their converts. Thus, what 
a narrow view of our usefulness do we 
take if we judge by things seen. Let 
us have faith in the future, and let the 
wondrous developments of other days 
stimulate to diligent present action. 
Every Christian acts his part if he is 
pure, prayerful, and active, in ushering 
in the world’s jubilee. The hewers of 
wood and the drawers of water are 
needful in the building of the temple, 
and were as important in their place as 
the artificers and the cunning workmen. 
In a building there are materials of 
different size and value. Its strength 
frequently consists in things hidden 
from human gaze. So in religion ; the 
hidden graces, faith, hope, and charity, 
that have their seat in the heart, and 
the fervent closet prayer, are far more 
important than the visible manifesta- 
tions. Both are necessary, but the 
hidden are the mainsprings of useful- 
ness—the seat of vital life. In a paint- 
ing all objects are not equally prominent; 
but the smallest dotting, the most 
minute line, the least shade, add to the 
beauty and completeness of the picture. 
See those heavens, where are lighted 
worlds, what variety of magnitude, yet 
all speak God’s glory. See this earth— 


“Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its fragrance in the desert air.” 
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Yet they all answer a purpose. So in 
the church; there are many rare flowers 
unheeded by mortals, unacknowledged ; 
yet flowers they are, with lovely tints— 
flowers that blush, meek and modest, 
that hang their head humbly, that suck 
in thirstily the night dews, and that 
live in secret quietude; but we must 
not, we cannot say, that they “ waste 
their fragrance in the desert air ?” No, 
blessed be God, their fragrance never 
can be wasted. Its sweetness ascends 
and spreads, till mingling with the 
flame of the sacrifice, and the rich per- 
fume of the censer of incense, it fills 
all heaven with its sweetness. And see 
ourselves—* the eye cannot say to the 
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hand, I have no need of thee; nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of thee.” All the family of the 
faithful have their uses and influences, 
they fill up some part in the kingdom 
of grace ; so that we may well listen to 
the words of Jesus, “Take heed that ye 
despise not one of these little ones, for 
I say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven.” So that 
our motto may apply less or more to 
every faithful Christian, however mean 
his parts or however poor, “ Zhow shalt 
be a blessing.” 


Great Torrington. 


TRANSFERRED WORDS IN THE COMMON ENGLISH TESTAMENT, 


NO. III.—ANGEL. 


Tun Greek word “Ayyé\oc, ANGELOS, 
occurs in the New Testament in 183 
instances. It is translated in the 
common version in seyen only. They 
are these :— 


Matt, xi. 10....Behold I send my messenger 
; before thy face. 
Mark i. 2; ,.....Behold I send my messenger 
before thy face. 
Luke vii, 24.,.. When the messengers of John 
were departed. 
vil. 27. ..,I send my messenger before thy 
face. 
ix. 52. .,.Set his face to go to Jerusalem 
and sent messengers before 
: him, 
2 Cor, xii. 7 ...A thorn in the. flesh, the mes- 
senger of Satan. 
James ii, 25.2... When she had received the 
messengers. 


Thus it appears that the epithet is 
applied to John the Baptist, to his 
friends whom he had sent on an errand 
to our Lord, to the disciples who were 
sent into a Samaritan village to pur- 
chase provisions, to the cause of an 


affliction with which Paul was visited, 
and to the spies sent by Joshua to 
Jericho.. These were all messengers, 
and therefore angels. In some other 


| instances it is doubtful whether it refers 


to human agents or to beings of ano- 
ther order; but in the greater number 
of cases it evidently designates agents 
not belonging to our species but sent 
by God as messengers to the children of 
men. Such must have been the mes- 
sengers by whom Lazarus after death 
was carried to Abraham’s bosom; the 
messengers whose existence the Saddu- 
cees denied, when they said that there 
was “no resurrection, neither angel, nor 
spirit; .and the messengers to whom 
Paul referred when he said, “ Though I 
speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am_be- 
come as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal.” The cognate work "AyyeXia, 
ANGELIA, occurs in 1 John iii. 11, and 
is properly rendered message: “This is 
the message that ye heard from the be- 
ginning.” 
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The writer of the article an@rts in 
Kitto’s Cyclopedia of Biblical Litera- 
ture, taking a more extensive view of 
the subject, including Old Testament 
usage, defines the word thus: —“A 
word signifying both in Hebrew and 
Greek messengers, and therefore used to 
denote whatever God employs to execute 
his purposes, or to manifest his presence 
and his power. In some passages it 
occurs in the sense of an ordinary 
messenger (Job i. 14; 1 Sam. xi. 3; 
Luke vii. 4, ix. 52); in others it is 
applied to prophets (Isaiah xliii. 19 ; 
Haggai i. 13; Mal. iii): to priests 
(Eccl. v. 5; Mal. ii. 7): to ministers of 
the new Testament (Rey. i. 20). It is 
also applied to impersonal agents ; as to 
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| the pillar of cloud (Exod. xiv. 19): to 
the pestilence (2 Sam. xxiv. 16,17; 2 
Kings xix. 30): to the winds (who 
maketh the winds his angels,’ Psalm 
civ. 4): so likewise plagues generally 
are called ‘ evil angels,’ (Ps. lxxviii. 49) : 
and Paul calls his thorn in the flesh an 
‘angel of Satan’ (2 Cor. xii. 7). 

“But this name is more eminently 
and distinctively applied to certain 
spiritual beings or heavenly intelligences, 
employed by God as the ministers of 
his will, and usually distinguished as 
angels of God or angels of Jehovah, In 
this case the name has respect to their 
official capacity as ‘messengers,’ and 
not to their nature or condition.” 


A SONG IN 


There are, who in this busy life, 
Have thought an active part to bear, 
To mingle in the daily strife, 

And hourly care, 


To win them wealth, respect, or fame, 

Yet not their own these gifts to call ; 

Wishful to yield to one sweet name, 
Themselyes—their all. 


For His they are, and Him they own, 

Who crowns with good the sons of need; 

The smile, the blessing from whose throne, 
Makes rich indeed, 


But they must learn by frequent pain, 

And far seclusion from the throng, 

That ’tis not happiest to remain 
Wrestling too long. 

To earthly scenes, as false as fair, 

The mind so easily conforms, 

That faith might suffer shipwreck there, 
In unfeared storms, 


Wherefore with holier aim than ours, 

Our God, though lingering long to smite, 

Brings us the stern, yet kindly hours, 
Of sorrow’s night. 


Then have we leisure to remark 
The busy past’s too devious way, 
And learn how, wandering in the dark, 

We deemed it day. 
By sight we walked, by wish and will; 
Prayer’s breath was faltering, hope was faint ; 
And easy plain, not labouring hill, 

Met the pleased saint. 


Our steps had well-nigh turned aside, 
Our hearts already gone too far, 


THE NIGHT. 


When rose before us that sweet guide, 
His evening star. 

Nor haye we space to wander o'er, 

When thus retired, the past alone, 

But forward years, and thence explore 
The world unknown. 


To seek more knowledge of its state, 

More meetness for its joys, more share 

Of kindred thoughts, with them that wait 
And worship there. 

More sympathy with our dear Lord, 

King of that high and glorious realm, 

Who to his own does strength afford, 
When fears o’erwhelm. 


Who lays “ the everlasting arms” 

Around, beneath their suffering frame ; 

Their hope revives, their anguish calms, 
With his own name. 


Rock, Tower, or Fortress, Buckler, Shield, 

Liken that name to what ye list ; 

Bright beams its presence, thus revealed 
Through midnight’s mist. 

If destined still for busy life, 

He fits them thus for its pursuit ; 

Gives eagerness for holier strife, 
And worthier fruit. 


Or if he has decreed their rise, 

Ere long to his unseen abode, 

’Tis thus he breaks restraining ties, 
And clears the road. 


That when his chariot wheels are heard, 

Earth’s pilgrim may its joys forego, 

And homeward, like the uncaged bird, 
With gladness go. 
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Moon rises, 41 min. past 10, evening. 
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Baptist Irish Committee, half-past 5, 
Moon rises, 56 min. past 1, morning. 
Sirius south, 43 min, past 7, evening. 
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1823, W. Ward (Serampore) died, et. 54, 
Moon rises, 40 min. past 3, morning, 
1702, William III. died, aged 62. 

Moon rises, 22 min, past 4, morning. 
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2 Kings xix, 14—37, Luke xviii, 1—14. 
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Moon rises, 88 min, past 4, afternoon. 
Stepney Committee at 6. 
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Full Moon, 26 min, past 11, night. 
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The day usually called Good Friday. 
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REVIEWS. 


Seripture Baptism, a Series of Familiar 
Letters to a Friend, in Reply to “ Chris- 
tian Baptism,” by the Hon. and Rev, 
Baptist Noel, M.A. By Henry J. Gam- 


BLE. London: Snow. 16mo., pp. 233. 


“Tuave been immersedas a believer.” 
*T used to administer this ordinance by 
immersion.’ ‘These, and similar refer- 
ences to his own history give to Mr. 
Gamble’s performance a claim on our 
attention which else we should not be 
disposed to concede. It is easy now to 
write a book on either side of the con- 
troversy to which this publication refers ; 
if a man will follow his predecessors, 
availing himself of their reasonings, 
very little skill is necessary to enable 
him to write a plausible defence of 
either the baptist or the pedobaptist 
practice. Unless there be something to 
distinguish a work on this subject from 
the mass of publications of the same 
kind, we have not much inclination to 
peruse it; but when, as in the case 
of Mr. Noel, an eminent and experienced 
minister comes over to us from another 
section of the church, and tells the pub- 
lic why, or when, as in the case of Mr. 
Gamble, one who had been numbered 
among us avows a change of sentiment, 
the fact may naturally be supposed to 
excite in some degree both our own 
curiosity and that of our readers. Mr. 
Gamble now comes forward very pro- 
perly to develope his present views, say- 
ing, “Since Mr. Noel has assigned his 
reasons for embracing those sentiments 
which have been abandoned by myself, 
I have felt it right to yield to a desire 
long cherished, (but which I had shrunk 
from carrying into effect,) of assigning 
my reasons for embracing those senti- 
ments which he has abandoned.” 


In one respect, the volume has afford- 
ed us pleasure. It enables us without 
impugning Mr. Gamble’s integrity, im- 
puting to him dishonourable motives, 
or inquiring into any secrets, to account 
for the fact that he has transferred him- 
self to another denomination. His 
new connexions, who have welcomed 
him kindly, will of course ascribe the 
change in part to his candour and open- 
ness to conviction, and in part to the 
comparative weakness of ourarguments, 
On the other hand, if they have read 
his book, they will not be surprised that 
we should hint that his acquaintance 
with our arguments was by no means 
profound. It is not to be imputed to 
him as a grave fault that at the age at 
which his change of views took place he 
was not deeply read in the controversial 
works in which our sentiments have 
been elaborately defended. Born and 
brought up among baptists, when he 
became earnest about spiritual interests 
it was quite a matter of course that he 
should be immersed on a profession of 
his faith, There was nothing in the 
circumstances that could require him to 
search into the reasonings of polemics 
respecting the ordinance, or fortify 
himself against the assaults of those 
who would maintain that he ought to 
have been baptized sixteen or seventeen 
years before. Then, the early part of 
his college course would hardly be occu- 
pied with this study, and the latter part 
was unhappily cut short by a state of 
health which led him to withdraw pre- 
maturely. Entering at once on full 
pastoral labour, before he had attained 
his legal majority we believe, he must 
have found that other studies than those 
of controversy demanded his attention, 


GAMBLE ON SCRIPTURE BAPTISM. 


and it would have been astonishing had 
his reading lay in the volumes of Gale, 
or Gill, or Booth, on denominational 
peculiarities, or had his biblical re- 
searches been principally directed to the 
subject of baptism. This may account 
for the naiveté with which he adduces 
arguments which were exploded long 
ago, and for the want of accuracy in 
the statement of our sentiments with 
which his book is disfigured. It is, in- 
deed, startling to find one who has been 
a baptist minister speaking repeatedly 
of “adult baptism” as that which bap- 
tists practice, when it is generally known 
that we object as strongly to the baptism 
of adults as we do to the baptism of in- 
fants, unless they are believers. Church- 
men who are ignorant of our principles, 
do indeed speak of our practice as 
“adult baptism,” and we have known 
them ask: “ At what age do you baptize 
your young people ?” or, “On what do 
you found your practice of delaying 
baptism till a person is twenty-one 
years of age?” To such inquirers it is 
not wonderful that it should benecessary 
to explain that what we contend for is 
not adult baptism but believers’ baptism; 
and that in regard to scripture prece- 
dents, all that we allege respecting any 
who were baptized is that they were 
believers, not that they were adult he- 
lievers. So generally is this understood 
among baptists that it will seem strange, 
we doubt not, to many of Mr. Gamble’s 
former associates, that he should write 
thus :—“The addition of one word to 
the narrative, would have sufficed to 
inform us that Lydia’s family consisted 
of adult believers.”—p. 144. “ When 
therefore fit is assumed that the baptiz- 
ed family was composed of believing 
adults.”—p. 144. “Whether that as- 
sumption is most unfounded which re- 
gards Lydia’s family as containing 
children, or that which regards it as 
composed of believing adults.” —p. 147. 


“Perhaps, however, Mr. Noel means | 
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that the phrase ‘baptize infants,’ is no 
where to be found in the New Testa- 
ment. Possibly not. Neither is the 
command, ‘baptize adults,” —p. 96. 
Baptist phraseology seldom escapes from 
Mr. Gamble’s pen, even when he at- 
tempts to describe baptist opinions or 
practices. Baptists speak of baptizing 
persons on their profession of faith, or, 
on a credible profession; Mr. Gamble 
speaks of us as “administering to them 
the rite of baptism as approved believers,” 
or “approved penitent believers.” A 
more extensive acquaintance with the 
denomination to which he belonged 
would have prevented his raising an 
argument on suchan hypothesis as this: — 
“If now it is considered necessary to 
examine into the characters of the can- 
didates for baptism; if the minister 
must examine, and the deacons must 
examine, and the messengers of the 
church must examine, and then the 
church must sit as a deliberative assem- 
bly to consider the reports presented, 
and decide upon the reception or rejec- 
tion of the candidate,” &c.—p.48. Now, 
we do not say that no church pursues 
the course here suggested, because our 
churches are independent and we do 
not know them all; but we cannot hbe- 
lieve that any man would have brought 
forward this as the foundation of an 
argument against us, who was convers- 
ant with our churches generally, or 
familiar with our standard writers. Of 
our standard writers, however, Mr. 
Gamble appears to have no knowledge. 
Not one of them does he quote, or allude 
to in the most distant manner, even in 
a foot note. His acquaintance with the 
controversial writings of our antagonists 
is however considerable, and his refer- 
ences tothem are sonumerousas to give a 
high idea of his industry. Had he read 
no other books since he left college than 
the peedobaptist works to which he re- 
fers in this volume, his labour would not 
have been trifling. The course pursued 
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by Mr. Noel when he began to investi- 
gate the subject does not appear to have 
commended itself to the judgment of 
Mr. Gamble. Mr. Noel, doubting the 
propriety of the views in which he had 
been educated, determined to form his 
judgment entirely by the study of the 
scriptures, and of such authors as adyo- 
cated the baptism of infants ; and so 
when he published his work he prefixed 
to it the declaration that he had not 
read a single baptist book or tract. Mr. 
Gamble, doubting the propriety of the 
views in which he had been educated, 
consulted the works of the opponents of 
those views, and embraced their system, 
Mr. Noel comes forth with what he 
calls an “independent testimony.” Mr, 
Gamble comes forth, resplendent with 
light derived from the works of Halley, 
Godwin, Wardlaw, Wilson, Campbell, 
Barnes, Robinson, Riddle, Morison, 
Woods, ‘Taylor, Brown, Bingham, 
Whitby, Beecher, and other padobap- 
tists. There is no evidence that he ever 
read a single book on baptism written 
by a baptist previous to his public re- 
nunciation of baptist sentiments. He 
may have doneso, perhaps, but his work 
affords no indication, direct or indirect, 
of the fact. Nay, there is no evidence 
of his having read even now any other 
works of baptists than those of Mr. 
Noel and Mr. Morell, another convert 
to our views, who published an essay on 
the subject about two years ago. 

We are quite prepared to concede 
however that an acquaintance with the 
controversial works of baptists is not 
necessary to enable a man to form 
scriptural views of baptism. We admit 
too that there are men so well versed in 
the sacred writings andin the languages 
in which they were written, that they 
might with safety venture alone into 
the midst of the host of veterans whose 
names have been mentioned. Whether 
Mr. Gamble’s defensive armour was of 
such a temper as to render it safe for 


GAMBLE ON SCRIPTURE BAPTISM. 


him to encounter unaided this band of 
heroes, or whether his friends who knew 
him best would have felt misgivings had 
they been aware of his position, is ques- 
tionable; and we shall not be travelling 
beyond the record, if we examine the 
book which he has placed before us 
with the hope of learning from it his 
adaptation for a single-handed conflict 
with those whom he must at first have 
regarded as antagonists. We did in- 
tend, when we began to write, to men- 
tion several indications that he was not 
a man who would have been advised by 
judicious counsellors to enter the field 
without some further preparation ; but 
we refrain, partly for brevity sake, the 
preceding remarks having extended 
beyond our expectation, and partly be- 
cause we do not wish to press hardly on 
one of whom we are told that after all 
he is an estimable brother. But there 
is one fact brought to light in this 
volume which our duty both to the 
author and the public requires us to 
mention. The result of Mr. Gamble’s 
investigation is fully accounted for by 
his low estimate of the importance of 
the question, Trained as he must have 
been to regard with profound deference 
the writings of the apostle of the gen- 
tiles, the whole mystery is at once ex- 
plained when we read the words, “ The 
apostle Paul seemed to regard baptism 
as but of little importance.” These 
words stand legibly on the seventy-first 
page of Mr. Gamble’s essay. “ The 
apostle Paul seemed to regard baptism 
as but of little importance.” In proof 
of this, he adduces the passage in the 
commencement of the first epistle to the 
Corinthians in which the apostle, ad- 
verting to the divided state of the 
church which had been formed when he 
and some younger ministers had visited 
their city, to the fact that among the 
various parties there was one which 
assumed to be specially his adherents, 
and to the danger that in the temper 
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prevailing among the litigants it would 
be said that he had baptized in his own 
name,if he had baptized many, expressed 
his thankfulness that so few had been 
immersed by his hands. He could not 
remember exactly how many he had 
himself baptized, but this he knew, that 
the principal business that devolved on 
him at Corinth was preaching, the work 
for which he was peculiarly qualified, 
while others were equally fit for the 
manual labour of immersing. Such is 
our view of the meaning of the apostolic 
language. Had Paul believed that it 
was no part of his commission to bap- 
tize, assuredly he would not have bap- 
tized the few individuals whom he 
names. Had Paul, the leader of the 
Christian visitors at Corinth, thought 
baptism “of little importance” we 
should not have been told that while he 
was there “many of the Corinthians 
hearing, believed and were baptized.” 
Had he meant to teach that baptism 
was of little importance he would have 
taught it on a proper occasion, but not 
in connexion with the division of the 
Corinthian church into parties, on which 
the fact would have had no bearing. 
He did think it of little importance who 
was the administrator, and this the pas- 
sage may fairly be brought forward to 
prove ; but to adduce it as teaching that 
he believed baptism itself to be of little 
importance, is to represent the apostle 
as intruding a thought that had no sort 
of reference to the subject of which he 
was writing. Mr. Gamble however 
says, “ Indeed, the apostle Paul seemed 
to regard baptism as but of little import- 
ance. Whatever may be the particular 
reference in the language he employs, 
1 Cor. i. 14—16: ‘I thank God that I 
baptized none of you, but Crispus and 
Gaius; lest any should say that I had 
baptized in my own name. And I bap- 
tized also the household of Stephanas : 
besides I know not whether I baptized 
any other,’ it is obvious that he con- 
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sidered this ordinance as a rite which it 
was not essential for him to administer, 
‘Christ sent me not to baptize but to 
preach the gospel.’ ”’—p. 71. This view 
of the small importance of the subject, 
it appears from the preface also, has 
been exemplified in the author’s con- 
duct. “Since the period of my secession 
from the baptist denomination,” he says, 
“(now nearly four years,) I have never 
spoken on the subject of baptism in 
public, and have seldom even alluded to 
it in private; but since Mr. Noel has 
assigned is reasons for embracing those 
sentiments which have been abandoned 
by myself, I have felt it right to yield 
to a desire long cherished, (but which I 
had shrunk from carrying into effect,) 
of assigning my reasons for embracing 
those sentiments which he has aban- 
doned.” 

But if the sentiment once establish 
itself in the judgment and gain posses- 
sion of the heart, that baptism is of 
“little importance,” see whither it will 
lead. It is not for a thing that he 
deems of small importance that any 
man will labour energetically, suffer re- 
proach patiently, and endure hardship 
perseveringly. Tell a traveller that it 
is of small importance which path he 
takes, as both go to the city, and he will 
naturally select that which appears to 
him to be the most pleasant. To how 
many influences which ought not to 
regulate him, will the man be liable who 
has arrived at this conclusion! Of 
course, if he should even he a teacher, 
he will not think it important to say 
much respecting it to those whom it is 
his duty to instruct. Of course, if the 
thing itself be of small importance, he 
will not attach much importance to 
correct sentiments respecting its nature 
and the persons to whom it should be 
administered. Of course, it will be in 
his apprehension asmall matter whether 
it be conducted in accordance with the 
original design or not. Of course, if it 
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be brought into comparison with things 
of great importance it will be practically 
disregarded. Let the individual be the 
father of a family: it is of small im- 
portance that his children should be 
trained in right views of baptism, but 
of great importance that they should 
sit under the ministry of an interesting 
preacher—a first-rate man—the pastor 
of a wealthy congregation, among whom 
they mayform advantageous connexions. 
Let him be a young man not yet a 
member of any Christian community: 
he has not been baptized, but baptism 
is of little importance, and it is exceed- 
ingly desirable that he should avail 
himself of the light of that brilliant 
star to whose chapel all the young peo- 
ple around are flocking, and unite with 
them in the works of usefulness which 
they are undertaking on a magnificent 
scale. Let him be a young minister of 
pleasing address and popular talent, 
full of zeal and enterprise, burning to 
occupy some post of eminence : baptism 
is of little importance, but usefulness is 
confessedly desirable. How much more 
capacious and attractive are the chapels 
of some other denominations than those 
of his own! How much more nume- 
rousand respectable their congregations! 
How extensive is the influence which 
their leading men exert over the thou- 
sands who cleave to them and follow 
their guidance! How much more 
bright would his prospects have been 
had he not happened to be a baptist ! 
Is it right to sacrifice everything to 
this one point—a point after all of little 
importance? Would it not be wise to 
review one’s opinions respecting bap- 
tism, and hold oneself open to conyic- 
tion, rather than adhere pertinaciously 
to educational prejudices, and barter 
the usefulness of one’s life for a mere 
speculation? How many good men are 
there on the other side of the question— 
men as holy, as wise, as venerable, as 
any among us! Can it be incumbent 
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to continue among the few, on account 
of a peculiarity of little importance, 
when really the presumption arising 
from the suffrages of an immense ma- 
jority is against us. As Mr. Gamble 
says, in his book on infant baptism, 
“The eminent piety and profound 
learning of many of its advocates should 
at Zeast secure for it a patient and im- 
partial examination. If we do wrong 
in attaching importance to mere names, 
we surely cannot err in attaching im- 
portance to character. Such men as 
Luther, Calvin, Knox, Whitefield, Wes- 
ley, Howe, Baxter, Charnock, Barrow, 
Sherlock, Tillotson, Owen, Dwight, 
Doddridge, Watson, Chalmers, Ward- 
law, and others, would never have 
defended or preached infant baptism, 
unless firmly persuaded that they were 
acting in accordance with the revealed 
will of God.”—p. 79. 

Such wouldnaturaily be the cogitations 
of a baptist theological student about 
to commence his ministerial career, if 
thoroughly possessed with the notion 
that baptism is of little importance. 
Under the bias arising from such 
thoughts he would examine the points 
in debate, if he examined them at all; 
and who that knows human nature 
would venture to guarantee his con- 
tinued adhesion to our body? But let 
the man be a pastor with a young in- 
creasing family, let him have had suffi- 
cient experience of the trials to which 
baptist pastors are generally exposed to 
know thoroughly what they mean, let 
him have opportunities to impress 
gentlemen belonging to other denomi- 
nations with a just estimate of his 
abilities and devotedness, and then, if 
he hold the opinion that baptism is of 
little importance, think what is likely 
to be the result. How will he then re- 
gard those difficulties with which he 
perceives he should not have to contend 
if he happened to belong fortunately to 
one of* the more wealthy sections of the 
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church? Under what feelings will he 
then listen to arguments respecting the 
unimportant ceremony, as he deems it, 
which he is often told is the only point 
of difference between himself and the 
liberal-minded neighbours who intimate 
that he might lawfully waive so small a 
matter? Love to the truth, love to 
Him who is the source of truth, love to 
appointments which are properly appre- 
ciated, preserve many in a course of 
self-denial, who, could they be convinced 
that baptism is of small importance, 
would soon be convinced also that it 
was their duty to be moveable. Hun- 
dreds hold firmly their principles, be- 
cause they are their principles, in 
poverty and reproach, in sickness and 
in sorrow; but no man is a martyr 
voluntarily for the sake of what he 
himself believes to be a trifle. Assur- 
edly it was not the notion that baptism 
is of small importance, or that any 
other institution of Christ is of small 
importance, that led Mr. Noel to relin- 
quish his former position and assume 
that of a baptist pastor. Stepping 
down from an eminence which insured 
to him the respect of thousands in and 
out of the established church, renounc- 
ing all the prospects which recognized 
ability, interest at court, and aristocratic 
connexions held out to him, aware that 
old friendships would be jeopardized, 
and that those who loved him best 
might probably be grieved by his pro- 
cedure, for conscience sake he became 
one of us. These things are matter of 
notoriety, and there is no indelicacy in 
referring to them; but we believe that 
conscience seldom exposes seceders 
from the baptist denomination to tests 
so severe. 


There is one passage in the volume | 


before us which we have read with more 
regret than any other, and which we 
should certainly transcribe and animad- 
vert upon were it not incumbent now 
to bring this article to a close. It is 
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that in which Mr. Gamble describes the 
immersion of a believer. He expresses 
an apprehension that it will be called a 
caricature, and we do not wonder that 
he should think s0, for certainly after 
baptizing hundreds of persons, some in 
villages and country places, and some 
in London, we can testify that we never 
happened to see anything resembling it. 
At the water side, in appealing to the 
consciences of an assembled multitude, 
we have often felt that we had the pro- 
found attention of our auditors, and 
the power of commanding their feelings 
in a far greater degree than we ever 
enjoyed in any other circumstances. 
Often have we seen eyes suffused with 
tears which were not accustomed to 
weep under other religious addresses, 
and often have we heard of the wish 
expressed by the friends and relatives 
of the persons baptized that they had 
been of the number. Many have we 
known to have been made subjects on 
such occasions of impressions which 
they never lost, and thus, in our expe- 
rience, one baptism has led to another. 
The remark which we have heard most 
frequently from Christians of other de- 
nominations who have been occasionally 
present, and who yet remained pedo- 
baptists, has been, “It was very solemn.” 
Mr. Gamble says, however, “I speak 
what I do know and testify what I 
have repeatedly seen ;” (p. 191,) and it 
may be so, as it is possible that the 
ordinance of baptism, as well as the 
ordinance of preaching, or that of pub- 
lic prayer, may be so conducted as to 
make the devout ashamed, and occasion 
the thoughtless to laugh. We are re- 
lieved however in some measure by 
learning from the bottom of the page 
that the immersion of a believer is not 
necessarily attended by such disgraceful 
concomitants. Care and discretion on 
the part of the deacons may prevent it. 
A note appended to the offensive passage 
states that “the author wishes it to be 
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distinctly understood that he does not 
refer to the congregation among whom 
it was his privilege to labour for a few 
years. He bears his willing testimony 
to the anxiety of the deacons of the 
church to conduct this service in a 
decorous and becoming manner.” (p. 
191.) It is not Christ’s ordinance then 
that is to be blamed, but the carelessness 
of certain deacons. AIl that is necessary 
to enable us to perform the appointed 
act with propriety is, to obtain such 
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deacons as the deacons of the baptist 
church at Margate. With this citation 
of Mr. Gamble’s willing testimony in 
favour of some of his old connexions, it 
may be well for him and us to part. 
We take leave of him, therefore, only 
expressing our cordial wishes that he 
may never go farther from his baptist 
friends than he is at present, but may 
labour happily and successfully many 
years in connexion with the denomina- 
tion to which he has attached himself. 


BRIER NOTICES: 
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Theiotes: or, an Argument on the Existence, 

_ Perfections, and Personal Distinctions of the 
Deity; intended as an Antidote to Atheism, 
Pantheism, Unitarianism, and Sabellianism, 
By Witu1aM Cooke, Partridge and Oakey. 
12mo., pp. 416. 


This book will well repay an attentive peru- 
sal, The author is a well read, clear thinking, 
right hearted man; and prosecutes his high 
argument with a dignity and devotion that de- 
light and edify while they enlighten and con- 
vince. He divides his work into three parts: 
in the first he treats of the Existence of the 
Deity ; in the second of the Attributes of the 
Deity ; and in the third of the Holy Trinity. 
While there is a large amount of original dis- 
quisition on these sublime topics, his pages are 
enriched with copious extracts from our best 
writers; and geology, astronomy, chemistry, 
and many of the new discoveries in science, 
which are the glory of our age, are brought 
forward with great fairness and force to confirm 
his positions, In his preface our author re- 
marks, “In an age when the fundamental 
principles of religion are violently assailed, and 
the spirit of scepticism is extensively prevalent, 
it is a source of ineffable satisfaction to the 
Christian philosopher to behold every new dis- 
covery in science augmenting and brightening 
the evidence of divine truth—archaiology, eth- 
nology, geology, astronomy, chemistry, and 
general physics, contributing new facts in confir- 
mation and illustration of revealed doctrines. 
Just in proportion as the archives of nature are 
explored and deciphered, they witness for God 
and his truth, and unequivocally declare that 
the volume of nature and of revelation have 
the same eternal, intelligent, benevolent, and 
holy Being for their author. In establishing 
the first principles of Christian theism the 
author has availed himself of such scientific 
discoveries as the nature of the argument re- 
quired, and the limited size of the work could 
admit ; and should the process of argument he 


has been induced to pursue be found adapted to 
the existing state of society, and be productive 
of usefulness among the masses of our popula- 
tion, he will rejoice in the attainment of an 
object which has engaged his anxious solici- 
tude.” Wecongratulate Mr. Cooke in having 
produced a work so deserving of commendation ; 
and we trust it will meet that circulation and 
success which its worth merits. We trust its 
learned-looking title will not frighten away the 
less intelligent from the rich treat which its 
pages contain, 


The Method of the Divine Government, Physi- 
caland Moral. By James M‘Cosu, A.M, 
Edinburgh: Sutherland and Knox, 1850. 
pp. viii., 540. 


The author of this work, who dates from 
Brechin, observes that if he had not enjoyed 
the inestimable privilege of sitting for four or 
five sessions at the feet of Dr. Chalmers in the 
University of Edinburgh, he would in all pro- 
bability never have had his thoughts directed 
in the train which he has followed; but it is 
with no feeling of presumption that he regards 
it proper to add, that did he not imagine that 
he had some truth to communicate not con- 
tained in the works of Dr. Chalmers, he would 
not have obtruded himself on the public notice, 
as it could never have occurred to him that he 
was able to state the ideas of Dr, Chalmers so 
clearly or impressively as he has done himself 
in his works, now so extensively circulated, 
The first book gives “a general view of the 
divine government as fitted to throw light on 
the character of God ;” the second contains a 
“particular inquiry into the method of the 
divine government in the physical world ;” the 
third a “ particular inquiry into the principles 
of the human mind Seccuph which God 
governs mankind;” and the fourth illustrates 
“the results—the reconciliation of God and 
man.” Jn concluding, he points out the falla- 


cies of the German intuitional theology—* the 
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system which is being imported into our 
country by certain clergymen of the Anglican 
establishment and independent ministers in 
England.” The principles of Mr. M‘Cosh are 
evangelical, and we doubt not that to those of 
our readers who delight in philosophical studies 
of this character his work will afford much 
pleasure. 


The Relations of Faith and Philosophy. An 
Address before the Porter Rhetorical Society 
of Andover Theological Seminary. By Pro- 
fessor Henry B. Smita, Amherst College, 
Mass. Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark. 8vo., 
pp. 46.° 


An able and interesting discourse on the 
characteristics, the apposition, the reconcilia- 
tion, the relative position, and the rightful claims 
of faith and philosopby: Judging that one 
great tendency of the present age is to super- 
sede Christianity by various ethical, social, and 
metaphysical systems, the author shows that 
the watchword of parties must not be on the 
one hand “all faith,” nor on the other “all 
philosophy.” So far from being really opposed, 
they hold harmonious relations to each other, 
and are reconciled in systematic theology ; 
which presents the substance of Christian faith 
in a scientific form, with Christ for its great 
essential principle and the life of the whole. 
The address appears to us worthy of the 
thoughtful perusal both of the divine and the 
philosopher, 


An Introduction to the Study of the Mind: 
Designed especially for the Senior Classes in 
Schools. By Dantet BisHor. London: 
Longman and Co, 


The science of mental philosophy which re- 
quires for its study neither expensive apparatus 
nor a large library is too often neglected, while 
accomplishments are sought for which are more 
showy, but not so expansive or ennobling in 
their influence. For the young, and for some 
who have arrived at maturer years without 
many previous advantages, it is desirable that 
we should have elementary works that may 
allure them to the science; as, to place in 
their hands at first more abstruse works, would 
be but to discourage them at the outset, For 
such persons the work now before us seems well 
adapted. “The aim of the writer is to develope 
the laws which regulate the rise and succession 
of thought,” and to “present the reader with 
such a work as he considers a dying father 
would desire to place in the hands of a beloved 
son.” It contains chapters on Perception— 
Association—Extrinsic Action—the Body— 
and the Will. It is written in an instructive 
and pleasing manner; and we may add, that 
while many of its illustrations are drawn from 
the sacred yolume, it is pervaded by a religious 
spirit, and is thus likely to exert a devout 
influence upon the soul, as well as an ennobling 
influence on the mental powers. 


The Senses and the Mind. Wondon: R. T.S8. 
Monthly Series. Price 6d. 


The design of this little volume is to show 
the general relationship of man to the world 
VOL, XIJI,—FOURTH SERITS, 
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around him, and his adaptation to the planet he 
inhabits, to illustrate the agency of the senses 
through the medium of which he obtains his 
knowledge of matter, and to treat of the occa- 
sional imperfection of the bodily organs of the 
senses with the results depending thereupon. 
It is evidently the work of an able writer who 
is cordially attached to evangelical truth, whose 
habits of thought are philosophic, and who is 
familiar with the sciences connected with the 
subject. 


The Crisis of Being: Six Lectures to Young 
Men, on Religious Decision. Delivered at 
Stockwell Chapel, by the Rev. D. Tuomas. 
London: B. L. Green. pp. 104. 


These six lectures are pre-eminently adapted 
for the parties to whom they are addressed. 
They were suggested to the preacher by the 
debates in the institute in Stockwell Green; 
and bear all the characteristics of Mr, Thomas’s 
strong, well-furnished mind, and benevolent, 
pious heart. Religious decision is here viewed 
in all its bearings, and with convincing argu- 
ment and powerful appeal is commended to the 
youthful mind, This is an excellent little 
volume to put into the hands of our young 
people—especially the more intelligent, or those 
halting between the world and the church, 


A Whisper to a Newly Married Pair from a 
Widowed Wife. Edited by Ciara L. 
Batrour. Lighth dition. — London: 
Houlston and Stoneman. 16mo, pp. 183. 
Cloth, gilt, 


Whispers addressed to married people have 
often done much injury; but when whispers 
have been printed eight times, it may be pre- 
sumed that they contain something of perma- 
nent value. Here we have a whisper to the 
husband, in the first place, in listening to which 
a husband is not likely to get any harm, and a 
whisper to the wife, in the second place, from 
which most wives would be likely to get good. 
A concluding whisper to both husband and 
wife follows. Mrs. Balfour suggests, in her 
preface, that “previous to a perusal, a mutual 
promise should be made, that if the husband 
reads with attention the whisper addressed to 
him, his wife will read with equal attention the 
whisper addressed to her.” If this be done, we 
will venture to promise, on behalf of both, that 
without any previous stipulation, the wife will 
read the whisper to the husband, and the hus- 
band the whisper to the wife. 


“ Baptismal Regeneration as Maintained by the 
Church of England.” A Letter addressed 
to the Rev, James Scholefield, M.A., Regius 
Professor of Greek, and Canon of Ely, in 
reference to his late Sermon on the above sub- 


ject. London: B. L, Green. 8yo., pp, 11. 


Pointed animadversions on some extraor- 
dinary statements made by Professor Schole- 
field in a sermon delivered before the University 
of Cambridge, and subsequently published, one 
of which is, that baptismal regeneration “ does 
not mean the universal spiritual regeneration 
of infants in baptism,” and another, “that yet, 
in apparent but not real contradiction to this, 
the church pronounces every individual infant 
baptized so regenerate, and thanks God for it.” 

vi 
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Youthful Piety, exhibited in its Principles, Ea- 
cellencies, and Happy Results. Designed to 
Promote Early Religion, By JAByz Burns, 
D.D., author of “ Mothers of the Wise and 
Good,” Sc. ~ Second Series, London + 
Houlston and Co, 82mo, pp. 160, Cl., gilt. 


Books of this kind cannot be too much 
multiplied. This is a pretty little volume, 
which will be interesting to intelligent children 
in general, and is especially suitable as a reward 
book for sabbath scholars. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


{It should be understood that insertion in this list is nota 
mere announcement: it expresses approbation of the works 
enumerated,—not of course extending to every particular, but 
an approbation of their general character and tendency. ] 


None but Jesus; or, Christ all and in all. By 
Janez Burns, D.D., author of the ‘ Mothers of the 
Wise and Good,” &e., &c. Third Thousand.  Re- 
vised and enlarged. London; Houlston and Stone- 
man, 32mo., pp. 136. Cloth, gilt. 


Report of the Commissioners appointed to “In- 
quire into the State and Operation of the Law of 
Marriage, as relating to the Prohibited Degrees of 
Affinity, and to Marriages solemnized abroad or in 
the British Colonies.” Together with brief extracts 
from the Evidence given before the Commission. 
Second Edition. London; Benning and Co., Fleet 
Street. 8vo., pp. 71. 


A Summary of the Chief Arguments for and 
against Marriage with a Deceased Wife's Sister. 
London ; Houlston and Stoneman. 8v0., pp. 15. 

Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister. Letters 
in Favour of a Repeal of the Law which prohibits 
Marriage with the Sister of a Deceased Wife. By 
the Rey. W. W. Cuampneys, Rector of White- 
chapel; the Rey. Toomas DAte, Vicar of St. Pan- 
cras and Canon Residentiary of St. Paul’s; the 
Rey. J. H. Gurney, Rector of St, Marylebone; the 
Hon. and Rey. H. Montacuu Vivurers, Rector of 
St. George’s, Bloomsbury, and Canon Residentiary of 
St. Paul’s; and the Rev. WALTER FARQUHAR 
Hook, D.D., Vicar of Leeds. To which is added, 
the form of a petition signed by many hundreds of 
the Parochial Clergy. London; Sceleys, Fleet Street. 
8v0., pp. 16. 

Letters of several Distinguished Members of the 
Bench of Bishops on the subject of Marriage witha 
Deceased Wife’s Sister. With Remarks by GEorGE 
A. CrowpeErR. Second Edition. London: Benning 
and Co., Fleet St. 12mo., pp. 48. 


Reasons for Legalizing Marriage with a Deceased 
Wife’s Sister. London: Wilson and Ogilvy. Folio, 
pp. 4. 

Serious Inquiries. I. Is there now a time to 
Dance? Shall Christians Dance? Affectionately 
Recommended to all Young Christians. By James 
Smith, author of “ The Belieyer’s Daily Remem- 
brancer,” &,, &c. London. 32mo., pp. 16. 


A Brief Directory to the Church of Christ 
assembling in New Church Street Chapel, Edgware 
Road, St. Marylebone, London, under the pastorate 
of Jabez Burns, D.D, 32mo0., pp. 16. 1849. 


— 


Zion Chapel, Cambridge, from 1837 to 1849, 
With a Pastoral Address by C. T, KEEN. Cain- 
bridge 32mo., pp.12, 1849. 
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Cyclopedia of Moral and Religious Anecdotes : 
a Collection of nearly Three Thousand Facts, Inci- 
dents, Narratives, Examples, and Testimonies, 
embracing the best of the kind in most former col- 
lections, and some Hundreds in Addition, Original 
and Selected. By the Rey. K. Arvine, A.M., Pas- 
tor of the Providence Church, New York. No. VI. 
London; Ward and Co. 12mo. 


The Domestic Economist, and Adviser in every 
branch of the Family Establishment. Conducted 
by Guoreu W. Jounson, Esq., Editor of the “ Cot- 
tage Gardener,” &c. Part I, January, 1850. 
London; W.S. Orr and Co., Inperial 8vo., pp. 60. 


— 


The Christian Journal, conducted by Ministers 
and Members of the United Presbyterian Church. 
February, 1850. Glasgow; R. Jackson. 8vo. No. 2. 

The Countess of Huntingdon’s New Magazine. 
London. Parts I. and I. Price Twopence each. 


The Herald of Peace. February, 1850, London: 
Ward and Co. 8vo., pp. 16. 


The Jewish Herald, and Record of Christian 
Effort for the Spiritual Good of God’s Ancient Peo- 
ple. February, 1850. London: Aylott and Jones. 
12mo., pp. 28. Price 2d. 


WESLEYAN CONTROVERSIES, 


The following publications having come into 
our hands, we submit to the reader their titles, 
without expressing any opinion on the litigated 
questions to which they refer,—questions on 
which we do not feel bound to enter, and which 
we have not had opportunity to examine de- 
liberately in all their bearings, 


The Jubilee of the Methodist New Connexion : 
being a Grateful Memorial of the Origin, Goyern- 
ment, and History, of the Denomination. Second 
Thousand. London: John Bakewell, 80, Newgate 
Street, 1848. 12mo., pp. 450. 

A Vindication of the Wesleyan Methodist Asso- 
ciation; or, Strictures on the Unjust Statements 
concerning the Association in ‘The Jubilee”’ 
yolume of the Methodist New Connexion. With 
an Explanation of the Causes which have prevented 
the Union of the Association with the New Con- 
nexion. By Roperr Ecxerr. London: Richard 
Abercrombie, Wesleyan Methodist Association Book 
Rooin, Horseshoe Court, Ludgate Hill, 1849. 8vo., 
pp. 52. 

The “Fly Sheets,” Verbatim ; now first collected 
from the Originals. Copyright Edition. London; 
James Gilbert, 49, Paternoster Row. 12mo., pp. 96. 


The Wesleyan Conference, its Duties and Re- 
sponsibilities. With a Vindication of its Recent 
Acts of Discipline. By Tuomas Jackson, Presi- 
dent of the Conference, 1849. London: John 
Mason, 14, City Road. 1849. 8vo., pp. 71. 


The Principles of Wesleyan Methodism ascer- 
tained by Historical Analysis, and Defended by 
Scripture and Reason. An Essay adapted to the 
Present Times. By James H. Ries. London: 
Partridge and Oakey, 31, Paternoster Row. 1850. 
12mo., pp. 128. 


The Wesley Banner and Revival Record. Edited 
by the Rey. Samuet Dunn, assisted by the Rey. 
James Everett, the Rey. W. Griffith, jun., and 
other Ministers and Gentlemen. _,London: Par- 
tridge and Oakey. 8vo., pp. 44. . : 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


CANADA. 
PROGRESS DURING THE LAST HALF CENTURY. 


On the 8th of January, Dr. Cramp de- 
livered a lecture before the Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute at Montreal;—a review of the last fifty 
years—giving a cursory notice of the history 
of the period, and directing attention espe- 
cially to matters pertaining to science, litera- 
ture, and social progress. It is a masterly 
performance, condensing into a small com- 
pass a large amount of information, in 
respect to discoveries, improvements, the 
progress of education, the diffusion of know- 
ledge; government, and charitable institutions. 
The concluding paragraphs relate to Canada 
itself, and these we feel pleasure in transfer- 
ring to our pages. Though the nature of the 
engagement precluded the lecturer from 
entering on topics of a strictly religious cha- 
racter, yet he brings forward particulars 
which have important bearings upon the 
welfare of the colony, and which will there- 
fore be interesting to many of our readers. 


“In the progress to which your attention 
has been directed this evening, Canada has 
largely participated. Her advancement since 
the year 1800 has been steadily rapid. In 
that year the population in Lower Canada 
was 250,000; it has increased more than 
three-fold, being now 780,000. The popula- 
tion of Upper Canada was 70,000; it has 
increased more than ten-fold, being now 
721,144. In 1800, 64 vessels arrived at the 
Port of Quebec: in 1849, 1064. In 1800, 
the provincial revenue was less than £30,000: 
in 1849, the returns for two quarters exceeded 
£300,000. In 1800, a vessel might take as 
much time in getting from Quebec to Mon- 
treal as was occupied in crossing the Atlantic, 
now we leave one city at sunset and reach 
the other at sunrise. In 1800, there were 
no common schools, and in Upper Canada 
no colleges: in 1850, our schools are fre- 
quented by 200,000 pupils, and in addition 
to the colleges and seminaries connected with 
the French Canadian population, we have 
M'‘Gill and Lennoxville colleges in Lower 
Canada, and in Upper Canada, Queen’s 
Regiopolis and Victoria colleges, and the 
University of Toronto, besides numerous 
private seminaries for education, well con- 
ducted and crowded with students. In 1800 
there was no gas, no steamboats, nor rail- 
roads, nor plank roads — in many places 
scarcely any road at ail. The changes in 


these respects need not be enlarged on, they 
are well known and duly appreciated. 

“ At that time the country wore an aspect 
of rudeness and discomfort ; the population 
was scattered, toilsomely pioneering its way 
through the forests. Settlements were few 
and far between, and towns were but here 
and there visible; but in 1850, wherever the 
traveller goes, he discovers symptoms of en- 
joyment, enterprize, and prosperity: well 
cultivated farms, flourishing manufactories, 
thriving villages, populous towns and cities, 
displaying the best style of modern elegance, 
together with abundant proofs of remunerat- 
ing commerce, are presented to his view; 
while in all directions he observes with satis- 
faction the care which has been taken to 
provide the means of mental culture and 
religious improvement, 

“ Before ws, also, an exhilarating prospect 
is opened. What remains, but that we re- 
solye to be wisely patriotic; that whatever 
position we may individually choose to occu- 
py, politically or religiously, we will encou- 
rage to the utmost extent all purposes tending 
to the advancement of the interests of the 
land ; that we will foster its institutions, and 
labour to bring them as near perfection as 
anything human is capable of; that we will 
promote, as far as in us lies, the union of 
Canadians in furtherance of education, agri- 
culture, manufactures, and all moral reforms; 
and finally, that we will live for this country, 
and combine with all true patriots in the 
prosecution of such measures as shall render 
Canada as great and glorious as she is free!” 


EUROPE. 


GERMANY. 


The following extract from a letter from 
Mr. Oncken of Hamburg, to Mr. Wilkin of 
Hampstead, dated January 29, will be read 
with pleasure. 


“ Ag to our, or rather God’s work, we have 
still abundant cause for gratitude and encour- 
agement. ‘The increase in nearly all the 
churches has been great, in some upwards of 
100 per cent. I immersed six last Lord’s 
day, the first addition this year. We all 
expect great things; we pray for them, and 
shall also labour for them. We have at 
present three brethren under instruction for 
missionary labour—a Prussian, an Austrian, 
and an Hanoverian, to whom most likely a 
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Hessian will be added shortly. Brother 
Kobner instructs them in German grammar, 
brother Brown in singing, and I have every 
morning an hour with them in biblical expo- 
sition. All three have been already engaged 
in the Lord’s work, and have been made in- 
strumental in the conversion of sinners. 
While we work, help us with your prayers, 
that we may send none but such as God has 
chosen. 

“We have recently had our twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Sunday-school, which was 
highly interesting. In the original school, 
which I raised, 5000 children have been in- 
structed, and at present there are seventeen 
Sunday-schools in Hamburg and its vicinity. 
The London Tract Society has again made 
us a grant of £150, of which we were greatly 
in need, not having a dreiling* in hand, 
whilst our tract distribution is extending.” 


NEW CHAPEL. 
SHEPPARD'S BARTON, FROME. 


The chapel erected in 1707 having been 
for some years showing signs of decay, be- 
came at length unsafe, and as increased 
accommodation was desired it was taken 
down, rebuilt, and considerably enlarged. 
The new edifice was opened on Thursday 
the 7th, by the Rey. W. Jay of Bath and 
Dr. James Hamilton of London, Dinner 
and tea were gratuitously provided for 
visitors, of which about one hundred partook. 
After dinner a very interesting narrative of 
the early history of the church, compiled 
from the old church books by John Sheppard, 
Esq., senior deacon, was read; and addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. James Hamilton, 
C. J. Middleditch, Charles Stanford, J. 
Sprigg, A.M., and R. Morris of Clifton. On 
the following sabbath, sermons were preached 
in the morning by Dr. Murch, formerly 
pastor of the church and subsequently presi- 
dent of Stepney College, and in the evening 
by the Rev. S. Manning the present pastor. 
The collections amounted to about £50. 


ORDINATION, 
WATFORD. 


* The Rey. J. P. Hewlett, late of Dover, 
commenced his stated labours as pastor of 
the baptist church at Watford, on the first 
Lord’s day of the present year. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS. FERRIS. 


Died at Rockingham Row, in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, on Feb. Ist, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Ferris, in the 74th year of her age, 
fan! oe eas certs esata 


* The smallest German coin—less than a farthing. 


HOME INTELLIGENCE. 


This lady has been well known in the various 
spheres in which she moved, as an active, 
zealous, and benevolent Christian. I have 
very little knowledge of her early history, 
but the little I possess, I shall feel a pleasure 
in communicating. She was a native of 
Holland, in the higher classes of society, and 
received an education suitable to her circum- 
stances, She would converse fluently in five 
of the European languages. Her first mar- 
riage took place in the seventeenth year of 
her age; but then she was not a Christian. 
In the course of some years she was brought 
into the most trying circumstances by her 
husband’s failure in business. The trials she 
endured in connexion with this were of the 
most unprecedented character, until at length 
her husband was laid on a bed of affliction, 
which proved the bed of death. She had 
some reason to hope that his affliction was a 
blessing to his soul. It was in this furnace 
that she herself was brought under deep con- 
victions for sin. While in this state, she was 
tempted to believe that there was no mercy 
for her because she was a foreigner. The 
application, however, of a passage of scrip- 
ture, (whether in a sermon or in reading the 
scriptures I do not recollect,) Eph. ii. 19,— 
“ Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God,” was 
the means of relieving her mind, and causing 
her to give her heart to the Saviour. After 
some time, I know not how long, she was 
again united in marriage to Mr. Charles 
Ferris, a pious dragoon sergeant, who had 
been useful to her husband in his last illness, 
and to her in leading her to the Saviour. In 
the early part of the year 1813 they were 
baptized, and united to the baptist church at 
Folkestone, Kent. 

In the year 1814, they were sent by 
government to the town of Barnstaple, north 
Devon, to occupy the barracks in the town, 
and superintend them. It was at this time 
the writer of this account first became ac- 


| quainted with them. At that time there was 


no baptist church in Barnstaple, nor in fact 
anywhere else in the district. But it was 
Just the year previously, Mr. W. Harris, late 
of Landbeach, Cambridgeshire, was sent to 
north Devon as a missionary. Our friends 
soon invited him to preach at Barnstaple, but 
had the greatest difficulty to obtain a room, 
till at length one offered at one shilling every 
time it was used; and with all its inconye- 
niences they were obliged to have it. In a 
little while a more eligible one offered,—“ an 
upper room.” They occupied this for some 
time, till circumstances obliged them to quit 
and obtain another place. When they were 
unsupplied by a preacher, which was often 
the case, Mr. Ferris, encouraged by his 
excellent wife, conducted prayer-meetings 
and read sermons, : 


In the year 1815, they had the satisfaction 
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of having five candidates for baptism. The 
late Rey. Richard Davis, then of Plymouth 
Dock, and Rey. G. Gibbs of Plymouth, were 
invited on the occasion, and also an ordination 
service was held, to publicly set Mr. Ferris 
apart as the north Devon missionary. A 
large room was obtained at the Castle Inn 
which was crowded to excess. The next 
morning the ordinance of baptism was ad- 
ministered in the river Taw, and the Lord’s 
supper administered in the room to several of 
the baptists in the neighbourhood, together 
with the newly baptized. At that time their 
home and their heart was open to the friends 
of Christ, and the barrack obtained the name 
of “The Baptist Hotel.” 

In 1817 they had the pleasure of seeing a 
cburch formed consisting of twelve members. 
This was done in the “ upper room” where 
they were accustomed to worship. The 
ministers engaged were Rev. Messrs. Hum- 
phrey of Collumpton, and Sharp of Bradnich. 
It would draw out this: account to too 
great length to tell all that was done; but 
Mrs. Ferris by her zeal and activity, and 
consistent piety, was one of the principal 
acting agents. 

In the year 1818 they were called to leave 
Barnstaple, the barracks were sold, and they 
were removed to Modbury in the same 
service. Here they remained a few years, 
till a similar event took place there. Thence 
they removed to Plymouth, where they united 
with the church at Herd’s Lane, under the 
care of Mr. Nicholson. There, if I rightly 
recollect, Mr. Ferris was chosen a deacon. 
One or two removes took place after this, till 
at length their final remove together was to 
Taunton, where Mr. Ferris held the same 
office in the barracks. Then, about the year 
1840 or 184], our friend became a widow 
the second time. Mr. Ferris went to bed as 
well as usual, but in the morning he was 
taken suddenly to his rest. About the year 
1843, our widowed friend left Taunton for 
London, where she spent the remainder of 
her days. She occupied lodgings at various 
parts of the city and suburbs. There were a 
few valued friends with whom she regularly 
corresponded, amongst whom was the writer, 
and his late invaluable wife. 

The first intelligence I had of her illness 
was by a letter from her companion, dated 
Jan. 29, when she appeared to be near her 
end. Her mind was calm and peaceful 
during her illness, and staid on the Saviour. 
By letters received from her friend who 
resided with her, I learn some few particulars 
of her last moments, She said on the 28th, 
« Jesus will soon come and take his pilgrim 
home.” She continually longed to be gone, 
and repeated the following lines:— 


“ Welcome, sweet hour of full discharge, 
That sets our longing souls at large ; 
Unbinds our chains, breaks up our cell, 
And gives us with our God to dwell.” ; 
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Her sufferings at the last were very intense, 
and for four days she was dying. She said, 
“ Tt is hard work.” 


“Come, ye angelic envoys, come, 
And take the willing pilgrim home.” 


She prayed earnestly that her patience might 
hold out to the last, and her prayer was 
heard. She pointed upward a few hours 
before her departure, saying, “I am only 
waiting my dismissal.” This was the last 
that was heard from her lips previous to her 
death. 

Thus do our friends one after another leave 
us to mourn their loss in this wilderness. 
Her life was holy and useful, and her death 
was happy. May we be followers of them 
who through faith and patience are now 
inheriting the promises. J. W. May. 


MRS. BLINKHORN. 

Mary Jackson Blinkhorn, the wife of Mr. 
Blinkhorn, St. John’s Street, Cambridge, 
and second daughter of the late Rev. John 
Rootham of Willingham, finished her course, 
Jan. 22nd, in the 47th year of her age. In 
her life she feared death, in her death she 
had no fear. 


MRS. STONE, 


On Lord’s day, February 3, died at Hum, 
near Parley, in the faith and hope of the 
gospel, in the 35th year of her age, Mrs. 
Eliza Stone, a useful member of the baptist 
church at Parley for about eight years. 
This is another among the several losses 
which the church in that place has been 
lately called to sustain. In this case the 
church and the sabbath school have been de- 
prived of a valuable member, and the pastor 
of asincere friend. She has left a sorrowful 
husband and six children to deplore their 
loss. No person in the congregation looked 
more likely to live to be old than she looked 
a very few weeks ago. Her death was im- 
proved by her pastor, Mr. Alcock, on Lord’s 
day afternoon, February 10th, to a crowded 
congregation from 1 Peter iv. and part of 
the 16th verse, ‘a Christian.” 


MISCELLANEA, 
MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFH’S SISTER. 


A circular has been issued by the commit- 
tee of the Baptist Union, from which the 
following statement is extracted :— 


“ Up to the year 1835, the law of marriage 
in England had, for several centuries, not 
declared void the marriage of a widower with 
the sister of his deceased wife, but only made 
it voidable by process in the ecclesiastical 
courts. Such a state of the law gave a 
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practical sanction to this class of marriages, 
and they were freely formed by persons of 
all ranks. In 1835 an act was passed, by 
one clause of which marriages of this de- 
scription are rendered thenceforth ‘absolutely 
null and yoid to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever.’ Unwarranted in its principle, 
this enactment has been found also intolerably 
oppressive and mischievous in its effects, so 
that a strenuous effort is now in progress for 
obtaining its repeal. The question has been 
go successfully agitated in the House of 
Commons during several sessions of parlia- 
ment, that no doubt is now entertained of 
the readiness of that branch of the legislature 
to adopt, by a decisive majority, a measure 
for abolishing the restriction complained of. 
A formidable opposition is known to await 
stich a measure in the Lords, but success is 
not on that account to be despaired of, if 
public opinion be duly expressed. Interesting 
as the subject is on general grounds, since it 
largely affects both the happiness and morals 
of society, it is more particularly interesting 
to us as nonconformists, and to the churches 
existing among us. On the one hand, it is 
an attempt to enforce upon the whole popu- 
lation of Great Britain the law of the church 
of England, that is, the canon Jaw, so that it 
raises at once the question of our religious 
liberty; and on the other, it cannot fail to 
give occasion to a class of cases of discipline 
in themselves most trying, and of extremely 
difficult remedy. 

“Under these circumstances we cannot 
but deem that Mr. Stuart Wortley, who is 
about immediately to re-introduce the bill of 
last session into parliament, deserves well of 
society at large, and of nonconformists in 
particular. The committee have seen it 
their duty to adopt petitions to the legislature 
in favour of the measure, and sincerely hope 
that the churches at large will promptly 
afford it similar support. Should the church 
and congregation with which you are con- 
nected desire to concur in this proceeding, 
you may, to save trouble, address a letter to 
this effect to Mr. B. R. Thomson, 56, 
Myddelton Square, Pentonville, London, 
from whom you will immediately receive 
(free of expense) forms of petition ready for 
signature. These, when the signatures are 
appended, you will please to return (unpaid) 
to the same gentleman, by whom care will 
be taken that they are duly presented. 
What is done should be done quickly, as the 
passage of the bill through the House of 
Commons is expected to be rapid.” 


Ata meeting of the Committee of the Baptist 
Union held on the 30th of January, 1850, 
The Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D., in the 
chair, the following resolutions were unani- 

mously adopted :— 


“J. That in the judgment of this committee the 
marriage of a widower With a deceased wife's sister 
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is neither contrary to tho law of nature, nor pro- 
hibited by holy scripture ; and that consequently it 
cannot, with either justice or wisdom, or without 
great mischiof and wrong, be restricted by human 
legislation. 


“I, That therefore this committee disapprove so 
much of the Act 5 and 6 Will. IV., cap. 54, as 
renders such marriages null and yoid. 


“TIT, That in addition to the general reasons for 
dissatisfaction with this act, this committee, on the 
one hand, looking at the ecclesiastical ground on 
which mainly it has been passed, and on the other, 
contemplating its inevitable influence on the 
churches, regard it as at once a violation of the 
religious liberties of nonconformists, and a source 
of extreme perplexity and distress. 


“TV. That this committee learn with satisfaction 
that Mr. Stuart Wortley, M.P., is about to bring 
into parliament a bill to amend and alter the said 
act so far as relates to such marriages. 


“V. That with a view to aid the progress of the 
aforesaid bill, this committee do petition both 
houses of parliament according to the tenour of the 
foregoing resolutions, The petitions to be signed 
by the chairman and secretaries on behalf of the 
committee ; and to be entrusted for presentation to 
8. M. Peto, Esq., M.P., in the House of Commons, 
and Lord Wharneliffe in the House of Lords. 


“That information of these proceedings be con- 
yeyed in an explanatory circular to the baptist 
churches throughout the kingdom, with such infor- 
mation as may enable them to send petitions to 
parliament, should they be so disposed.” 


BAPTIST BOARD. 


At a meeting of the Board of Baptist 
Ministers residing in and about the cities of 
London and Westminster, held in the Mission 
House, Moorgate Street, Feb. 12, 1850, the 
Rey. James Smith in the chair, the following 
resolutions were passed unanimously :— 


“J. That in the judgment of this Board, the 
marriage of a widower with a sister of his deceased 
wife is scripturally lawful, and ought not to be pro- 
hibited by human legislation. 


“II, That in the judgment of this Board, the act 
of 5 and 6 WilL IV., cap. 54, is improperly restric- 
tive of the rights of individuals, and in many cases 
productive of immorality. 


“JII. That this Board has learnt with pleasure 
that the Committee of the Baptist Union has issued 
a circular recommending the churches to petition 
for the passing of an act legalizing the class of 
marriages thus prohibited, and hopes that they will 
generally comply with the suggestion. 


“TV. That a petition in conformity with the pre- 
ceding resolutions be presented to both houses of 
parliament, signed on behalf of the Board by the 
chairman and secretary, and that Mr. Hinton with 
chairman and secretary be requested to prepare 
ats?” 


THE ANTI-STATE CHURCH ASSOCIATION, 


On Wednesday, the 6th of February, a 
a meeting of the council of’ the association 
was held at Radley’s Hotel, Blackfriars, to 
deliberate on the time and place for holding 
the approaching Triennial Conference, as well 
as on the constitution of that body, and the 
business to be brought before it. , 
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Edward Swaine, Esq., was called to the 
chair, and the business was commenced by 
the reading of a report from the Executive 
Committee, containing a detailed plan re- 
specting the conference. This haying been 
received, and a number of letters, containing 
various suggestions from absent members, 
having been read, the several passages of the 
report were discussed seriatim, and the whole, 
with some slight alterations, was adopted. 

It was arranged that the conference should 
be held in the week occurring between the 
Baptist and London Missionary Societies’ 
anniversaries, to begin on Tuesday, April 30, 
and to sit on that and the following two days, 
from 10 o’clock a.m., till 4 o’clock p.m. The 
theatre of the City of London Institution, 
Aldersgate-street, will be engaged for the 
occasion, The committee had applied for 
Crosby Hall, but the use of it was refused on 
the ground that a committee of churchmen, 
who had engaged it for lectures to young men, 
had stipulated that it should not be let for 
political purposes, 

The conference is to consist of (1) dele- 
gates appointed by public meetings or meet- 
Ings of congregations publicly convened ; 
and (2) of delegates appointed in writing by 
persons residing in any town, borough, or 
parish, or in more than one united; the sig- 
natures of not fewer than fifty persons being 
required for one delegate, and not fewer than 
one hundred for two delegates. At the last 
conference members of the association were 
admitted ; but in order to preserve the repre- 
sentative character of the assembly it will on 
this occasion be confined to delegates. 
Inquiry was made whether they could be 
admitted as spectators, to which it was replied, 
that in all probability the theatre would not 
afford room for others than delegates. As a 
set-off against this alteration, the signatures 
of fifty persons only is required to elect a 
delegate, instead of one hundred as formerly. 
It is, however, expected that in the majority 
of instances the election will be by public 
meetings convened for the purpose; and it 
was urged, that when meetings of congrega- 
tions are held, not only should delegates be 
appointed, but advantage taken of the occur- 
rence to disseminate anti-state church princi- 
ples. The 13th of April is the day named 
for sending in nominations. 

The travelling and other expenses of the 
delegates are to be defrayed by the delegates 
or their constituents; and as heretofore each 
delegate is expected to be furnished with the 
means of defraying a fair proportion of the 
expenses of the conference. All these ex- 
penses are to be met by special contributions, 
and not by the application of any portion of 
the local subscriptions, which will be required 
for carrying on the ordinary operations of the 
society. , 

The committee stated their intention to 
arrange, if possible, for the entertainment of 
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some of the delegates; a hope being ex- 
pressed that the friends of the association in 
London would give practical proof of their 
approbation of such a proposal, It is also 
proposed to hold a social tea-party during 
the sittings of the conference, to afford an 
opportunity for the free expression of opinion, 
and for the communication of information on 
the part of the country delegates. A great 
public meeting is to be held as usual but the 
place is not yet decided upon, : 

Several subjects were mentioned as proper 
to be brought before the conference, the 
most important of them being,—the Regiwm 
Donum, the Irish church, recent events in 
the state church, the anti-state church press, 
and the increase of political power on the 
part of those who hold the society’s princi- 
ples, by obtaining possession of the franchise, 

With respect to the election of the officers, 
the Executive Committee and the Council, 
which forms part of the business of the 
Triennial Conference, a change in the mode 
of election is proposed. Hitherto they have 
been chosen by the whole conference, but as 
it is found impossible by that method to 
obtain a legislative and executive body, com- 
posed of parties known to be willing to act, 
and fairly representing the supporters of the 
society throughout the country, it is intended 
to submit to the conference that it shall 
appoint a committee of twelve (three being 
members of the old Executive Committee), 
to prepare lists of officers, Executive Com- 
mittee, and Council, such lists being after- 
wards separately submitted to the conference 
for its approval. The members of the con- 
ference are to be requested to send in the 
names of suitable parties to the committee. 

The discussion on these and other questions 
was carried on with considerable animation, 
and in a most amicable spirit. At the close 
of the business relating to the conference, 
the Executive Committee presented a special 
report on the subject of Mr, Roebuck’s in- 
tended motion on the Irish church, They 
were prepared to commence a vigorous agita- 
tion in support of it, and wished for the 
opinion of the council whether an attempt 
should be made to carry on the movement in 
London, by means of a committee composed 
of persons favourable to this specific object. 
The result of the conversation was a resolution 
tothe effect that the committee should employ 
the resources of the association, and avail 
themselves of the advantages which their 
organization gaye them. 


COLLECTANEA., 
THE ESCAPR OF DR. ACHILLI, AS DESCRIBED 
BY HIMSELF, 
The Christian 'Times having been favoured - 
with the perusal of a pamphlet, about to 
be issued by Sir C, HE, Eardley, Bart., in 
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reference to the case of Dr. Achilli, gives the 
following extract from a letter of Dr. Achilli, 
dated, Paris, Feb. 3. 

“ On the morning of December 24—a day 
usually consecrated in Rome to the con- 
gratulations and good wishes of friends—my 
good gaoler came to me to say that an order 
had come from the French general, to allow 
me to have free communication with a certain 
Dr. Bambozzi and another person with him, 
whenever they might come to see me. ‘The 
good gaoler, not knowing, as I did, who the 
parties were who had such ample permission, 
denied in every other case, to converse with 
me, endeayoured to persuade me that they 
were really two of my friends, who had by 
great exertionssucceeded in obtaining what had 
been granted to no one else. But I was not 
‘deceived, The more so, when 1 knew the 
next day that the adjutant of the fort, a 
devoted friend of the priests, had asked and 
obtained from the cardinals a confirmation of 
the order. I said to myself, either this is an 
agreement and understanding between the 
cardinals and the French general, or the 
cardinals have performed one of their com- 
mon manceuvres to engage and compromise 
the French authorities in a matter altogether 
in their interest. My fellow-prisoners, to 
whom I communicated my doubts, fully 
agreed with me. Eight days elapsed, and 
Dr, Bambozzi,** announced with so great 
interest, had not yet appeared. This made 
my fellow-prisoners and myself constantly 
laugh at the name of my visitor and at bis 
expected visit. December 31, I was asked 
for by two persons, who announced them- 
selves as “ visitors.” The door opened, and 
in came a priest, in fact a Monsignore, whom 
I recognised from his purple tippet, and 
another person, both strangers to me. They 
received me with great gravity, and, after 
having looked at me from head to foot, 
made me a signal to sit down. I then dis- 
covered that they were two judges, and knew 
the quarter that they came from. (1 after- 
wards ascertained that the priest was Mon- 
signor Bambozzi, the Fiscal of the Inquisi- 
tion, and the other the Advocate De Do- 
minicis, Chancellor of the Inquisition.) 
After we were seated all three round a table, 
the priest made a sign to the other to write, 
and began to dictate to him in Latin, “A 
certain man (homo quidam) appeared before 
me, who declares his name to be Giacinto 
Achilli, son of . . . bornat .. . aged about 
. . . dressed (here follows a description of 
my dress from head to foot), committed to 
this prison, &c., who, being interrogated 
whether he knew why he was imprisoned, 
replied, ‘I have been here for six months, 
and I do not yet know why I was arrested.’ 
Interrogated if he knew by what tribunal he 
was now arraigned and examined, he replied, 
‘I wish to be informed.? And being told 
that that he was arraigned and examined by 
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the magistrates of the Holy Inquisition, he 
replied, ‘I am very glad of it.’ Admonished 
to tell the truth, and to recognise in this 
fact the justice of God and not the vengeance 
of man, he replied to the first part, ‘ 1 promise 
to tell the truth ;’? on the second he was 
silent.” 

At this point he produced a quire of paper, 
covered with writing, and began to read the 
first page, from which I perceived that it was 
the minute taken down the second day of my 
imprisonment, by a judge of the Cardinal 
Vicar, consisting of a general interrogatory 
on the whole of my life—that is to say, my 
education, my studies, my public functions, 
my occupations, my journies, and especially 
that to the Ioman Islands, Malta, England, 
&e. till my return to Rome ; what I had 
done during the Roman Republic ; and 
finishing with my imprisonment. All this, 
confronted anew with numerous questions, 
formed the subject of my first interview with 
Monsignor Bambozzi and his companion. 
In a moment, the whole Castle of St. 
Angelo was full of the news that the Judges 
of the Inquisition, with special permission of 
the French authorities, had come to take 
possession of me. You can imagine the 
indignation felt, and the severe expressions 
employed against the priests and the French, 
I alone smiled in the midst of the universal 
excitement. Four days afterwards the two 
magistrates of the Inquisition were again 
announced. Thereupon, a new and very long 
interrogatory (still in Latin) ensued. 

[Dr. Theiner, a Priest of the Oratory, 
subsequently visited Dr. Achilli, and gave 
him books to read, with the view of bringing 
him back to the Roman church. ] 

I was in the middle of the third visit of 
the Padre Theiner, in the full fervour of our 
controversies, when the Captain of the 
Castle came to inform me that two Chasseurs 
de Vincennes were arrived, to take me to the 
French Council of War, to give evidence in 
the cause of Signor Cernuschi, Deputy of 
the People under the Republic. I was not 
more surprised than my theologian, who was 
even more unable than myself to comprehend 
how I, separated from the rest of the world 
by virtue of the laws of the Inquisition, 
could be summoned before a military tribunal 
by a foreign authority. The Captain added, 
that there was the permission of the Cardinal 
Vicar, “Let us go, in the name of the 
Lord,” was my thought. The Padre Theiner 
accompanied me to the carriage, in which 
two soldiers, armed with carbines, sat by my 
side. The tribunal is held at the Eccle- 
siastical Academy, in the Piazza di Minerva. 
The Capitaine Rapporteur was alone. He 
put a few questions to me about the person 
of Cernuschi, and said some other things to 
a .. He then remanded me to the 
castle. 


The next day, the 19th January, my theo- 
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logian visited me again, and plied me with 
vehement arguments, and which I answered 
with arguments still more vehement. Our 
subject was the bishopric of St. Peter at 
Rome, and the privilege of succession be- 
queathed to the popes; Dr. Theiner all 
intent on demonstrating, and I on confuting 
it. In the midst of the discussion, which 
had now lasted some time (it now being 
nearly dark), my gaolor came to tell me that 
the two chasseurs were come back again to 
take me to the military commission. “ F'are- 
well, Padre Theiner. Offer my respects to 
the Cardinal Vicar, and thank him in my 
name for your visits, which have given me 
real pleasure ; I hope that both of us may 
derive profit from them, to confirm us more 
and more in the word of God!” Having 
said this, I pressed his hand, and got into the 
carriage between the two soldiers. his 
time the carriage was an open one, and, 
traversing the long street from the Castle to 
the Minerva, I saw and was seen by many 
persons. A novel sight indeed! A prisoner 
of the Inquisition held in custody by the arms 
of the French Republic! The Capitaine 
Rapporteur was very obliging, and I am sure 
felt personal sympathy with me. I will not 
repeat the conversations which I had with 
him. ... I will only say that I was greatly 


cheered, and I could not help feeling as if I 
were free and my own master. I determined 
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to try if it were so... In an antechamber 
were several sets of military accoutrements. 
Ina moment I had dressed myself cap-d-pie 
as a French soldier, The doors on to the 
landing were open, and the ingress not 
guarded by a single individual. It was half- 
past five in the evening. I did what any one 
else would haye done, and I did it with a 
smile. I descended into the Piazza di 
Minerya, passed through the Strada Pié 
di Marino, the Piazza del Collegio Romano, 
and walked through the Corso, disguised as I 
was. I changed my dress at » where 
money was prepared for me. A carriage 
with post-horses was speedily ready, and a 
passport. At seven, p.m., I passed the walls 
of Rome, blessing the Lord, and committing 
to him my country, my brethren, and that 
infant church which will one day be an 
example to all the churches, so that it may 
again be said of the Romans, that “ their 
faith is spoken of throughout the whole 
world.” In six hours I arrived at Civita 
Vecchia, rested til] daylight, presented several 
letters, and embarked on board a steamer of 
war. The whole of that day (20th) I passed 
in the port, engaged in thanking my God, 
and in praying to him to provide for me in all 
respects. I wrote a farewell letter to the 
brethren in Rome, which I got a person to 
post. The next day we sailed for Toulon 
and from thence I went to Marseilles.” 
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BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY—-PROPOSED 
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to many enquiries 
and kind suggestions from esteemed brethren 
on the subject of the resolutions to be brought 
forward by us at the next annual meeting of 
the Missionary Society, which appear in the 
last report, we take the liberty of requesting | 
the insertion of a few sentences in the pages 
of your Magazine. ‘The attention which 

. during past months we have been able to give 
to the subject, and the kind communications 
of brethren, have led usto a conviction of the 
importance of thoroughly discussing these 
resolutions as connected with the welfare of 
our society, and the maintenance and enlarge- 
ment of the sympathy and support of our | 
churches in its proceedings. We purpose, | 
therefore, if life and strength permit, to bring | 
these resolutions, in the form of which we | 
have given notice, under the consideration of 
the annual meeting, and desire, by thus early | 
reminding our brethren of our intentions, to | 
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invite the exercise of their deliberate wisdom 
in the spirit of reverent obedience and humble 
dependence towards our Great Master. The 
resolutions as they now stand, if adopted by 
the general meeting, will occasion certain 
changes in the constitution of the society, 
which we think are required by the faithful 
application of scriptural principles, and by 
the necessity which is strongly felt among us 
to unite our society more completely with 
those on whom it must depend for support. The 
changes will consist, first, in the abolition of 
a fixed amount of pecuniary contribution as 
a condition of membership ; secondly, in the 
substitution for it of a religious qualification, 
viz., connection with a church by which the 
missionary society is approved and supported ; 
and thirdly, in the transference of the control 
of the society from persens possessing the 
property qualification, (and only such as 
defined by the present law,) to the representa- 
tives of contributing churches who are to 


' meet once a year for the despatch of business 


and the choice of officers. 
The first resolution to be brought forward 
2a 
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is one affirming the general principle, that our 
society should be esteemed a religious society 
and have a religious constitution. We pro- 
ceed to apply it in two ways, first, by render- 
ing the qualification for membership, con- 
nection with a contributing church; and 
secondly by entrusting the representatives of 
such churches with the management. 

It may, perhaps, help towards a clear un- 
derstanding of ovr intentions to print the 
rules as we propose they shall stand respect- 
ing “ members,” and the “ general meeting.” 
By a reference to the report our friends will 
be able to compare the effect of our proposed 
changes with the rules as they now stand. 
The rule for members according to our pjan 
will read as follows :— 


« Members.” 

“That the society shall consist of the 
officers and members of those churches who 
make an annual contribution towards its 
funds.” 

The rule respecting the general meeting 
will stand thus, reprinting the law with our 
proposed alterations :-— 


“¢ General meeting of representatives of the 
churches.” 

“ A general meeting of representatives of 
the churches shall be held annually, at which 
the committee and officers shall be chosen 
for the ensuing year, the auditors of accounts 
appointed, and any other business pertaining 
to the society transacted. This meeting shall 
consist of representatives of all churches 
which shall have made a contribution towards 
the funds of the society during the past year. 
Not more than the pastor and two other re- 
presentatives to be allowed to each church.” 

We are not altogether ignorant of the 
objections which may be brought against 
these changes, but regard any inconyenience 
to which they may subject us as more than 
counterbalanced by their advantages. Legal 
objections may be taken, but we believe them 
to be invalid. It may he said thatthe plan 
encourages centralization; it is not, however, 
more centralizing than the present constitu- 
tion, and whilst it provides for central action, 
it neutralizes and destroys central government. 
It is admitted to be an inconvenience, that it 
will disfranchise many who are now contribu- 
tors to the society, but are not members of 
contributing churches; but if the society is a 
Christian institution and for the spread of 
certain principles, it is a natural inference 
that it should be under the management of 
those who give to these principles their pro- 
fessed adherence. Any loss to the constitu- 
ency resulting from this change will surely be 
amply compensated by the introduction of a 
large number of persons religiously qualified, 
who are now disfranchised, but who then as 
members of contributing churches will become 
members of the Baptist Missionary Society. 
The representative system may be thought 
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too cumbrous and costly for practical pur- 
poses. The number of contributing churches 
will not, however, so far exceed the present 
members of the society who are entitled to 
attend the general meeting as to render this 
an important objection, and the cost may be 
greatly diminished if churches at a distance 
think fit to appoint as their representatives 
persons residing near the place of meeting on 
whose judgment they can rely. There will 
be nothing under the amended regulations to 
prevent the meeting of representatives from 
being held as may be thought desirable in the 
country or London; or to preclude two or 
more churches from uniting as an auxiliary or 
district in the appointment of representatives. 
It is admitted that in religious societies the 
life which animates them is practically of 
more importance than the form they assume, 
but the latter whilst it is the expression of the 
former exerts upon it a beneficial or pernicious 
influence. The present plan is simple, inter- 
feres to asmall extent with existing machinery, 
and is capable of varied application, We 
recommend it on mature deliberation to the 
churches, as identifying the society which they 
sustain with themselves, and enabling them 
by vigorous and systematic action to main- 
tain, extend, and direct its operations. 
We remain, dear Sir, 
Your's truly, 
. 8. Pryce. 
J. P. Mursnu. 


BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 
To the Editor of the Baplist Magazine. 


My Dear Srr,—I am certain that you 
will with much pleasure grant the request of 
the Committee of the Baptist Building Fund, 
by inserting the gratifying intelligence that 
they have received from a lady the donation 
of £100, forwarded by the Rev. George 
Pope of Collingham. This benevolent gift 
arose, as he informs us, from her perusal of 
our last report, opening to her the gratifica- 
tion of a previous desire, “to do something 
permanent for the benefit of baptist chapels.” 
We entreated her permission thus to mention 
the circumstance publicly, as an example and 
inducement to othersto make similar deposits. 
Her money was immediately remitted by the 
treasurer to the next church upon the rotation 
list, at Westbury-on-Trym, and is secured as 
the conditions of the Loan Fund require, by 
the note of hand of four persons engaging to 
repay the whole by half-yearly instalments of 
£5 each. 

Allow me to remark what should not escape 
observation, that by the simple process 
adopted for the dissemination of those loans 
and their gradual restoration to the common 
stock of the whole amount so leat, this single 
£100 will, during its progressive return form 
parts of loans to twenty other churches, and 
at the end of the ten years will, although di- 
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vided, continue to be as at first an entirety of 
benefit. Now it has not only immediately 
paid off £100 of debt, but has, by the anni- 
hilation of interest, added £5 to the future 
annual amount of remuneration to the 
minister. And proceeding onwards it will in 
every future return and re-issue again repeat 
a like proportionate benefit to others, yet 
still remaining part of an undiminished source 
of blessing. Would, my dear sir, that many, 
very many persons may, as this Christian 
lady has done, under the influence of duty to 
God and his cause, bestow a living legacy, 
free from tax or mortmain, the advantages of 
which they may witness during life with a 
holy satisfaction, and leave as their lasting 
memorial when they shall worship in a 
temple not made with hands, 
I am, my dear sir, 
Very sincerely yours, 
Josppu FLetTcHEr, Treasurer. 
Union Dock, Limehouse, 
February 18, 1850. 


ON MINISTERIAL ATTENDANCE AT MIXED 


MARRIAGES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Sir,—In your number for January ap- 
peared a letter from a country pastor con- 
taining an inquiry to this effect, Shall I be 
committing sin by being present at the 
marriage of one of my members to an indi- 
vidual who gives no evidence of a change of 
heart. This inquiry has evoked two letters 
in your periodical for the month of February, 
one an affirmative, the other a negative, the 
preponderance then of evidence as far as it 
may influence the conduct of the pastor, in 
point of numbers, is neutral, and his mind 
may be as little satisfied as ever. I propose 
to examine the claims of the two letters, with 
a view to turn the scale either on one side or 
the other, and to investigate whether of the 
two will be the safest to take as a rule of ac- 
tion. It is possible this may be too late to 
have any effect in the present case, but assum- 
ing that it is not I call upon the country 
pastor to pause ere he commit an act, com- 
mendatory of a proceeding acknowledged by 
all parties to be fraught with mischief to the 
church of Christ. 

It may be laid down as a maxim that the 
way to the truth is short and easy; if truth 
be the object sought, the God of truth has 
declared with respect to it, that whosoever 
should seek should find. To be acquainted 
with the truth and to act up to its dictates, 
are two very different things. It may bealso 
asserted, that error decked in the garb of 
truth, supported by specious and fallacious 
reasoning, often has been and still is palmed 
upon easily deceived human nature as that 
high and holy principle of which she is the 
deadly opponent. Such are the thoughts 
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suggested by considering the two letters in 
answer to the pastor’s inquiry as stated at the 
outset. To descend a little to minutie. The 
letter signed A Member of a Baptist Church 
is short and to the point; after briefly touch- 
ing upon the eyils arising from mixed mar- 
riages, he goes at once boldly to the issue and 
quoting the highest authority says, “ Be not 
partaker of other men’s sins.” 

Not so, however, Respondent. Suppose 
the course advised by this writer to be 
adopted, and what will be the result, 
Ist. Upon the mind of the Pastor himself, 
2nd. Upon the minds of the parties inter- 
ested. 38rd. Upon the minds of uninterested 
parties residing in the town or village. Upon 
the mind of the Pastor it must be painful 
in the extreme, he tells us he has faithfully 
and affectionately remonstrated with the 
party concerned; and great grief, doubtless, 
does arise in his heart to see one of the mem- 
bers of his flock thus wilfully breaking 
Christ’s commands; but notwithstanding 
every warning the day arrives upon which 
the two unite themselves in indissoluble 
bonds, he receives and accepts an inyitation 
to solemnize the marriage and become one of 
the guests, can he—dare he—ask the God of 
heaven to bless a union so contracted and 
celebrated in defiance of His prohibition and 
his own earnest protestation ? I think not; 
if he can, the sooner he resigns his office as 
minister of the truth the better. Upon the 
parties themselves, secure under the patronage 
and countenance of their minister, they may, 
perhaps, go on in life without one thought of 
sorrow or compunction—the good man could 
not after all have meant what he said, or 
thought it so bad as he described. Upon the 
uninterested in the locality,—the sentiments 
cf the pastor are sure to become known, and 
when he is found acting contrary to his de- 
clared opinion a bad impression invariably 
follows, his character for Christian consis- 
tency: materially damaged, and the progress 
of the cause of Christ materially hindered. 
These remarks might be extended to a much 
greater length, and the contrast from an 
opposite course drawn, but that would occupy 
too much of your valuable space, and a 
word to the wise is enough. 

I am, Sir, yours very truly, 
Miniuus, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear Sir,—This subject appears to me 
one of deep importance and deserving the 
most serious treatment of your correspondents. 
Without commenting upon the answers which 
appeared in your last number, I offer my 
own contribution to the discussion. 

I take it for granted that it is contrary to 
the spirit of Christianity for a believer to unite 
himself in marriage to an unbeliever. 

I assume also, and this reduces the question 
to its practical form, that the believing in- 
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dividual is not prepared to affirm that his 
proposed partner is a decided Christian. 

Now if it be reckoned improper for me to 
proceed with the marriage of parties who 
avow a fact which I believe to constitute, 
according to the law of England, “a lawful 
impediment” to such marriage, is it less 
plainly my duty to take no part in the cele- 
bration of a marriage which a fact, confessed 
or not disavowed by one of the parties, 
renders unlawful in the sight of God? The 
human law cannot be entitled to a more 
exact obedience than the divine law, 

The only answer which I have heard made 
to this is, that the mere presenting of de- 
votional services on the occasion of a 
marriage does not necessarily imply the 
sanction of it, ‘This opinion partly arises 
from a misapprehension of the position of a 
minister in relation to marriages. The regis- 
trar and the clergyman are officers of govern- 
ment required to perform the ceremony 
whenever requested to do so in consistency 
with the law. They have no discretion, 
Their responsibility is limited by the terms of 
their office. No one, therefore, now thinks 
of attributing to them moral approval or dis- 
approval in those matters. But the pastors 
of our churches act freely. They are under 
no obligation to perform such acts, and it is 
therefore naturally understood that when they 
do so they express their good-will to the 
parties, and their general approval of the 
union, But if it be denied that there is any 
positive sanction, I ask whether there be not, 
at least, a somewhat dangerous appearance of 
it? Supposing the pastor of a baptist church 
is invited to be present on the occasion of an 
infant being submitted to a certain ceremony, 
and that for the mere purpose of offering 
prayer and praise. Would it be advisable 
for him to comply? He might not intend 
either his presence or his prayers to be ex- 
pressive of an approval of the service ; but 
would not his conduct be equivocal and liable 
to be construed in such a manner as to be 
highly injurious in its consequences? Yet in 
this case the ceremony might be one arising 
out of solemn convictions of duty, while in 
the one under our attention, there would be 
an admitted departure from implicit divine 
injunctions, In the one instance he would 
be present at the commission of an error, in 
the other at the perpetration of asin. If it is 
inexpedient to countenance the one, it is, in 
my humble judgment, something more to 
countenance the other, 

It must frequently be painful, doubtless, 
to a pastor, to act out these views. His 
refusal will often grieve his dearest friends at 
a time when they are peculiarly sensitive to 
public opinion. These consequences may be 
mitigated by haying his views of duty clearly 
made known to his congregation bef sre hand, 
but as Dr. Gutzlaff said the other day to our 
Mission Committee, “He who enlists as a 
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soldier makes no condition not to be 
wounded.” Misapprehension and harsh 
judgments must be borne for a time, and 
cheerfully borne too, where interests so 
tremendous are at stake. Ihave reason to 
believe, from some enquiries on the subject, 
that at least one half of all the marriages coa- 
tracted by members of our churches are “ un- 
equal,” and that not one in a hundred of 
those who were non-professors at that time 
ever afterwards take their place at the Lord’s 
table with their believing partners; while, on 
the contrary, the instances of abandonment of 
religious profession are distressingly numerous. 
It is surely demanded of every pastor to 
ascertain whether he is innocent in this 
matter, 
Your’s most truly, 
Liverpool. C. M. B. 
EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 

In a village about fifty miles from London, 
within a mile from a railway station, there is 
a place of worship free from debt in which 
a small congregation assembles, which desires 
a pastor, but is unable to do much towards 
his support. Mr, Carey Tyso of Wallingford 
will feel pleasure in affording the requisite 
information to any respectable baptist minis- 
ter possessing independent resources, whose 
desire to do good may incline him to make 
inquiry respecting the sphere of usefulness 
which the locality affords, 


The Rey. James Smith, acting under medi- 
cal advice, has resigned his pastorate at New 
Park Street. He has no other sphere of 
labour in view, but it is thought that the air 
of the metropolis does not suit his lungs. 
Midsummer is the time that he has fixed for 
the cessation of his public duties, 


The friends of the Rev. Owen Clarke, and 
of the church under his care at Vernon 
Chapel, Pentonville, will be glad to hear of 
the restoration of his sight. Having been 
deprived of it partially the last three or four 
years and totally for many months, he un- 
derwent the distressing operation for cataract 
a few weeks ago, and is now so far recovered 
a3 to be able to walk out alone and see the 
faces of his old acquaintance. His constitu- 
tion is rallying and his eyes are rapidly re- 
gaining their power. 

To A Correspondent who asks “ Where is 
the scripture warranty for pews and pulpit ? 
What passage in the New Testament men- 
tions such things?” we beg to say that we 
have too many questions under discussion 
just now to admit his letter and the answers 
which it would draw forth, but that if he will 
accept our own opinion it is this: That in 
the New Testament there is no mention of 
either pew, pulpit, stove, ventilator, scraper, 
door-mat, or glass window, and that a church 
that is so minded is at perfect liberty to 
dispense with any or all of them, 
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INDIA. 


woe 


CALCUTTA. 


The news from the mission field by the last mail is on the whole most cheering. 
The gospel is not only making progress, but evidently leavening with its influence 
all the social relations of Hindooism. The proposed measure of government, 
releasing converts from the intolerant operation of the laws of the Shaster and 
Koran, by which on making a confession of Christ they lose every earthly pos- 
session and break every earthly tie, nattirally arouses the wrath of the rigid 
devotees of Vishnu, Siva, and Mahomet. But the time is at last come when the 
authorities ii India fio longer regard the prejudices of the Hindoo as their 
standard of duty, and the legislation of Ment as the basis of their own. The 
following extracts from the Mriend of India will give a just view of the im- 


portance of the act. 


This is the great charter of teligious liberty 
now abotit to be established for the first tite 
throughout the British dominions in India. 
The new law Will establish the rights of con- 
science in India, and enable any man to 
profess the ereed he prefers, without the fear 
of being thereby deprived of all the property 
to which he would otherwise have been 
entitled, Tt was idle to talk of the existence 
of any thing like liberty of ¢onscience in 
India while the provisions of the Hindoo law 
which were designed to extinguish it, formed 
part and parcel of otit code, The presetit 
act is, of dotirse, a cofiplete abrogation of 
that portioti of the Shastet which was in- 
tended t6 keep the land of India for ever 
bound to the stipport of Hindooism, by 
ordainifig that #6 one shotild enjoy the fruits 
of the soil Who did pot matiifest his adherence 
to the Hinds #éligion, by the type of offering 
the funeral eake to the manes of his diseased 
parent. But the legislation of Menti be- 
longed td the age of Hindoo éonservatismn, 
when the rights of éonscieiée Wete as little 
understood as in thé days of St. Dominick, 
and it would be preposterous to suppose that 
it should contititie in force in the present aye, 
when India has é¢omeé into the possession of 
those who ptide themselves on honouring 
those rights. = 

We perceive that the Hitdoos of Calcutta 
haye expressed thelt disapprobation of the 
new law. ‘This was fully to have been ex- 
pected, arid we shall be the last to censure 
them for the free expression of thei opinion. 


They have no idea of liberty of conscience; 
they haye been trained up in the notion that 
the profession of theit ancestral creed was to 
be enforeed by pains and penalties, and that 
heresy was to be repressed by the forfeiture 
of property. 

It is not for us, as Englishmen, to censure 
the votaries of the Hindoo Shasters for cling- 
ing With such tenacity to their penal and 
perseétiting enactments. We were once 
unde the influence of the same spirit of 
illibevality, If Menu has ordered that 
melted ledd should be poured down the 
throat of the man who spoke disrespectfully 
of a btahmin, it must not be forgotten that 
our code has also been disfigured by equally 
barbarotis laws, We have had our act “ de 
hevético Comburendo.” 

We are fully aware that the feeling of 
abhotrence towards all who embrace Chris- 
tianity is almost incredibly intense in the 
Hindoo community, and that it burns with 
eqtial veheménce in the breast of the orthodox 
and liberals of the man who lives according 
to the ritual of the Hindoo shasters, and of 
him who eats beefsteaks and drinks cham- 
pagne at Wilson’s; of those who believe the 
fable of the earth resting on a tortoise, and 
of those who have gone through the whole 
circle of Hutopean sciences; and we can easily 
account for the feelings of indignation which 
the new law will, for a time, engender. But 
it is a law of essential justice and equity, and 
no effort which the Hindoos can make will 
turn government from its purpose, 


But even under the oppressive laws of Menu, the gospel has been making 
progress, as the following interesting communication from our brother Wuncrr 
will testify. His letter is dated December 8th. Referring to the state of the 
native mind in certain parts of Bengal, he says, 


Barisal and Jessore. 


minds of the people in some parts of the 


_ I feel that the Society ought to strike the | Barisal and Jessore districts are now in a 
iron whilst it is hot, and unquestionably the | state which, if proper advantage be taken of 


FOR MARCH, 1860. 


it, will in all human probability result in the 
embracing of Christianity (at least outwardly 
but nevertheless sincerely) by hundreds, if 
hot thousands of poor villagers. 


Good News. 


Our association meetings were held last 
week, and very pleasant they have been. 
Only brother Page came from a distance, 
but he was as good as twenty, for he brought 
good news. -He has now 177 members in 
commimion, and has long since seen sufficient 
reasons for adopting (contrary to his first 
impressions) the same view of the movemerit 
that was taken by brother Pearce and myself. 
We had about seventy native brethren (few 
of them from any great distance), who at- 
tended the association. These, in addition to 
our native brethren living at Calcutta, formed 
a pleasing gathering. A spirit of seriousness 
and love prevailed—remarkably so; allseemed 
to enjoy the meetings, and were greatly en- 
couraged to go on serving the Lord. 

Including the General Baptist churches in 
Orissa (except Berhampore), the churches 
connected with the association were found to 
contain about 1330 members, of whom say 
1000 are bona fide natives. The baptisms 
were 117; the clear increase 162, which is 
owing to numerous instances of restoration, 
especially in the Barisal churches, where 
many baptized persons whose character had 
appeared doubtful, have been admitted to 
fellowship. 

The following anecdote interested me very 
much when I heard it from brother Page : 


Christian Heroism. 


In the early part of the year some native 
Christians neat Barisal were seized and im- 
prisoned (illegally) by the agent of a hostile 
zemindar, who kept them for several days 
locked up, with their hands and feet tied, for 
the purpose of inducing them to renounce 
Christianity, on which condition they were 
told they might have their liberty and favour- 
able treatment in other respects. They re- 
mainéd firm. When the sabbath came, they 
resolved to keep it, and to have worship, 
notwithstanding their sad condition, They 
prayed and sang hymns together, 

Upon hearing of this, the zemindar’s agent 
lost all hope of reclaiming them. “ These 
people have the heart to sing even when kept 
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in durance, and with their hands and feet 
tied. It is no use to think of thei forsaking 
Christianity.” Reasoning in this way, he 
thought it the wisest plan to give them their 
liberty, 

Unfortunately some of their friends, not 
true converts of course, hearing of the treat- 
ment they had received, had taken repiisals, 
and seized some of the zemindar’s people. 
This spoiled the case so far as the law might 
have remédied it. . 


A new thing in Colinga. 


In the Colinga church, which is under my 
pastoral care, we last month elected three 
brethren to be deacons, and immediately 
before the celebration of the Lord’s supper, 
last sabbath, they were set apart for their 
work by prayer and by the laying on of hands 
by myself and Sujaat Ali, my co-pastor. 
The measure had been hitherto deferred by 
me because the brethren most fit for the 
office were too young either as to their 
natural or their spiritual age. But after 
waiting nearly six years, I felt that there 
was no further occasion for delay. I trust 
that the arrangement will work well; and I 
have made up my mind to it that the breth- 
ren shall have the responsibilities and duties 
as well as the name of the office. None of 
them are paid by the Society; they all have 
secular employment. Their election was 
made by what would, I suppose, be called. 
secret ballot in England, so as to ensure the 
absence of all appearance of personal in- 
fluence. 

Recently the Bishop’s College clergy, who 
are generally supposed—and so far as I can 
see quite correctly—to be inclined to tracta- 
rianism, have in an underhand way got up 
an agitation against our translation of the 
New Testament in Bengali, with the inten- 
tion, stated in so many words, “to make out 
a strong case to lay before the Bishop ” (80 
as to induce him to sanction the making ot 
another version by themselves), I have 
therefore been obliged to defend our version, 
and send you separately a copy of the first 
article published on that subject, which will 
be followed by a “second” next month, 
Two will be sufficient. The missionaries ot 
the Church Missionary Society have formally 
declined acting with the Bishop’s College 
people in this matter. 


We learn from the Oriental Baptist that a Mahommedan has been baptized at 
Intally ; also three believers, a young man and two elderly females, at Bow 
Bazar, and a European gentleman, who had long been a candidate, at Circular Road. 

The following remarks we take from a letter by the Rev. J. Tuomas, dated Dee. 
sth, Our readers were informed in the last Herald of the expected return of 


Mr, MakErrace. 


A stalion vacant. | ) 
We have just had our association mectings, 
Which were pleasant and I hope: profitable. 


The increase in the churches has been very 
cheering, and the prospects of further en- 


largement are encouraging, but their realiza- 
2B 2 
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tion must to a considerable extent depend on 
means and agency being available for the 
prosecution of those labours which God has 
so evidently begun to bless. 

The present mail, however, will bring you 
heavy tidings of the death of Mr, Davies of 
Ceylon, of which we haye received informa- 
tion through the papers, and the illness of 
brother Makepeace at Sagor, who has been 
ordered home immediately. He appears to 
have had repeated attacks of a serious cha- 
racter, but hoped to get over them, and 
labour on. It is not a month since he wrote 
me to ascertain if I could assist him in build- 
ing a house to reside in, as his present, or 
rather late, abode was required by the mili- 
tary. He had scarcely finished the letter 
when he was taken very ill, and for some 
days his life was considered to be in imminent 
danger; he, however, survived, but the phy- 
sicians who were called in decided that he 
ought to leave the station immediately, and 
with as little delay as possible embark for 
England. He is now on his way down, and 
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| has written saying he expects to reach Cal- 


cutta in the course of this month, and would 
like his passage to be taken in some vessel 
which will be likely to leave about the end 
of the month. Our friend Mr. Rae, who has 
so generously contributed fifty rupees a month 
during the time brother Makepeace has been 
at Sagor, has sent me the doctors’ certificates. 

This appears a very remarkable dispensa- 
tion. Our brother has been fayoured with a 
very unusual amount of success; a goodly 
number of converts have been baptized, 
several candidates were waiting for baptism, 
and others were inquiring. Every thing, in 
short, appeared to say that he was in the 
place where God wished him to be, and where 
his labours would be crowned with increasing 
success, but in the midst of all he is suddenly 
arrested and sent away ! and who is to supply 
his place? Alas, who? Perhaps Mr. Wil- 
liams or Phillips will pay a visit to the 
station; but how it is to be provided for 
during Mr. Makepeace’s absence I cannot 
conjecture, 


CHITOURA. 


At Chitoura, our missionary brother, Mr. Surru, is labouring with a most 


encouraging degree of success. 


In the following extract of a letter to Mr. THo- 


mAs he earnestly presses the wants and claims of the district in which he labours. 
Greatly would it rejoice the hearts of the Committee could these importunate 


appeals be responded to. 


I have just got a letter from that worthy 
brother, Mr. Smith of Chitoura, near Agra. 
He urges the claims—strong claims—of his 
own station, one of the most prosperous, or 
rather I-believe the most prosperous in 
Upper India; also the claims of Agra and of 
Cawnpore. I cannot do better than intro- 
duce an extract from his letter. 

“JT regret much that nothing can be done 
for Cawnpore. I believe they haye never 
had a sermon since I was there. Neyer 
were such brilliant prospects sacrificed, I 
think, in a station before. A beautiful 
chapel, and an income larger than most mis- 
sionary societies give to their agents, the con- 
gregation and church continually increasing, 
but alas the demon intemperance has marred 
all, scattered all. The church would even 
now raise 100 rupees per month for a good 
pastor, and within one year they might sup- 
port him altogether. In connexion with the 
church a mission would be established, and 
the heathen would thus be benefitted without 
any permanent expense to the Society. Can 
nothing be done? The longer the station is 
neglected the weaker our cause must become, 
and it appears to me that if our mission is 
kept up in India, it must be by taking ad- 
vantage of such stations. We are almost 


disheartened by the appearance of our mis- 
sions generally. Brother Makepeace is gone 
to England, brother Phillips is bent on the 
same course, brother Thompson is old, and 
there is no prospect of a successor, and thus 
we appear to be on the eye of relinquishing 
Upper India altogether. As to Agra and 
Chitoura, the Society have I fear long since 
relinquished both places so far as interest 
goes. May the Lord once more shine upon 
us, and support us by his presence. “ Re- 
turn, O Lord, how long, and let it repent 
thee concerning thy servants.” I fear we 
must discharge some of our native labourers 
in January, as there appears no possibility of 
increasing our subscription list, and I under- 
stand the allowance for native agents is to 
cease. We should never have to trouble the 
Committee for money for local purposes 
under any emergency if my salary was not 
partly to be paid from local subscriptions, 
Brother Williams’s salary, with fifty rupees 
for myself, is more than can be procured 
independently of buildings and natiye cate- 
chist and teachers’ salaries, 


An inspection. 


“ Dr. Duff was here last week, accompanied 
by William Muir, Esq. He catechised our 
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people and inspected the Christian village. I 
also gave him an account of our general plan 
of labour, and he expressed himself pleased 
with the whole. He gave me some useful 
hints, by which I hope to profit, and he said 
the Chitoura station should be strengthened 
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by another missionary. In this matter I 
fully agree with him, for he justly remarked, 
where God has given a measure of success, 
we ought to pay all possible attention, fol- 
lowing it up by increased labour,” 


——- 


MONGHIR. 


Our dear brother Parsons continues actively to labour in the extension of the 
gospel, and in the following letter, from Dinapore, dated November 20, addressed 
to the new Secretaries, he details his late visit to the Hajeepore mela. 


I now address myself to what cannot but 
be, on some accounts, a painful task, viz., to 
reply to our late esteemed Secretary’s last 
official letter, which I have been prevented 
from doing hitherto, first, by preparations for 
visiting the great annual mela at Hajeepore, 
and, secondly, by my haying been there at 
the time last month’s letter should have been 
despatched. My fervent prayer to the 
Giver of every good gift is this, that in the 
onerous responsibilities you have assumed for 
the promotion of our dear Saviour’s cause, 
you may ever enjoy his guidance and sup- 
port, and see your anxious and laborious 
duties so owned by his blessing, as that the 
fruits of past exertions shall ever be present 
to encourage you in regard to the future, or, 
if that species of encouragement be wanting, 
may be fully sustained by a sense of our 
great Captain’s all-sufficiency, and an appre- 
hension of his all-comprehensive promises ! 
And one more petition—that you may never 
have the pain of repeating any such proposal 
for the curtailment of the Society’s labours 
as, to I am sure, his deep regret, our late 
esteemed Secretary has felt compelled to 
enclose in his final communication, May I, 
and my dear wife with me, be permitted, 
through you, to reciprocate his expressions of 
Christian friendship and esteem, and to assure 
him of our fervent desires that he may be 
abundantly blessed and prospered in his new 
and important situation. 


The great festival. 


On the 15th of last month I and my be- 
loved family left Monghir for the mela, 
Nainsookh and other native Christians ac- 
companying us. Nainsookh had but par- 
tially recovered from a fever, in consequence 
of which he was but weak, and it was a 
matter of great regret to us, as well as a 
severe disappointment to him, that having on 
the way gone out in a village to preach, and 
not returned to the boat till about ten o’clock, 
he suffered a relapse of fever, which con- 
tinued on him so long, and reduced him so 
much, that he was unable to take part in 
our labours at the mela. Having the wind 
much against us on our way, we could not 


afford time to tarry much in the villages for 
fear of being too late at the fair. We spent, 
however, an active day at Bar, on Lord’s 
day 21st, having many hearers in the streets 
and markets, to whom the gospel was pro- 
claimed, and the folly of idolatry exhibited. 
It was at Bar that brethren Nainsookh and 
Soodeen last year heard from the dying lips 
of a Hindoo such confessions of Christ as 
seemed to them some ground for hope that 
he was a true though fearful disciple. But, 
alas, for the present the enemies of the cross 
seem to have the pre-eminence, for just near 
the house, now desolate, where the messen- 
gers of truth used to receive a polite and 
even affectionate welcome, was rising a 
showy fabric, erected by the mistaken piety 
of a shopkeeper in the bazar to the 
honour of that most licentious object of 
Hindoo worship, Krishna, In another part 
of the bazar we saw a small square shrine of 
masonry, about two feet square and three 
feet high, with a toolsee-tree planted on the 
top, and a small wooden door facing the 
street. This door was readily opened by 
some boys, at the request of Nainsookh, and 
disclosed a hideous red figwre of Hunooman, 
the monkey-god, raised in mud on the back 
wall. The sight of the Christians looking at 
the idol soon attracted a crowd, to whom 
first Nainsookh, and afterwards myself, spoke 
on the folly and mischief of idolatry, Nain- 
sookh arguing the impotency of the idol to 
aid its worshippers from its manifest inability 
eyen to open or shut the doors of its own 
shrine, and solemnly warning the hearers of 
the displeasure of God which would assuredly 
be manifested towards the perpetrators of 
such folly and impiety; and myself following 
up the warning with an appeal whether they 
had ever found or could believe that there 
existed any deficiency in God’s will or power 
to assist them, which they could urge as a 
pretext for turning away from him to dumb 
idols. 


A sign of mental life. 


During the day I was once invited by 
a Mahommedan to his courtyard for conver- 
sation, but found little profit in acceding to 
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his request. Among the vain arguments, or 
rather shifts and cayils, urged by him and 
his companions, was a tale to the effect that 
in Caleutta Mahommedanism and Christianity 
had been put to a test, in which the former 
had been found triumphant, which was this, 
the distinguishing maxim of each religion had 
been written on two slips of paper, which 
had been thrown into the fire, and Christianity 
was consumed, while Mahommedanism stood 
unhurt. I heard this asserted again at the 
mela, and syppose it to be one among 
hundreds of silly, lying fables, which are 
much eireulated among Mussulmans in books 
printed on lithographic presses, and sold at 
eyery station, a mode of opposition to Chris- 
tianity which I obserye to be in increasing 
use among this class of our deluded fellow 
creatures, 


The constant sameness of effort a reason for 
continued sympathy and prayer, 


From Patna, which we reached on the 
Tuesday after leaving Bar, being joined by 
brother Kalberer and family, we went over to 
the mela on Thursday, the 25th October. At 
that time comparatively few people were on 
the spot, but their numbers continued steadily 
to increase on the following days, on which 
our missionary hand was also augmented by 
the arrival of brother Ziemann of Mr. Start’s 
mission, from Mozufferpore, and brother 
Sternberg from Dinapore, Aided by four 
native brethren, we continued to cast the 
gospel-net every day, allotting the various 
portions of the day to the various classes 
which were most accessible at those periods. 
Our work did not differ from that usually 
prosecuted on such occasions, nor had we 
any circumstances to note beyond the usual 
routine of missionary labour. Indeed our 
preaching, and still more our distribution of 
scriptures and tracts, was impeded on the 
day preceding the full moon, by the whole 
concourse of people being thrown into a panic 
by the fury of an unmanageable elephant, 
and on the day of the full moon by the 
heayy rain which fell, putting quite a stop to 
our efforts after ten or eleyen o’clock in the 
day. Still the precious news of gospel grace 
was proclaimed to multitudes in the course 
of those days, whom it would have been 
difficult, if not impractieahle, to gain access 
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to in their native villages, and of the few 
hooks which were distributed, some have 
found their way, I trust, to distant parts of 
the country. Many were shown that their 
superstitious views and opinions are untenable, 
unreasonable, and sinful, and it was explained 
to them that the way of salvation through 
Christ is the only one in which the justice 
and mercy of God can appear in harmony, 
and be consistently developed in the redemp- 
tion of fallen and guilty man. And is not 
this the gospel, which the apostle tells us is 
“hid only to those who believe not, whose 
minds are blinded by the god of this world ?” 
They who perceive not its glories, convict 
themselves, by that very fact, of being the 
blinded slaves of Satan, and in a lost condi- 
tion, How solemn to think of this being the 
sad, but necessary, effect of our labours in so 
large a proportion of our hearers; but then 
what a serious subject for self-examination 
to missionaries and their supporters also, 
whether this lamentable fact does not arise 
in part from our faintness and unbelief in 
our prayers for the aid of the Divine Spirit, 
who alone can give sight to the spiritually 
blind, and bring the spiritually dead to life ! 

On Thursday, the first of the present 
month, we came over to this station, Dina- 
pore. Brother Brice, the minister here, has 
gone to the hill sanatarium, Darjeeling, to 
bring back Mrs. Brice and family, who haye 
been there for some time for their health, 
During his absence brother Sternberg minis- 
tered to his congregation for some months, 
but he being desirous to proceed to his own 
station, at Mr. Brice’s request I have come 
to supply a few weeks till his return. But 
few of the residents of this station attend the 
Baptist chapel, the remainder of the congre- 
gation being composed of soldiers from the 
regiment stationed here, which at present is 
the 80th, Of this regiment there are five 
brethren and one sister in church fellowship. 
The hearers vary in number from about 
twenty to fifty. The amount of impiety to 
be witnessed here is very appalling, though 
not, I suppose, greater than at military sta- 
tions generally. Besides attending to the 
English services, I go as often as I can to 
the bazar, in which engagement, the Monghir 
native brethren haying returned home, I am 
accompanied by Kasee, our native preacher 
Nainsookh’s brother, 


MADRAS. 


In a brief note our brother Paan gives the following sketch of the labours in 
which he is engaged, and of the manner in which, through the Divine blessing 
the church is able to sustain various agencies for aiding in the progress of the 
kingdom of God. It is dated December 14th, 1849. 3 


The cool weather has, I am yery thankful | now feel 


to say, quite restored my health, and I 


1 ag well I ever did in my life. Our 
little church grows steadily, and is I trust 
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becoming usefil in this dark land. God is 
raising up in our midst brethren who have 
the power of making known the great salva- 
tion to the heathen in their own tongue, and 
they have begun to do this in a way that has 
most cheeringly shown their loye of Christ 
and of souls. 

_ Many thanks for your kind hint to friends 
in the October Herald. I hope that they 
will remember that the arrangement made 
for paying fer our place of worship is one 
that requires us to raise amongst themselves 
£70 a year for the next five years, and that 
in addition to this we stand responsible for 
the support of an East Indian girls’ school, 
and an East Indian and native Christian 
boys’ school, both in Madras, a native school 
for heathen boys at Arnu, also for the support 
of a native preacher in Madras, and an East 
Indian preacher at Arnu. 
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These cost not less than £140 per annum. 
Add to these various other items, such as the 
support of a Sunday school, a Dorcas society, 
&e., and our friends will see that we are 
exerting ourselves to the utmost, and that we 
need all the help they can give us. In 
taking the responsibility of the payment for 
our chapel, &c., on ourselves, we were in- 
fluenced by a simple desire for the good of 
the heathen around us, to whose benefit, 
rather than to our own comforts, we were 
anxious to appropriate all the money raised 
in England, I shall feel extremely discour- 
aged if our haying done this should cause 
our English friends to relax their efforts on 
our behalf, Though it may appear unseemly 
for me to say it, yet in justice to the people 
here it may be affirmed, that if any people 
deserve to be helped, they do. 


We had the pleasure of reporting to the Committee last week, at the request 
of Mr. Borzs of Camberwell, that through the liberality of the Treasurers, and 
other friends, the £200 needed to pay off the debt on Mr. Pacu’s chapel, had 
all been received by him, and would be forwarded to Mr. Pacx in due course 


DINAGEPORE. 


To our brother Suytre we are indebted for the following interesting letter and 
journal of recent itineracy to spread the gospel of Christ. His letter is dated 


November 29, 1849. 


A specimen of a missionary’s labour. 


Tn all probability I shall be from home, 
that is, wandering in the solitary places of 
this Jand, during the months of December 
and January, I therefore send you my state- 
ment earlier than were I at home. I enclose 
a copy of my journal for eight days; it will 
show you the state of the minds of many. 
The welfare of their souls is what we labour 
for, and what we are most anxious to know 
and see. 


Struggles and successes. 


To our brethren at home it may appear 
strange that so many Hindoos and Musal- 
mans acknowledge the truth of the gospel, 
yet not embrace it. Let such look around 
them, and they will find it to be the same at 
home. No, not to such an extent as here, 
Thousands at home believe the gospel to be 
God’s word, yet never think of obeying it. 
Others seem to haye no idea how long some 
of the nations of Europe heard the gospel ere 
they fully received it. God forbid Bengal 
should hear it so long before they bow to 
Jesus Christ. Instance Sweden. This na- 
tion was partially converted to the Christian 
faith in the reign of Olaf III., in the year 


1000, but more than half a century elapsed 
before paganism was abandoned in the reign 
of Ingi. Should Bengal continue to refuse 
the greatest of all God’s favours for the next 
forty or fifty years, which I hope it will not, 
yet we would have no cause for wonder, im- 
patience, or childish discontent. Oh, would 
to God that we could flee from zillah to 
zillah as if by steam, planting churches and 
appointing elders. 

At present it is a stand up fight, a 
hand to hand struggle, in which neither 
party appears to gain ground, yet those 
who can see the kingdom of God on earth, 
see that the enemy and their objections 
are melting away. ‘They see that the Hin- 
doos are very many of them ashamed of the 
gods in which they once gloried, and for 
years past no one has been so foolish as to 
say that if a man spoke contemptuously of 
the gods, or if any one heard them despised, 
or listened to such language (i. e., the gos- 
pel), their heads would that moment fly off 
themselves; and we have seen them put their 
hands to their ears, and run to save their 
heads. But where, at the present time, from 
one end of the land to the other, will you 
see folly so gross and stupid? No where. 
Where, throughout the millions of Bengal, 


184 


will the man be found who will say that to 
speak evil of a brahmin boiling lead should 
be poured down the throat of the offender! 
We who have spent some thirty years in the 
land, nay more than thirty years, can look 
back and show that the kingdom of God is 
coming, and if all would call on Jesus, though 
like Nicodemus, they too would see. Another 
good sign, the native churches improve. 
When they receive the word of God with ad/ 
their heart and soul, no doubt the great and 
glorious work will soon be accomplished. 
The strange coldness which at one time was 
common to native Christians, filled the soul 
of many a missionary with anguish. Much 
is yet wanting, still there is an advance in the 
right way. 

May the Lord direct you in all things, and 
grant you not only the means of supporting 
those in the field, but to add many to them. 
The idea of withdrawing is painful indeed. 
Kindly grant us a place in your prayers, 


Zillah Dinagepore, Raneegunge, 
15th Nov. 1849, 


The contest. 


I arrived here about half-past two, P.M. 
By sundown my own and servants’ tents 
were pitched. On my way hither I met a 
Mussalman who, like myself, was going to 
Raneegunge. I entered into conversation, 
and explained the way of salvation to him. 
On showing him what Christ had done for 
sinners, he exclaimed, “ Ah, that is what we 
want, I can understand that; but we have 
got a mulla who keeps explaining and ex- 
plaining, and talking and talking the koran, 
and after all not one of us understands a 
word he says. We don’t know what he 
means. Here we haye been from generation 
to generation, eating and drinking and attend- 
ing to the pirs and pigombors, and now we 
have become new Mussulmans, we must 
neither eat nor drink, nor obey them. What 
is all this? Have we been deceived all this 
time? What is all this?’ “I dont wonder 
you cannot understand your mulla, simply 
because he does not understand himself. It 
is not eating and drinking, and pirs nor 
pigombors you want, neither is it washing 
your hands, feet, nose, and mouth when you 
are going to pray. You need some one to 
show you how you can be delivered from the 
devil and your own wicked hearts. Your 
hearts are enclosed in the net of sin. Now 
some one must tear this net from your hearts, 
You cannot do it yourselves; you don’t know 


that your souls are bound. Your prophet | 


cannot do it, because he is dead. Now I 
will show you who can do this for you. 
Jesus Christ has triumphed over Satan. 
Satan could not keep him in the graye. 
Before he went into the grave he told every 
body he would rise again. Now he who 
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come out of it, can, now that he is alive, tear 
the veil or net of sin from your hearts. He 
can bring your hearts to God too. ‘Try him. 
Call on him by prayer, and he will give you 
a new heart. You want, you need a new 
heart, and not a new name. New Mussal- 
man is only a new name; you must get a 
new heart, man, or burn for ever in hell’s 
eternal fire and brimstone. You must be 
made a new man; you must be made to love 
God, to love Jesus Christ, to love every 
body,” &c. ‘Thus we went on till I came to 
my encamping ground, which was nearly two 
hours. The man appeared to be determined 
to have as much as he could as he followed 
me some way out of his intended path. 

17th. This morning several called at my 
tent for books. ‘To them I explained man’s 
state by nature, and the way of salvation. 

As soon as the heavy dew was somewhat 
dried up, I went to the house of one Bala 
Rame, who is a man of some property. He 
received me with much kindness, and invited 
me to come in and take a seat in his cacherry 
(office), where all would hear. Many per- 
sons, old and young, were soon brought 
together. ‘They inquired what they should 
do to obtain salvation. I fully explained to 
them their state, which they allowed to be 
very true, and then showed them what Jesus 
Christ has done for sinners. Vile as their 
hearts were, Jesus Christ could renew. To 
him they must all pray. On him all must 
rely, or perish. ‘They appeared anxious to 
understand, and asked, like Nicodemus, how 
can such things be? and when explained, 
they looked anxious, and again asked how 
can it be. Left with them a few very small 
tracts. 


Fresh signs. 


I passed through a number of villages to 
the house of Vialla Ram. In every village 
as I went I made known the way of salva- 
tion, the necessity of faith in Jesus Christ, 
love to God, and holiness, &c. All were 
attentive. The common idea appears now to 
be that all will shortly embrace that faith. 
Every where I was invited to sit down and 
converse. At Kalla Ram’s I was invited in, 
and the little ones ran to fetch a seat for me. 
This provided, all sat round me, and were 
attentive. Kalla Ram appeared glad that I 
had called, and he told me he had read the 
book I had left with him two years ago. 
While engaged urging the necessity of a 
living, active faith in the Saviour of all man- 
kind, his brother, a very sensible man, came 
from the ginige. He is a merchant, and his 
time is generally spent in his shop. He took 
a seat close by me, anxiety and desire was 
marked in every feature. He said, “I have 


/read the book you gave me, and since, I 


never take food, lie down, or rise up without 
calling on God’s name.” I explained to him 


when dead could tear open the grave, and that this way would not do. The repetition 
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of God’s name is not what is required, but 
heartfelt prayer. He replied, “I don’t know 
how to pray; I don’t know what prayer is. 
How shall I pray?” I said, “ The best way 
to teach you will be to show you what prayer 
is.” This was allowed, and I rose and 
prayed. When I concluded there he sat 
with his hands clasped in each other, He 
said, “ Ah, that is what I want; I will always 
pray. But how often during the day must I 
do it?” “Whenever you can find time to 
go into secret. It must be in secret, so that 
your mind may not be disturbed.” “ Ah, 
that is true,” he said, “the mind will be 
drawn away if not in secret. But how am I 
to know the will of God?” “By reading 
the gospel I gave you, and by prayer.” 
will do that.” Well, if you will I shall 
be your friend indeed.”? I now rose to take 
my leave, but he was not inclined to part, 
but followed, asking how long I would re- 
main, and when I would return. Much the 
same attention was paid in all the villages 
through which I passed, and the same desire 
for books, 

In the afternoon, towards evening, a num- 
ber of people called at my tent, some for 
books and others for conversation, so that I 
was prevented from going out as I intended, 


From house to house. 


Sabbath, 18th. As soon as the heavy dew 
began to dry up, I went out to the south- 
west of the Gunge. I had prayer in all the 
houses I visited. In the first house six or 
seven men were present all the time. We 
sat down under a large tree, and at their 
request I made known to them the way of 
salvation. Also how they should pray for 
pardon of sin. They appeared much pleased 
at the prayer offered up in their behalf, and 
for all men. They complained that they had 
no one to teach them. 

In the next house six or seyen men were 
present all the time; also a number of 
females. They also wished to know how 
they should pray, and complained they had 
none to instruct them. They were anxious I 
would smoke with them, or that I would 
take something in the way of drink. They 
appeared distressed I did not smoke with 
them, and then brought out some tobacco to 
give me, but I declined taking it. 

In the third house some ten or twelve 
men were present, with many young boys 
and girls. Here again they complained that 
they had no one to instruct them, or care 
for them. I promised to be at their call, if 
they would only let me know when and 
where they wished to be instructed. 

In the fourth house it was much the same; 
some women were present during the exhor- 
tation and prayer. ‘ 

In the next they were still more attentive 
during the exhortation and prayer, and were 
anxious I would smoke with them. Here, 
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as in the other house, they appeared unwil- 
ling I should withdraw so soon, and one of 
them followed me for some distance under 
the plea of showing me the best way home. 
I returned to my tent somewhat tired in 
body, but not so in mind. Whether they 
were Hindoos or Mussalmans, all were alike 
attentive to the prayer and exhortation, 

Towards the evening several called at my 
tent; among them was a silversmith, who 
came to give me his son, a fine looking boy 
some eight or nine years of age. He said he 
wished him to be taught to read and write, 
but as I had not the means of providing for 
the child, I was not anxious to have him 
while there was any thing like cost to be 
cared for. Though I see no conversions, no 
anguish for sin, yet I wonder at the apparent 
state of their minds. Where all that excessive 
fear and disgust once seen every where, in 
every house, in every village wherever a 
Christian was seen, there the feeling of alarm 
was evident. 

19th. To-day I was out till three, p.m. 
Visited seven houses, or what would be called 
by some seven villages. In all I prayed and 
exhorted, explaining man’s sinful nature, and 
salvation by Jesus Christ, and no other. He 
alone has triumphed over their great enemy, 
Satan, consequently he only can deliver 
them, make them holy. Returned to my 
tent wearied in body only. Numbers called 
at my tent. 


A new token. 


20th. Shortly after leaving my tent this 
morning for the purpose of preaching in the 
villages to the south-east of the Gunge, I 
met a kindly looking old man, who asked me 
where I was going. I told him I was going 
to the villages to make known the word of 
God. He requested me to sit down, and tell 
them, for there were a number of others pre- 
sent, how sin could be pardoned, I gladly 
obeyed, and as there were a number of men 
passing, they joined, and I soon had a good 
congregation of very attentive hearers, who 
heartily assented to all I said. As I con- 
cluded, some one said I spoke like a new 
Mussalman, I replied, that I did not speak 
like a new Mussalman; the new Mussalmans 
don’t understand what they say. The little 
they do know, they haye got it from what 
they have heard us say, and from reading our 
books. They are alarmed lest the word of 
God beat out your prophet altogether, which 
it will and must do. They see some change 
is needed, but what that change really is 
they know not, and therefore they are deter- 
mined to do something, whether right or 
wrong. God does not want new Mussul- 
mans, but new hearts; you must all become 
new men, you must all get new hearts.” 
On hearing this they exclaimed, “ Ah! that, 
that is what is wanted. Tell us how we may 
get a new heart.” When that .had been 
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done, they said, “ Yes, all will very shortly 
be of one caste.” “ Why not understand 
what is said, you are all of one caste already! 
but that is sin, the devil’s caste. Hence the 
absolute necessity of a change. You must 
all of you get God’s caste, which is a holy 
caste, a new and holy heart. Now no one 
but Jesus Christ can give you that caste. 
Believe in him, beg God in his name and for 
his sake to give you a new heart, and he will 
most assuredly do it.” All seemed pleased, 
and said they would like to hear some other 
time, and also to have books, &e, 


An almost desperate case, 


Two of the last party followed me. The 
first house I came to was a Mussalman’s. 
Here I explained the way of salvation, and 
had prayer. The next was the house of a 
Pulliah. They were hardened and stubborn 
beyond any thing I have met for many a 
day. They would neither hear, nor learn, 
nor obey God in any way. They said, all 
we know, and all we want to know, is the 
plough and the ground. We know how to 
eat and drink, and plough, and we will hear 
of nothing else; we will learn nothing.” I 
reasoned, tried eyery argument I could think 
of, but all to no purpose. They would again 
say, “We know the earth and the plough, 
and we will learn nor hear of nothing else’ 
IT wondered. As I was turning to go away, 
they asked me to be seated (hitherto I had 
been standing), and requested me to take a 
smoke with them. I replied, “Oh, no; to 
sit and smoke with people who will not listen 
to God’s word, or have any thing to do with 
him, would be a great sin. I will not sin in 
that way.” So we parted. I had gone but 
a very little distance, when I heard them 
say, * This is a new Mussalman.” J con- 
tradictéd this, at the same time telling them 
that what I said was the word of God, and 
nothing else. They no doubt were much 
astonished at this, but for the present I 
deemed it really necessary. 

In the next house I tried to reason with 
an old man, who was senseless exceedingly. 
The heads of the house were from home, and 
only this old man, with many children, pre- 
sent. 

In the next house I had prayer and ex- 
hortation. As I did not feel well, I now 
turned towards my tent, and on my way I 
conversed with a very interesting young man, 
who appeared inclined to hear and under- 
stand. 

Soon after reaching my tent a Hindoo 
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astrologer from Kantannugger called for a 
book. I gave him a gospel, and he sat down 
and read the first seven chapters. We had 
some conversation together, and I explained 
the way of salvation to him. He went away 
promising to call on me when I returned to 
Dinagpore. 

21st. The villages I first visited on my 
arrival; I called at them to-day. Kalla 
Ram again came out to meet me, and invited 
mein, I again explained the way of salva- 
tion. All were attentive, and appeared 
anxious to understand. Bala Ram, with 
many others, called for tracts. 

On leaving the house of Bala Ram one of 
his neighbours called me into his house. 
Women and all came out as if to see a friend. 
They were evidently much inclined to unite 
in the conversation. I could not have 
imagined so many females were in one house. 
None of them were old. Two amiable look- 
ing females, apparently widows, stood at the 
greatest distance, while the others pressed 
round to hear. In no house have they so 
freely come forward as in this. All appeared 
sensible and well clothed. From their be- 
haviour I would have more hope of them 
than of the men. 

The Hindoo astrologer who ealled for a 
book yesterday, returned to day, bringing 
with him another man for books. The 
astrologer listened very attentively. He read 
seven chapters in Matthew’s gospel while 
with me; also “The Mine of Salvation,” 
with one or two others, Like many more, 
he has promised to call on me at Dinagepore. 

A youth, who gains a livelihood by making 
gunpowder, called on me this afternoon. His 
own words are these, “ I am so great a sinner 
that I am afraid of myself; and I do think 
that if any man were to shoot me, God would 
be well pleased with him for so doing.” 
This is the first weary and heavy ladened 
sinner I have met in a native. I advised 
him to go at once to Jesus Christ, and tell 
him all, and he would surely send relief; 
that so far from such a state being a sign of 
God’s wrath, it was a sign of his love. Pray 
with all your heart, and when you have 
tried, call and let me know how you are.” 

_ Raneegunge. I left the gunge this morn- 
ing, about eleven, A.m., and as I travelled the 
first stage on foot, I had much conversation 
with several youths who joined me on the 
way. ‘They started no objections whatever, 
and it was freely allowed all would soon be 


of our caste, This idea appears very common 
now. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


During the past month meetings have been held at Leamington, Canterbury, 
Hammersmith, which have been attended by Messrs. Cuarke and TrestRatt 
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and at Tottenham and Kingston, by Mr, Tregrrar, and Mr. Carzy ; the latter 
has also been engaged at Tunbridge Wells and High Wycomb, and their vicinities, 
Mr. Sarrery has gone through parts of Lancashire and Westmoreland, Messrs. 
Unprruinn and Cuarxe are now in Scotland, where the former will be engaged 
up to the 7th, and the latter to the 20th inst, 

Two or three instances of the effect produced by the recent eircular may be 
mentioned, just to show what may be done when pastors and people act ener- 
getically, and give themselves to prayer. It was announced at Shipley, after a 
Lord’s day service, that the following evening would be get apart for prayer for 
the divine blessing on the Mission, and that friends might, according to their 
ability, give some practical evidence of their interest in it, They did so, and 
more than £50 was contributed. At Worcester, Mr. Crown appealed to his 
people, and an effort was made, and a special contribution of more than £40 was 
forwarded by the treasurer of that auxiliary. Our esteemed brother Davies of 
Wallingford made the circular the subject of a discourse to his flock, and £13 
were added to their usual contributions for the year. These are examples 
worthy of imitation, and we trust they will be generally followed, 

Besides these, and similar instances of Christian liberality, on the part of some 
of the churches, many private individuals, affected by the statements in the 
circular, have sent up donations. It is not the amount of the money sent which 
encourages us, though we cannot be indifferent to that; but the evidence which 
these efforts afford of the continuance and growth of a lively interest in the 
cause, cannot but produce a deep impression, and is an animating and pleasant 
stimulus to fresh effort. The officers and Committee of the Society regard it as 
great encouragement, 

During the past and present months the Committee have had under their con- 
sideration matters connected with Serampore College and the African Mission, 
Sub-committees were appointed, and on their reports being handed in, they were 
referred to the Quarterly Meeting of the Committee, which was held on the 13th 
inst., at which there was a large attendance. 

The charter of Serampore College is such as to prevent the Committee taking 
the responsibility of it on themselves, even if it were otherwise thought desirable. 
The governing body is a council, responsible to no one, and in case of a vacancy, 
filled up by those who remain, But to ayail themselves of it, for mission pur- 
poses, was resolved upon ; and consequently Mr. Drnuam will remain as Theolo- 
gical Tutor, superintending the training of two classes of youths ; and such as 
evince any desire for mission work, and possess suitable qualifications for it, 
having first been approved by a Committee of missionary brethren in India, will 
be placed under Mr. Dennam’s care. The cost of these arrangements will be 
about £500 per annum, exclusive of the dividends of Ward’s Fund in England 
and America. These proposals have been forwarded to Mr. Marsuman and the 
Calcutta brethren, and it is expected they will be approved. 

The death of Mr. Murricx, and the return of Mr. and Mrs. Yaryo.p, leave 
only two European missionaries of the Society in Africa. It was recommended 
to the Committee, and they eventually adopted the suggestions, to recall the 
Dove, unless previously disposed of there, to assign the care of Clarence station 
to Mr. Saxur, Bimbia to Mr. Nnwsuetn, assisted by Joseph Fuller and another 
coloured person, and Cameroons to Mr. Jonnsoy, who has been labouring with 
acceptance since Mr. Saxzr left it for Fernando Po, and endeavour to obtain an 
efficient schoolmaster with his wife from Sierra Leone, where training institutions 
have existed for some years in connexion with the Wesleyan and Church Mis- 
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sionary Societies. These arrangements will reduce the expenditure of the 
African Mission to about £1100 per annum, and still keep the ground. 

Our young friends will regret to hear this determination respecting the Dove. 
But the missionaries have a small vessel there, and two good boats, and as com- 
merce has greatly extended, facilities for moving from place to place are 
much greater now than a few years ago. At present the Dove is not absolutely 
required, and our young friends would not wish the Committee to spend their 
contributions in any but the most useful way. And let them not think of giving 
up their efforts. We shall find out objects of equal interest to them, to which 
their contributions may in future be applied. 

The remainder of the’day was occupied in a conference of the Committees of 
the Baptist Mission, Bible Translation, and Irish Societies on the reduction, if 
possible, of home expenditure, and the best means of effecting it, whether by 
amalgamation of any two or more of them together, or otherwise. A long and 
interesting debate followed. The subject was calmly and carefully considered, 
but the difficulties surrounding the question seemed so great that the conference 
broke up without arriving at any definite conclusion. 

Our friends through the country will see that the repeated suggestions which 
many of them have made on this subject have not been disregarded. An attempt 
has been made in the right direction, and due respect paid to their opinions. 
Future consideration, and circumstances not yet known, may eventually open the 
way to some plan whereby expense may be saved, and the efficiency of our insti- 
tutions preserved. 

The Committee at its rising on the Wednesday, having adjourned to the next 
day, met at half-past ten o’clock on Thursday morning, and proceeded to consider 
the case of Jamaica, with a view of devising some method of relief. We have 
not room to state what passed, nor the resolutions which were adopted. The 
whole matter is in the hands of brethren fully acquainted with the case, but who 
will act independently of the Baptist Missionary Society, though in harmony with 
it. The aid which it is intended to give is only for a time, and they will have 
at command whatever information the Committee may possess to assist them in 
their inquiries. We hope that those brethren and churches in Jamaica, who are 
at present in great distress, may be relieved, and yet without any compromise of 
the resolutions passed some years ago, which placed them in a position of complete 
independence of the Society. 

We have reason to know that this brief outline of the Society’s home proceed- 
ings during the past month, will be acceptable to our friends generally. They 
will see from it how anxious the deliberations of the Committee often are, and 
what time, thought, and effort are required of those who are intrusted with the 
management of the Mission. Most earnestly do we intreat an interest in their 
supplications, that a spirit of wisdom and charity may rest upon the officers and 
Committee, so that in every difficulty, and in every success, they may be kept 
from despondency on the one hand, and self-sufficiency on the other. 


YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


The sixth lecture will be delivered, in the Library of the Mission House, on 
Wednesday, March 20th, by the Rey. 8. Manin of Westminster. To commence 
at eight o’clock. 

Subject :—The Advantages of the Study of Church History. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


We have great pleasure in 
Rev. W. Rozrnson, 
sight of. 


Dear FRrenps, 

We had a meeting here a short time since, 
of which I have thought it might be interest- 
ing to you to have a brief account. 

Our kind friend, Rey. J. Clarke, being in 
the neighbourhood, paid us a visit, and met 
a number of young people. A map of the 
world, and a map of Africa, were suspended 
in the meeting-house, and Mr. Clarke allowed 
us to put him any questions we pleased about 
Western Africa. 
vested of all formality; each person present 
had the opportunity of supplying his own 
deficiencies of information, and all I believe 
went away feeling a deeper and more intelli- 
gent interest in our Mission in that part of 
the world than they had ever felt before. 

In connexion with these details, will you 
allow me to ask whether it be not practicable 
to give us, by means of the Herald, more 
definite and graphic information about the 


various stations occupied by the Society than | 


we at present possess?) Much I am aware 
has been done in this direction, both in the 
Herald and the Annual Reports; but more 
may, I think, be wisely attempted. 

Might we not have an outline map of the 


The proceedings were di- | 


giving insertion to the following letter from the 
and we beg to assure him that hig suggestions will not be lost 


world, like the one recently published by the 
Wesleyan Society, with the different countries 
marked in which our Society is labouring ? 
And this might be followed by a short series 
of maps of the different countries, with all the 
stations marked, Some information might at 
the same time be given about each country, 
with references to the best works descriptive 
of it, and also about each station. In this 
manner we should obtain, in a year or two, 
through the medium of the Herald, the 


means of introducing effectively missionary 


instruction into Sunday Schools and Bible 
Classes and families, 

I find that some attempts of this kind 
were made forty years ago. The “ Periodical 
Accounts” for 1810 contain two beautiful 
maps—one of “ Bengal from the best author- 
ities, drawn to illustrate the Missionary Ac- 
counts,” the other of “The East, drawn to 
illustrate its various languages, and the Mis- 
sionary accounts in general.” 

Iam, 
Dear friends, 
Yours respectfully, 
W. Rosinson. 
Kettering, Feb. 19, 1850. 


The remaining arrangements for the Annual Meetings are nearly completed. 
The Committee have thought it desirable to postpone the Annual Juvenile Mect- 
ings to June, that period of the year being more suitable to the assembling of 
young people. It is also intended to have a sermon preached to young men “On 
the Claims of the Mission on Them,” on the evening of Thursday, April 25. The 
Rey. W. Brock has kindly consented to take this service 5 an announcement 
which will give satisfaction to all our friends, and particularly to the young men 
themselves. It is intended to ask for the use of the Poultry Chapel for this purpose. 

It is very important that the Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies, and others 
having monies to remit, should remember that the accounts close on the 31st of 
March. All remittances intended to be inserted in the Report should be in the 
hands of the Secretaries, together with lists of contributions in alphabetical order, 


on or before that day. 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


AFRICA ,.,0..+4¢00e CLARENCE. ss ssssseseeeeee- Merrick, J......... September 21. 


Newbegin, W. ...September 27. 


PAIS EAs teens ee OAL OUT DACs esetsersessss cL HOMAgN I) ..a. ce ..December 8. 


Wenger, J.......... December 8, 


CHITTAGONG....... pannus Johannes, J. .,.... November 26, 
OGRA po ssscsss0 eaceneesee Carey, W.......... November 17. 
DDINAGEPOREcpeces scons... SUV Ue, Ela e.5.5,¢ November 29. 
DINAPORE ........00+e000c0e PATSONS, Js..5...... November 20, 
Mapras... ibagew ls Gace cose December 14, 


Moneuir ... 


ISAT ee oceenee.ocdeiteres ses Dawson, C.C...... December 13, 
BEM UWANY sersees MLOR GATX -0ccer cts codoseces POURING I~ sccnasoes January 24, 
BLONDURAS) wevecS BELIZE 3... <s<<+e0s00+000.s0Kcirigdon, J......... February 4, 
JAMAICA ..,.....DRY HARBOUR..,..........Smith, T. v.00... October 16, 


Mounr NEBO <....1.....Lunley, J, .,,......Dec. 5; Jan. —, 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


are presented to— 
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The Society of Friends, for a parcel of books, for the Rev. W. H. Webley, Jacmel; 


Friends at Leeds, for a box 


Mrs, W. W. Nash, for a parcel of magazines; 
The Ladies’ Society for the Promotion of 


clothing, for Africa; 


Friends at St. Albans, for a box of clothing and use 


of Kandy, 


of fancy articles; 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


Female Education in the East, for & box of 
ful articles, for the Rev, C. C. Dawson 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


& sda. 
Annual Subscriptions. 


Anderson, W., Esq...... 
B., Birmingham ......... 
Barnes, Robt., Esq ud 
Dallas, Mrs. viccsessessseee 
Francis, Mr. J.....ascieoee 
Gurney, W. B., Esq 
Gurney, Joseph, Esq. ... 
Gurney, Thomas, Esq... 
Gurney, Mrs. Thomas... 
Gurney, Mr. Henry...... 
Meofs, Mra. i..1......0000 

Do., for Colonies 
Newton, Mrs.. 
Priestley, Mrs. a 


COMME HH 


= 
“oS 
pNarHoagrcorrmHHy 


nor 

J 
woonurHe 
coccoccoescoooco 


Donations. 


Ths, Ms A ncascasaveesttts om 2,100 
Educational Committee 
of Society of Friends, 
for Haiti Schools ... 
Trinidad 


20 
Do., | for 
Schools 


Legacies. 


Chariott, Mr. Joseph, 
late of Windsor, addi- 


TOBE Sah socvcoccunxnavant 1 3 
Clark, Rev. D., late of 
Drowheld "oc. sx.ccrewee 1919 0 


Dickinson, Mr. John, 
late of Birmingham...100 0 0 


' _ LonpoN AND MrIppLesex 
AUNILIARIES, 


Alie Street, Little— 


Watson, Miss «400. 010 0 
Battersea— 

Juvenile Association 219 0 

Sunday School Girls, 

fox Dove ..sUscacece «x, 0a DO 

Bow— 

Proceeds of Lecture... 1 1 4 
Brompton— 


, Contributions,by Miss 
Neale secsenssent 0 6 O 


of January, 1850, 


& aod. 


Camberwell, Cottage Green— 
Contributions, for 


Patna Orphan Re- 
PGPQ risa 300 
Cromer Street— 
Sunday School ....... 1 7 6 
Hampstead— 
Contributions, for 
DOUG, «scsaneradet sttaces 8 
Highgate— 
Hatch, Miss, by ...... 2 0 0 
Shoreditch, Ebenezer— 
Collection ...... urine 4.0 @ 
Trinity Chapel— 
Contributions, for 
DGC cass casesnqu sete ae Uae 6 
Walworth, Horsley Street— 
Contributions, for @ 
RONOUE «stir etenata sens he 8 
Windmill Street, Hope Chapel— 
Proceeds of Lecture... 1 3 6 
BEprorDSHIRE. 
Luton— 
Contributions .........23 2 7 
Do., for Dove......... 116 6 
BERKSHIRE. 
Wallingford— 
Contributions, éxtra 
QEOLE woscssneatiscnende 0 
Wokingham— 
Contributions .........1717 0 
BuckKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Brickhill, Great— 
Collection ...c86.006 we" OG 
Crendon, Long— 
Collection ..., a 
Do., Iekford ......... 0 15 10 
Contributions ......... 213 0 
Cuddington— 
Collection icc. saa | aia) 
Haddenham— 
Collections.......08100181 3 8 § 
Contributions ......... 717 8 
Mursley— 
Collection si.cmincees O11 0 
Contributions 060 
Do., Juvenile 010 0 
Stony Stratford— 
Contributions wis. 4 0 0 
| Do, for Dover... 2 0 0 


$2 

Thame— 

Collection, &ei wsiwee 2 0 0 
Towersey— * 
Collection ws 3 3 0 
Winslow— A 
Collection iwiscwwese 3 5 0 
Contributions woaiw 3 5 0 
Wraysbury— 

Collection ...... Sceamtte Ee ae 
Contributions ....... 116 6 
DEVONSHIRE. 

Bampton— 
Contributions ....... 1 7 0 
Chudleigh— 
Contributions, for 
Dove. meek Cee 
Dartmouth— 
Livy © 
Contribution, 
MR Cth x Aeancgeiene OS Ae 
Do., Sunday School 016 6 
Devonport, Morice Square— 
Collections......... sagees 16 16 ae 
Contributions ..4...16 9 6 


Malborough— 
Contributions, for 
Do 


VE censdsensntecsente 


08 6 


DorsETSHIRE. 


Sherborne— 
Chandler, B., Esq...... 3 3 0 


DuRHAM. 


Monk wearmonth— 
Contributions, Juve- 
BVO .vcccccosccqneoe £020 SG 
Sunderland, Sans Street— 
Contributions, for 
DA tianitictcdacs 1G 


Essex. 


Loughton— 
Contributions ......... 
Waltham Abbey— 
Collection ........000 
Contributions ......... 
Do., Juvenile ...... 


411 


- 415 
216 
712 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE: 
A Teetotaler’s Birth- 


wo Of 


day donation.........10 0 0 3 


Ve 
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P £44. | 

Cireneester— Ss. a} Ze a 

_ Conttibutions vu 3 7 6 ES meg Halesworth— soast 

H Eastington— Boston— PRC, Ms covsseivesssi, Be D0 
Sunday School ........ O14 4| Collectioné................ 318 3) Otler— 

 Gloncester— tributions ......... 219 g| Sunday School, for 

L Sunday School ......... 119 $| soa School 0 8 1} Dove sovtsscscvsestsisn. O BF 0 
r ie oe 

4 Contributions, fi 

5 Haursdinz. NE cance. BUR cig 

P. tiie er ee Norwood, Upper— 

ndover— : 3 ontributions, by Mi ; 
Coleetions.....recrcssne 5 110 | pp MeetiOM -oreereeereee MO 0) L hyd. ee 
Proceeds of Tea Meet- } oe = A 715-0 
Contains we 8) Spuiribations G17 3] | Wanwiensmms, 

Do., Juvenile Work- 2) oan Minpicares Birmingham— 
t Society......... 11811) iz for D i eS 00 Sturge, Joséph, Feq., 
7 Do., do., for Bimbia ~~ orsington— for Broun’s Toun 
, fee fy), + Ove Collection (moiety)... 1 0 0 BEROUNS ccuesicssereis se Bo 0 O 
c Do., do, for Trini 
Se ee aaa 1.0 0 Norr v 
¢ Do, ; a Mutat OLE. < WHi£:tTsyIReE, 
. Do., Juvenile, for 026 Contributions, for | Contributions, for 
Te ar | DO dassoros civnatsaie 100) VES Psereces paeeeevsnee 214 9 
Collection ....2...01 3 0 0 Romrwaccws / Yornsuire. 
én Fj NEIRE. 
a ghana a, 08 Aidwidtic. Bradford, First Chureh— 

4 E aseccencesensee Sunday School, for es soeaze ocee, AO) O 
Collection Jbccttdasmasiae i 7 4 a Sedna seeeee Oe nweenesee if) 12 6 | Ripon— ba 1 5 10 
Contribution eevee 919 6 | OPS od ar ce 1 7 4| Contributions 5.....0 1618 6 
Collection .....-....0. 0 7 6}. Contributions ......... 7 5 2) Oe toe, ase 12 0 

P nts Kingsthorpe— Shipien 5 eee 
Contributions ........, 1 5 2| Campion, Mr. Jos. ... 1010 0) Contributions sees 1d 0 6 

Campion, Mr. Robert 5 0 0 gyn Lane— 

> He a ak. 4 ins Collection .s..crss00s... 115 6 
4 OTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
Contributions, Sutton on Trent— NORTH WALES. 
i DOE susiace.ae 1 3.6) . Collection ............0: 2 0 0) Arotesta— 
 “Spaldwick— Contribations ......... 4 5 0 Holyhead— 

. Do., Sunday School 015 0| Collection&......60.0..10 3 1 
’ DOG «stearic 1 5 6 ; Contributions ........, 110 0 

—— OxFoRDSHIZE. i 
Kent. ao SOUTH WALES. 
Paversham— MISCHION ....2.cerseee ee G 
Contributions, Contributions ......4. 114 3) ie ee 
Dove sts dks 3 180 “RDC” nstieosze, OO 
Do., for SunopsHine. Merthyr Tydyil— i 
ser guage ean 13 6) sitesi Ebenezer— 
esend-= ; Collection, &¢....4. 617 6 
iy nwo ete gs Collection arenes 3 14) tabernacle” aoe 
Zion Chapel— ae Less expenses ..... id Collection, &¢...... 3 5 3 
ene we eee 215 6 Roberts, Rey.J... 1 0 0 

Gréenwieh, Lewisham Road— ae ie 

Contributions, Juye- Tae School, for 013 4 heme 
oe teeeaeeeeees neeeeee 6 6 Weshhampton— sa el | Collection, RE ssersinss 2 Ah 
a F. W., Esa, Contributions ......... 6 9 0} Williams, Mr. ......... 122 0 0 

$05 ASTD vonrereee 5 OO / ' 
Somensereuine. SCOTLAND. 
: ‘ S28 Aberdeen— 
| LANCASHIRE. as gt “geld 6616 Contributions ...,... 211 0 
7 Burnley eeieieeen Ie. OO Cleved g at sen ps am 

Detection evans 4 7|, Pune 3... #° | Soattions! ome 

Contributions, Juye- Friend A 19 6 o| Hawick— 

Bille seectersscesesiente O10 5 | Friend, & sevssessrssen Hi |p TBmabal, Mr en 500 
0 
Foster, George, Esa... 50 0 0 SrarroRDsHInz. iisstonaty Society... 218 6 
AE pert eens Stafford— See tend 
ION 2222202 p. oe 9 Copptpotionsy fer 010 0 IRELAND. 
lagged : pissitsae rececene Pr Anadis - 
(7 nae 59 0 90 a ee Wee 2 0 O| . Collection ccccccsccone O 8 0 
Sa 2 Athlone— 
Collection sserssersesase 1 O O 
LuyicesTZEsHiZz, SurFOLn, Contributions ......... 210 2 
 Leicester— Eye— Zailina— 
Bo vessscsesesssosss-gsecsosse 29 & 04 Contributions, for | Contributions, for 
4 Plamigsatabdapdashioge ew DOW pespssnsesintviccere Ot 
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Sed. $8 a. i £ 3. d. 
Banagher— Cookstown ungannon— 
Colfection Revakeecnncoany 1200 Contributions, for Contribution... 0 5 0 
ee on Heeen Ratiraura 00, 0 Letterkenny— ion 
Ollection ... — * : OTe 
Contribution Let ee eaat ates 870 10). SE 
Belfast— Moate—_ 
CollectionS......0.0008 5 0 0 Collection. sssserseerseers 110 10 
Contributions ..... we «3 2 6} Dublin— ver Contribution,...... ree AUP 
Birr— Collections...rsreeeveee " es, 
Collection .ue.annce 1% 9) Contributions sci 1800. 0 ee nen 
Contributions ....... 110 4 ———_- Heagirs 
Coleraine — 24 16 10 Contribution......060.. 010 9 
Collections... 211 6 Loss expenses we 0 9 6 Waterford— 
Conlig— —— Collection crosses 210 0 
Collection verses L110 0 24 7 4 ea 


We have great pleasure in complying with Mr. Borns’ wish to insert the follow- 
ing list of contributions received by him for Mr. Pagu’s chapel at Madras. 


£o8.d. £8. d. £& 8. d. 
Allen, J. H., Esq.. 1 0 6| Gibbs, George, Esq... 1 0 0| Nicholls, Mrs. vse 2 0 0 
Allport, F., Esq. . 010 0) Gurney, W. B., Esq...... 25 0 0 | Nutter, James, be brceey te CNM 
A Friend... 010 0| Gurney, Joseph, Esq... 5 0 0 | Page, Mrs.. on eo O Om 
Agutter, Mrs .. 010 0 | Gurney, Thomas, Est 010 0| Peto, S. M., “hisq., “M.P. 25 0 0 
Angus, Rey. J., A.M.... 1 0 0 Green, Stephen, Esq. « 5 0 0| Pewtress, Thomas, Esq: "2 70710 
Barry, Thomas, Rag: ae, k 100 Hanson, J., Esq. ws. 0 10 Oj} Pewtress, Mr. Samuel... 010 0 
Bassnett, — Esq.......... 010 0| Hanson, W. D., Esq.... 0 10 0| Pratt, Mr. 010 0 
Beeby, Mrs. ......seceeeees 010 0| Harrison, Mrs........cs00 010 0} Roff, Mr. Wie 010 0 
Benham, J. L., Esq 1 0 0| Harwood, J. U., Esq... 0 10 0) Rogers, Mr. C. 010° 0 
Bigwood, Rey. J. 010 0} Hills, J. C., Esq. instdaes 2 2 0| Russell, Rey. J.. o L*0" 6 
Blackmore, W., Esq. ... 1 1 0 | Hitchcock, ” George, Hea. 1 0 0} Russell, Miss.. vO LOM 
Boyes, Mr. & Mrs. 5. .. & 0 0} Heath, Mr 010 0| Shaw, MYs.....cccccsseeree L050 
Brock, Rev. W.....+.-000: 1 O O| Heptonstall, W., Es ee 010 0|Sherring, R.B,Esq.... 5 0 0 
Brown, John, Esq. ...... 0 10 0| Hepburn, Mrs. we 1 0 0| Shrewsbury, Mr........, 1 0 0 
Cadby, S., Esq.... 1 0 O} Hepburn, Thomas, “Esq. 1 0 0| Smith, W. L., Esq.. 502 0 
Carless, Mr. E.... 010 0 | Hornsey, Mr.....ccccccvses 0 10 0| Smith, Mrs. W.L....... 010 0 
Carlile, J. B., Esq. 010 0) Houghton, John, Esq.... 2 0 0} Smith, J. J., BAG, -.cosecet AO 
Cobb, F. W., Esq.. 2 0 0 | Jackson, Samuel, Esq... 0 10 0 | Soule, Rey. I. Mu...seee 010 0 
Collins, W., Esq 1 0 6 | Jackson, MI8...-s0.0+,++00 010 0|Steane, Rey. E.,D.D.... 1 0 0 
Collins, Mrs. ..... 010 0|\Jameson, W. K., Esq... 0 10 0 | Stevenson, George, Esq. 2 0 0 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by William Brodie Gurney, Esq., and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers, 
or the Rey. Frederick Trestrail and Edward Bean Underhill, Esq., Secretaries, at the 
Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Lonpon: in Eprypuran, by the Rey. Christopher 
Anderson, the Rey. Jonathan i aon and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Guascow, by Robert 
Kettle, Esq.; in Dusxin, by John Purser, Esq., Rathmines Castle; in Catourra, by the 
Rey. James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New York, United States, by W. 
Colgate, Esq. Contributions can also be paid in at Messrs, Barclay, Bevan, Tritton, and Co., 
Lombard Street, to the account of the Treasurers, 
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TO THE BAPTIST CHURCHES AND MINISTERS OF ENGLAND, 
SCOTLAND, AND WALES. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

Permit us to call your earnest and thoughtful attention to the following state- 
ments and appeal. Deeply impressed as we are with the vast responsibilities 
resting upon the church of Christ, and believing that responsibility increases in 
proportion to the nearness of destitution and sorrow, and the means of relief at our 
disposa!, we are most anxious to direct your thoughts to Ireland as a mission field. 
Subject to England for upwards of six hundred years, and for nearly a fourth of 
that period enjoying the benefits of the British constitution, Ireland presents a 
spectacle of suffering and wretchedness—political, social, and religious—which 
cannot find a parallel amongst the civilized nations of the world. Nothing is 
farther from our wish than to exasperate national or religious prejudice; most 
solemnly do we reprobate the doctrine that our Irish fellow countrymen are 
“aliens in blood, language, and religion ;” they are bound to us in the closest of 
social and national ties, identified with all our interests, our hopes, and our aims. 
Whence then the terrible difference between these two islands of the sea? 
Whence,’ as a living writer inquires, “the astonishing contrast between two 
countries whose hills every clear sunrise brings within sight of one another ; whose 
interests are inseparably locked together, and which have lived for ages under the 
same sway?” Nature has not ordainedit. The two islands, as they lay at first 
unpeopled in the sea, looked like twin sisters of creation, dressed in the same 
green mantle, screened from the heats by the same canopy of clouds, and guarded 
by the baying of the same watchful storms. To no native grace or wealth can the 
one pretend in which the other may not vie, and every want and blemish in the 
one is balanced by some equal imperfection in the other, so that, could they have 
changed places, no one can doubt that they might have changed lots. Nor is 
there any plea for saying that the people drifted by the winds of history upon their 
shores, are essentially different. Taken one by one, even now they present only 
harmonious varieties of a single type, and the fact that the Scottish people are of 
the very same race, yet differ from them more widely than ourselves, is enough to 
show that the imaginary difficulties of lineage are pliant under the discipline of 
events. Almost all the assigned reasons for this mighty and deplored difference 
between the islands are, we believe, the effects of causes rather than causes them- 
selves. Hence the signal and lamentable failures of most of the prescribed 
remedies ; hence state and social pbysicians haye healed but slightly the wounds 
ef the people. The unsightly and cancerous social evils of Ireland are patent to 
the gaze of the world ; these are however but the external proof of an internal and 
deep-seated disease. “Sir,” said an intelligent and shrewd Scotch mechanic to 
our Secretary a short time since, “I believe that the evils of Ireland are caused by 
their inability for self-government. The Irish rely upon every person and every 
thing, rather than upon themselves. If the Scotch had been placed in their 
position, surrounded by all these pernicious influences, they would have struggled 
manfully with their position, and risen above all their difficulties.” “Would 
they have risen,” was the inquiry, “if they had also to contend with the incubus 
of Romanism?” The Scotchman confessed that he had not taken into account 
the pernicious influences of this perverted religion. His remark however indicated 
a far reaching power of observation, and proved that he had studied somewhat 
closely the “startling phenomena ” of the sister island. The Irish are deficient 
in self-government. From this deficiency many of their evils spring. But the 
question is, to what are we to ascribe it? How account for the inaptitude to rely 


upon themselves? Does it arise from a defect in the race? Is it to be referred 
2¢ 
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to tribal peculiarities? We believe not. The Welsh, and especially the Scotch 
(belonging to the same race), disprove this so-called solution of the difficulty. 
We believe it is almost wholly caused by their religion, inasmuch as we find it, 
more or less, wherever Romanism_ prevails. Under this deadly upas-tree of a 
corrupted Christianity all moral and religious growth is stunted, the free course of 
thought and action is checked, individual effort and progress will it is said imperil 
the soul’s salvation, and the man at length becomes satisfied with yielding the forced 
obedience of an unreasoning machine, rather than the cheerful and spontaneous 
service of an intelligent agent. From the earliest dawn of reason the child of a 
catholic is placed under a system of training which checks all intellectual activity. 
All free channels of investigation are stopped ; he is taught to place implicit and 
unreasoning reliance upon the teachings of a priest; his thinking is all done for 
him ; his religion is handed over to him ready made ; he has nothing to do save 
unhesitatingly to receive it. Well might Rome be called the slave-merchant of 
mind ; and the results of her traffic are traced in the intellectual and moral blight 
of the nations cursed by her rule. “If a child, it is said, be educated on the 
principle of having every thing told him that he is to learn, of having every diffi- 
culty removed out of the way, of being forbid under severe penalties so much as 
to think of things which are not explained by his master, of being encouraged 
indolently to acquiesce in whatever his teacher says, and to prefer saying as his 
teacher says to ascertaining for himself what is right and true, it is manifest that 
the result of such education will be to cramp, to pervert, and to enfeeble the 
intellectual powers. And this is just the kind of discipline to which the church 
of Rome subjects all beneath her sway. Can we wonder then that all self-reliance 
is destroyed, and that her votaries, like parasitical plants, seek sustenance and 
support from others? Statesmen, political economists, all observant spectators of 
Ireland and her woes, deplore the inaptitude of her people for self-government. 
Send them the gospel, disperse the darkness of Ireland, and destroy the enfeebling 
influence of Romanism there by the circulation of scriptural truth, and they will 
soon vie with the English and the Scotch in habits of thrift, pains-taking, and 
manly and independent action. And greater blessings still will be enjoyed by the 
land. The slaves of Satan and of sin will be brought from thraldom and death 
into the glorious liberty of the saints of God. Ireland, next to their own land, is 
pre-eminently the mission field of the British churches; the other churches of 
evangelical Christendom share with us our responsibilities to send the gospel to the 
far off ends of the earth. Ireland is left to our sympathies, our efforts, and our 
prayers. 

Brethren, most affectionately do we appeal to you for help in our difficulties 
and struggles. The Baptist Irish Society has been blessed by God to accomplish 
a great and a good work in Ireland, but its efforts want that steady and onward 
progress which only combined and energetic support canensure. Many promising 
fields of usefulness are left untouched because of pecuniary inability, while the 
earnest prayers of deyoted agents for more help in the mission field cannot be 
granted. The large majority of our churches do not at all subscribe to our Society, 
and but a trifling aid from each would remove us out of our difficulties, enable us 
to answer the entreaties of our agents by sending other labourers into the field, 
and allow us to occupy other and promising stations. Brethren, shall that aid be 
forthcoming? We ask those of you who have not this year made collections for 
our Society, to do so before the end of the present month, and to remit the same 
either to the Secretary, at the Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, or to the 
Treasurer, Joseph Tritton, Esq., 54, Lombard Street. 


We have again and again detailed 
most cheering instances of success at- 
tending the labours of our agents, and 
which first came to our knowledge after 
an interval of many years. The follow- 
ing letter, which we know will gratify 
our readers, was received by our Trea- 
surer a couple of weeks back. 


39, Welbeck Strect, Green Keys, Manchester. 

Srr,—I haye had in contemplation for a 
long time to do something for a society to 
which I owe so much. I have had my early 
education in your schools so far back as the 
year 1818, and had it not been for the Bap- 
tist Irish Society, I could not obtain the 
little amount of knowledge which I possess, 
I was the only son of my mother, and she 
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was a widow. My father died when I was a 
child, and my mother was left very destitute, 
and nearly deprived of her natural sight, but 
she kept me to school till I was able to pro- 
vide for her, and the Lord has enabled me to 
comfort her in her latter days, and also heard 
the prayers of my dying father, and brought 
me, I trust, to a saving knowledge of the 
truth. I was baptized by Mr. Aldis, in 
George Street, in the year 1831, and am 
now a member of the church in York Street, 
and I hope shall be able, through grace, to 
hold out to the end, and be faithful unto 
death, that I may receive a crown of life. 

TI have collected and subscribed the small 
sum of fourteen shillings, which I now send 
you for last year, and hope that it may be 
Increased in this year; and may the great 
Head of the church prosper your endeavours 
for that unhappy and benighted country, 
that the word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be abundantly glorified, is the 
sincere prayer of your very humble servant, 

Feb, 11, 1850. W. Covutter. 


— 


It is our painful task to record the 
severance of the connection for seven 
teen years existing between our society 
and one of our most devoted and efficient 
agents, Rev. Joun Bartss of Banbridge. 

Mr. Bates has for some time felt a 
growing conviction that it was his duty 
to leave his native land and to emigrate 
to America. He therefore met our com- 
mittee on the 5th of the last month, and 
entered somewhat fully into his views 
and feelings. The committee, although 
much deploring the loss of such a faith- 
ful agent, felt that they could not, under 
these circumstances, counsel him to stay. 
They commended him to God and to the 
word of his grace ; and 


Resolyed.—That this committee heard with 
great regret of the resignation of the Rev. 
John Bates of Banbridge, in consequence of 
his having felt it to be his duty to proceed to 
America. They desire to bear testimony to 
his uniform diligence and Christian fidelity 
in the discharge of his duties for a period of 
seventeen years, during which he has been 
connected with this society, and they cordially 
commend him to the esteem of their brethren 
in America, and to the Divine guidance and 
blessing ; and, That a copy of this resolution 
be handed to Mr. Bates signed by the chair- 
man on behalf of the committee. 


Mr. Bates purposes to leave England 
in the early part of the present month. 


In some of our last Chronicles we 
gave instances of some strange kind of 
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arguments being resorted to by priests 
to convince the stubborn and refractory. 

Some of our English friends may per- 
haps be incredulous that the * argument 
of the stick” should be used by priests 
in these enlightened days. Could we 
lay bare the secret history of many 
converts from popery they would be in- 
credulous no longer. Could we here 
enquire into the reasons which keep 
many, who are partially enlightened, yet 
within the pale of the catholic church, 
we should find that the “argument of 
the stick” is amongst the most powerful. 
The horse-whipping priests are not yet 
defunct. 


A highly valued missionary writes :— 


A very pleasing case is now before me. A 
young man, a Roman catholic and teacher of 
a national school became conyinced of the 
errors of the church of Rome. He went to 
his priest to whom he opened his mind. The 
priest enquired when he confessed last. The 
young man replied, “Nine months ago.” 
Upon this the priest enjoined penance, and 
told him his doubts were temptations from 
Satan. After penance the young man’s 
doubts still remained as powerful as ever, 
He went to the priest a second time, upon 
which he threatened to horsewhip him, de- 
nounce him to the parishoners, and induce the 
children to leave his school. This young man 
is now with me. During the last week he 
has from the Scriptures derived much inform- 
ation, and appears to thirst after more. I 
am now making enquiry into his character 
and integrity. I have no doubt but he will 
become a valuable advocate for the truth, 


Mr. Ecctxs in some of his letters gave 
us harrowing accounts of the sufferings 
of the people in Belfast. We wrote to 
ask him a few questions. We give the 
answer to one, 


As to the committee’s question respecting 
the Union poor-houses, I observe, in one 
word, that at present, owing to the loss of the 
potato, the poor-houses multiplied fourteen 
times would not accommodate the bona fide 
poor—poor, who before the blight were com- 
fortable, and comparatively well to do. The 
poor-houses generally are full, but the inmates 
are not the most deserving, or the most to be 
pitied, There are many thousands in every 
county, who would not, on any account, go 
into the poor-house, They feel it a disgrace. 
They will work—they will wander after a 
job the world over—they will starve on from 
day to day, rather than submit to the infamy 
of a poor-house shelter. Many of these, four 
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years ago, were small farmers and tolerably 
comfortable. Instead of receiving, they could 
then have given a little help, and they shud- 
der at the idea of being a public burden as 
paupers, 

Those who throng the poor-houses are 
generally void of all spirit, They are paupers 
in heart and soul—they have sunk to the 
lowest point, and they now care for nothing — 


they are accordingly quite of the temper | 


described by the Scottish bard, 
“Ne’er mind old age a fag: 
The last o’t, the worst o't 
Is only but to beg.” 

The struggle against descending into this 
“Jowest deep,” the effort at self-support, the 
endurance that is put forth in the intervals of 
employment is often truly heroic. It is these 
industrious, high-spirited poor persons who 
would work, if they could get it, that will 
starve in search of it rather than submit to 
what they consider a disgrace, it is these I 
pity, greatly pity. They, generally, are not 
natives of Belfast. They are, as such, dis- 
qualified for receiving relief here. They have 
come from neighbouring and far distant 
counties, looking for work, invited by the 
character borne by the town and _noised 
in every quarter. They hope that as many 
haye been employed they shall be equally 
fortunate. Alas, the crowd is too great! 
and, for all, employment is an impos- 
sibility. The specimens I mentioned, and 
which you have published, are from County 
Derry, (where I received the light of life.) 
Four years ago they were well clothed, well 
fed, and well to do; now, they are as I have 
told you; and there are hundreds similar, of 
whose steady industry I haye personal know- 
ledge. Oh, when I think of the luxury of 
doing good, I am almost disposed to exclaim, 
Would, Lord, I were rich! but, the will of 
the Lord be done! 


Micuaret Watsn writes :— 


I must now proceed to give a very brief 
account of a man who came from the country 
to live in this town (Athlone) this season. 
He merely bore the protestant name, His 
wife is a bigoted, ignorant Roman catholic, 
and I must say that I never met with a good 


_ Norz.—The accounts for the present financial year will close on the 31st. 
intended to appear in the Report should be sent on or before that day. 
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specimen of pure religion amongst a couple 
of this description. Such a union is at 
variance with the word of the Lord: “ How 
can two work together except they be 
agreed 2” The first time I visited this man 
I left him two tracts. The next time I saw 
him he entered into conversation with me, 
and I asked him some questions on various 
of the Roman catholic doctrines, Here is 
but a specimen of the bigotry of his wife. I 
was one day coming down the street; he 
overtook me, and walked with me a short 
distance. She gave him a severe reprimand 
for walking with me. Still, while he received 
my visits, | continued to visit him. I lent 
him the “ Life of John Bunyan,” and when 
he had read it, I gave him the “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” and at present he is reading God- 
kin’s Guide from the Church of Rome to the 
Church of Christ, which I likewise gave him, 
and I can say he is increasing in piety and 
scriptural knowledge rapidly, and instead of 
spending the Lord’s day idly, he is regularly 
spending it under the sound of the gospel, 
and he brings his children with him also. 


Witiram M‘Apam writes :— 


On the 18th I went to a respectable 
catholic funeral. Just as I approached the 
large crowd of persons I observed a nominal 
protestant and a somewhat intelligent catholic 
smiling, and as I went near the catholic 
smilingly said, “There is but one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism.” “Very true,” said I. 
He then commenced a long discussion, in 
which I attempted to show them the nature 
of a gospel church. ‘There was a profound 
silence amongst the parties assembled. I 
observed that there is’ no directory to be 
regarded but the New Testament. . . . 
During the time of our discussion a great 
crowd collected about my opponent and 
myself, and while we continued it the priest 
passed by us frequently, and could not but 
hear the whole of our conversation, I was 
exceedingly gratified with the result of this 
discussion. The people listened so atten- 
tively, and after we had finished some of 
them observed to our brother Cullen, “ All 
we heard that man say is true!” 
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